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The undeclared war against women

In 1991, American feminist and award-winning journalist Susan Faludi published an
influential book titled Backlash: The Undeclared War Against American Women. In
this work, she examined a reactionary discourse prevalent in the media and cultural
products that emerged during the 1980s. The central motif of this discourse depicted
women as being profoundly unhappy despite having ostensibly achieved the free-
doms championed by the women'’s movement of the 1970s. The discourse blamed
feminism for ‘producing’ masses of single professional women who were prioritising
their careers over family life, suffering burn-out and depression, succumbing to an
"infertility epidemic’, and grieving over a ‘'man shortage’. In other words, the discourse
claimed that ‘women were enslaved by their own liberation’ (Faludi 1993: 2).

Faludi characterised this phenomenon as a cultural shift resulting from a process
wherein the discourse of the 1970s American Christian Right gained political and
social legitimacy and subsequently permeated popular culture. Utilising statistical
evidence, Faludi effectively deconstructed this discourse by illustrating that many of
the demands of the women'’s movement were nullified either shortly before or soon
after feminists succeeded in actualising them. As Faludi put it bluntly: ‘the anti-fem-
inist backlash has been set off not by women's achievement of full equality but by
the increased possibility that they might win it’ (ibid.: 14). She went on to argue that
the proponents of the backlashes used the fear of change as a threat even before
any major changes had occurred. What she described then was not an organised
movement but a cultural turn, which almost seemed apolitical: "It is most powerful
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when it goes private, when it lodges inside a woman’s mind and turns her vision in-
ward, until she imagines the pressure is all in her head, until she begins to enforce
the backlash, too — on herself’ (ibid.: 16).

The rise of a powerful new movement

Three decades later, it can be concluded that the ‘unorganised, apolitical’ backlash has
not succeeded in deterring feminist actors from pursuing change. Despite the cultur-
al milieu described by Faludi, they have achieved significant outcomes, including the
enactment of laws addressing violence against women, the creation of programmes
and shelters for battered women, and the transformation of the public discourse on
women’s roles in society, contraception, women'’s pleasure, abortion, and in some
contexts also the binary opposition of sexes and beauty stereotypes. The list of ac-
complishments continues to grow. Additionally, the movement has also managed to
develop various streams of feminist thought that, while critical of one another, have
facilitated lively and opinionated debate among their proponents. Discussions have
emerged between liberal feminists and socialist feminists, as well as between white
feminists and those advocating for the inclusion of women who do not fit the white,
middle-class, heterosexual stereotype of a woman. Disputes arose also between fem-
inists advocating for state intervention to protect victims of gender-based violence
and proponents of abolition feminism. Additionally, discussion has also arisen among
Western feminists and postcolonial feminists, who criticise the former for excluding
their perspectives from feminist struggles.

Amid the ongoing debates among feminists regarding the optimal strategies for
women'’s liberation and resisting patriarchy, a new and more formidable form of
backlash has emerged. This time, it transcends the traditional apolitical discourse em-
bedded in the cultural products depicted by Faludi. Although anti-feminist cultural
artefacts continue to be produced, there is a noticeable rise in the prominence of a
powerful, well-organised, and well-funded network of actors known under the label
of the anti-gender movement (Graff, Korolczuk 2022) or as anti-gender campaigners
(Kuhar, Paternotte 2017). These actors systematically endeavour not only to prevent
the implementation of reforms that could improve the lives of women and queer
people but also to dismantle existing rights for women and LGBTQAI+ communities.

In the 2010s, anti-gender discourse came to be increasingly instrumentalised by
populist far right parties and leaders globally. Defence of the ‘traditional family’
against the ‘gender and LGBTQIA+ ideology’ became notoriously associated with
leaders such as, to name just a few, Donald Trump, Victor Orban, Jair Bolsonaro, and
Giorgia Meloni. These leaders became the most prominent examples of this owing
to their illiberal tendencies, use of extreme statements, and populist rhetorical style.
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However, it is important to note that many liberal and conservative actors have de-
ployed anti-gender discourse as well. In Czechia, for instance, Prime Minister Petr
Fiala, who is from a liberal democratic party and is not at all viewed as a ‘far right
populist” by political scientists and commentators, made a public statement in which
he praised Donald Trump for fighting gender ideology.'

The fact that political elites exploited anti-gender discourse to gain office led them
to subsequently incorporate this discourse into public policies. Thus, over the past
decade, we have witnessed how the efforts of anti-gender actors have yielded several
tangible outcomes in the form of attacks on reproductive rights and human rights.
Most notable among these are the tightening of abortion policies in Poland and the
United States, the prevention of the ratification of the European Council’s Convention
on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (the
Istanbul Convention) in several countries (Czechia, Slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria), and
the withdrawal of Turkey from the convention, after having already ratified it in the
past. The anti-gender movement was also involved in preventing the introduction of
same-sex marriage or partnership in countries such as Czechia and Slovakia, while
Hungary, where anti-genderism is the politics of the official government, enacted
several laws discriminating against LGBTQAI+ individuals. Particularly significant were
the homophobic laws introduced in Russia and the extremely harsh anti-gay laws
prescribing the death penalty for certain same-sex acts introduced in Uganda in May
2023. Finally, an indirect but tangible effect of the discourse is the rise in physical
attacks on LGBTQIA+ people and feminist activists and scholars.

The state of the art

Although in the early 2010s scholars tended to treat and interpret the attacks on
‘gender’ as representative of their individual national public spheres, anti-genderism
is now recognised as a truly global phenomenon. Investigative research by scholars,
activists, and journalists has revealed that not only do the actors who engage in in-
strumentalising this discourse use strikingly similar arguments, rhetorical strategies,
and public relations tactics (Graff, Korolczuk 2022), but they also participate in interna-
tional alliances and convene and share tactics at international conferences (Buss, Her-
man 2003; Power 2010), and they are often funded by the same donors (Datta 2021).

The phenomenon of anti-genderism gained the attention of European academics,
activists, and the media in the first half of 2010s, as they began to observe the rise

' https://pravybreh.cz/populismus-neni-budoucnost-konzervatismu-deset-poznamek-k-americkym-
volbam/
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of a new discourse that warned of societal decline and moral decay. This increasing-
ly more popular discourse is centred on the concept of the ‘traditional family’. The
coalition of proponents of this discourse, comprising civil society actors, intellectuals,
clerics, and politicians, argues that the family — defined as a unit consisting of a man,
a woman, and their biological children - is the foundation of society. They contend
that this institution is in extreme danger and at risk of extinction due to an assault
by a pernicious ‘gender ideology’.

Within this discourse, ‘gender ideology’ is employed as an umbrella term and sig-
nifier for the perceived deterioration of society’s moral values. This deterioration is
attributed to the claims and demands of the new left, particularly feminist and gay
rights movements, and to the sexual revolution. As Kuhar and Patternote put it in
their seminal work, ‘gender ideology is a term initially created to oppose women's
and LGBT rights activism as well as scholarship deconstructing essentialist and nat-
uralistic assumptions about gender and sexuality. (...) It regards gender as the ide-
ological matrix of a set of abhorred ethical and social reforms, namely sexual and
reproductive rights, same-sex marriage and adoption, new reproductive technolo-
gies, sex education, gender mainstreaming, protection against gender violence and
others. Ignoring the history of the notion, “gender ideology” authors rely heavily on
John Money’s problematic experiments and erroneously consider Judith Butler as the
mother of “gender ideology”’ (Kuhar, Paternotte 2017: 5).

The intellectual roots

Since the early 2010s, this phenomenon has been rigorously examined from multiple
perspectives, and it would be misleading to claim that we lack knowledge about the
discourse itself and the actors who actively engage in its dissemination. On the con-
trary, a growing body of literature is illuminating the specific facets of this discourse.
Existing research has delved into its intellectual foundations, identifying key signifi-
ers such as the concepts of ‘complementarity’, ‘culture of death’, and the purported
‘Catholic anthropology’ found in the official writings of Popes and the Vatican (Case
2016; 2019). Another body of work has examined the work and role of conservative
intellectuals such as German sociologist Gabrielle Kuby or French psychoanalyst Tony
Anatrella (for a comprehensive overview, see Kuhar, Paternotte 2017).

Important insights have been provided by research on the neoconservatism of the
American Christian Right, which has been identified as an actor that has developed
important rhetorical strategies later used by the anti-gender movement, including the
need to protect the family (Buss, Herman 2003). This branch of research was crucial
for understanding the link between these groups of religious fundamentalists calling
for greater state control over people’s moral values and lifestyle and the intellectuals

| 5]



== EDITORIAL

and politicians who were promoting neoliberal reforms and politics in an attempt to
reduce the role of the state and govern according to market criteria (Brown 2006;
Cooper 2017). The authors convincingly manifest how such an intersection produces
the forces of de-democratisation. Thanks to this work we can understand the role of
the proponents of neoconservatism, the predecessor of the ‘anti-gender’ discourse,
in the ideological shift to neoliberalism. As Brown has importantly pointed out, neo-
conservatism is a political formation that is neither ideologically nor socially unified.
According to her, it is born out of a literally unholy alliance that is ‘only unevenly and
opportunistically religious” and includes ‘intellectuals and anti-intellectuals, secular
Jews and evangelical Christians, chamber musicians turned Sovietologists, political
theory professors, turned policy wonks, angry white men, and righteous black ones’
(Brown 2006: 696).

As Melinda Cooper (2017) demonstrates, the rise in the popularity of neoconserv-
ative ideology was a reaction to the so-called crisis of the family, manifested by the
growing number of divorces and single mothers. Cooper argues that the instrumen-
talisation of neoconservative discourse by neoliberals has been driven by pragmatism:
‘Neoliberals are particularly concerned about the enormous social costs that derive
from the breakdown of the stable Fordist family: the cost that have been incurred,
for example, by women who opt for no-fault divorce, women who have children out
of wedlock or those who engage in unprotected sex without private insurance; and
the fact that these costs accrue to the government and taxpayer rather than the pri-
vate family’ (Cooper 2017: 9). In other words, neoliberals have been advocating for
the promotion of conservative family values as a strategy to diminish the financial
burden on the welfare state, as they expect that individuals within the family unit
will be responsible for one another’s care and overall well-being. According to this
ideology, the private family should serve as the primary source of economic security
and a comprehensive alternative to the welfare state.

Transnational networking and the development of anti-gender
rhetoric

Scholars such as Margaret Power (2010) and Doris E. Buss and Didi Herman (2003)
have demonstrated how this neoconservative discourse was disseminated through
transnational networking and cooperation, emphasising the role of transnational
conferences, particularly those organised by the United Nations. The contemporary
frameworks through which actors convey traditional ideas diverge from earlier mod-
els by incorporating a critical concept that was absent from the 1970s discourse:
‘gender ideology’. This inclusion has led to the movement being characterised as the
‘anti-gender’ movement (Kuhar, Paternotte 2017). Despite its numerous variations
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and refinements, this discourse has undergone only minor changes since its incep-
tion in the 1970s. In fact, anti-gender discourse is essentially a repackaging of old
ideas. Like the American Christian Right of the 1970s and 1980s, anti-gender actors
denounce the hegemony of anti-discrimination and egalitarian ideas in the public
sphere, including the media, art, and education. They decry the ‘social engineering’
they associate with socialism and liberal democratic egalitarian projects such as an-
ti-discrimination initiatives, the gender quota, affirmative action, initiatives tackling
violence against women, legal access to abortion, same-sex marriage, and the pos-
sibility of same-sex partners raising children. In other words, they mourn the good
old patriarchal days in which marriage was a union between a man and a woman,
homosexuality was illegal, and it was deemed unacceptable for romantic relationships
to form between white and non-white people, and they strive to bring those days
back not only by opposing gender and sexuality progressive politics, but also by lob-
bying for the revocation of laws already introduced that were fought for by feminist
and LGBTQAI+ rights activists.

The development of the discourse’s crucial notion of ‘gender ideology’ is a side
effect of the mainstreaming of the concept of ‘gender’, which has transitioned from
feminist theoretical literature into mainstream discourse. The wider acceptance of
the concept became more than evident when it was utilised during the UN’s World
Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995 (Mclntosh, Finkle 1995). The notion ‘gen-
der ideology’ is claimed to have emerged in reaction to this particular conference
(Kuhar, Paternotte 2017).

An important branch of research analysing transnational networks focuses on the
development of anti-genderism in post-Soviet Russia, where the discourse has evolved
into a geopolitical instrument. This became starkly evident in the discourse utilised by
Russian propaganda during its conflict with Ukraine. However, the Russian iteration
of this discourse can be traced back to the 1990s, when representatives of the Amer-
ican Christian Right began collaborating with Russian conservatives and members of
the Russian Orthodox Church. This cooperation culminated in the establishment of
the World Congress of Families (WCF), an umbrella organisation that hosts regular
conferences featuring prominent figures such as political leaders, clerics, and activists
within the anti-gender movement. The inaugural WCF meeting, held in Prague in 1997,
was attended by 700 individuals. Since then, attendance has grown substantially, with
the most recent international congress in Mexico drawing over 8,000 participants.

Just as Brown described neoconservatives as an unholy alliance selectively instru-
mentalising religion, what we nowadays label the ‘anti-gender movement’ can be seen
as a coalition of various actors with ideologically and politically different backgrounds.
As Kovéts (2017) demonstrated in her groundbreaking analysis of anti-genderism in
Hungary, the composition of the anti-gender coalition mirrors the composition of the

| 7]



== EDITORIAL

neoconservative movement described by Brown. She argues that the coalition consists
of actors with very different ideological backgrounds for whom the notion of gender
functions as the ‘symbolic glue’ that holds the alliance together. Rather than sharing
ideological and political programmes, these groups share a common enemy.

The contribution of this thematic collection

While substantial research has focused on deconstructing anti-gender discourse and
elucidating the strategies employed by its proponents, there is a notable gap in our
understanding of the demand side. Pablo Gusmeroli and Luca Trappolin address this
gap within the Italian context in their article. They present findings from qualitative
interviews conducted with mothers and teachers who, despite not being activists
themselves, participated in anti-gender conferences.

The authors interpret these narratives as strategies employed by participants to
defend their ethical educational competence against emerging norms of sexual de-
mocracy. They argue that these women position themselves and construct their
legitimacy in response to the perceived risk of symbolic marginalisation within the
educational field. By adopting a perspective ‘from below’, Gusmeroli and Trappolin
avoid portraying the interviewed teachers and parents as mere cultural and religious
subjects manipulated by anti-gender leaders. Instead, they are depicted as social ac-
tors actively engaged in cultural and social struggles with significant stakes.

Ecem Nazli Ucok, like the aforementioned scholars, employs a qualitative in-depth
interview methodology. However, her research shifts the focus to the lived experiences
of those most affected by the discourse: Polish activist women who have migrated
from Poland. Ucok’s work explores the intersection of personal experiences, political
contexts, and feminist activism, emphasising the concept of affective dissonance. Her
research highlights the significance of understanding the emotional dimensions of
activism and the role of affective solidarity in motivating collective action.

As a Turkish academic who left Turkey to pursue research in gender studies amidst
political threats from the Turkish government, Ucok vividly describes developing a
bond of solidarity with Polish feminist activists. Despite their diverse backgrounds,
they found common ground in their shared struggles, fostering a sense of ‘sisterly
solidarity’. Her work enriches the literature by providing a micro-level perspective on
the pathways to activism and illuminating an unexpected consequence of anti-gender
politics: the emergence of a new generation of activists who have become radicalised
in response to increasing oppression.

Ucok's findings, derived from her collected data, present compelling testimonies
of feminist activism under hostile conditions perpetuated by the far-right governing
party, Prawo i Sprawiedliwos¢ (Law and Justice). The testimonies reveal the intense
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pressure and fear experienced by these activists, including threats to their lives as
they campaigned for women'’s and LGBTQIA+ rights in Poland. Her research offers
critical insights into the emotional and psychological toll of activism in repressive
environments, contributing to a deeper understanding of the dynamics driving con-
temporary feminist movements.

Finally, the concluding article in this thematic collection is by Altanay Kambekova,
who applies a decolonial perspective to analyse the anti-gender movement and pol-
itics in Kazakhstan. Kambekova argues that despite the global reach of this phenom-
enon, there exists a notable geographic imbalance in research attention, with Cen-
tral Asia remaining notably underrepresented. She asserts that the manifestation of
anti-gender discourse in this region is shaped by what she terms ‘double coloniality’,
wherein these nations contend with enduring influences from Russia, itself positioned
in a subordinate role within Western coloniality frameworks. Kambekova illustrates
how postcolonial sentiments have been appropriated within official state discourse
and aligned with anti-gender rhetoric in the context of Kazakhstan.

The three articles in this thematic section approach the topic from diverse perspec
tives, collectively illustrating the pervasive nature of anti-gender discourse in the daily
lives of ordinary citizens. This discourse affects a spectrum of individuals, from con-
servative parents and teachers to activists, feminists, and marginalised groups such as
women and queer individuals. As this discourse has transitioned from the margins of
religious fundamentalist groups into mainstream discourse, influencing voting behav-
iour and increasingly translating into discriminatory policies that contravene human
rights agendas, there is a pressing need to comprehend its resonance among various
demographic groups and the factors driving its adoption.

Final remarks

Coincidentally, the poststructuralist philosopher Judith Butler, who is often portrayed
as the ‘mother’ of gender ideology because of her influential book Gender Trouble,
published a book titled Who's Afraid of Gender? the same year of this special col-
lection which we originally planned to title Who's Afraid of Gender? as well. In the
book, they describe the global scene of the anti-gender movement and provide an
overview of the various streams and views that exist within the diverse coalition of
anti-gender actors. Their book, however, was inspired more by a psychoanalytical
approach as their aim was to deconstruct the different public statements made by
anti-gender actors. They describe the fear of gender as ‘a phantasm’ and equate the
anti-gender ideology that is constituent for the movement with fascism. They under-
stand this ‘phantasm’ as a psychosocial phenomenon and a site where ‘intimate fears
and anxieties become socially organized to incite political passions’ (Butler 2024: 9).
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Butler admits that there are many reasons to fear our world today. Among the
most urgent, they list climate change, forced migration, wars, and neoliberal econo-
mies that are accelerating inequality. They point out that the political right effectively
ignores these threats and ‘exploits’ different sort of fears: challenges to patriarchal
power and social structures within the state, civil society, and the heteronormative
family unit. In other words, Butler claims that there are legitimate anxieties and fears
among the world's populations, but the right displaces them by blaming them on
‘gender’. They argue that ‘for gender to be identified as a threat to all of life, civiliza-
tion, society, thought, and the like, it has to gather up a wide range of anxieties — no
matter how they contradict one another — package them into a single bundle, and
subsume them under a single name’ (Butler 2024: 5). Butler describes the instrumen-
talisation of the anti-gender ideology by states, churches, and political movements
as a purely dishonest strategy, the aim of which is to frighten people ‘to come back
into their ranks, to accept censorship, and to externalize their fear and hatred onto
vulnerable people’ (Butler 2024: 6).

We concur with Butler’s assertion that anti-gender ideology is a signal of broader
social crises beyond the issues of gender equality. However, it is our contention that
their book does not adequately engage with the perspectives of feminist and pro-gen-
der advocates. Consequently, it overlooks the nuanced dynamics between these po-
sitions, neglecting significant aspects of contemporary feminist politics, including its
institutionalisation, NGOQisation, and the power dynamics of global capitalism. Fur-
thermore, we contend that the psychoanalytical framework Butler employs needs to
be supplemented with research that addresses the demand side — namely, the indi-
viduals who find resonance with this discourse. Solely relying on Butler's analysis risks
dismissing these individuals’ perspectives as mere instances of false consciousness.
This was the original aim of this thematic section. While this thematic section was in-
itially conceived to be devoted to articles focusing on the demand side of anti-gender
discourse, fewer submissions utilising this perspective were received than expected.
This highlights a significant gap in current research that requires further investigation.
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Abstract: Over the past decade, the protest against so-called ‘gender ideology’ in Italian
schools has witnessed widespread and pervasive mobilisations. Prompted by the directives
of anti-gender organisations, grassroots networks activated at the local level have opposed
educational programmes related to gender equality, sexuality and the prevention of
discrimination against LGBT+ individuals. Through qualitative interviews with Catholic mothers
and teachers who participated in the anti-gender conferences in 2015, we adopted a micro-
level perspective to interpret their narratives as strategies aimed at defending their ethical
and heteronormative educational competence against emerging norms of sexual democracy.
The analysis shows how these women position themselves and construct their opposition to
gender ideology as a means of asserting social and cultural legitimacy against the perceived
risk of symbolic marginalisation in the field of education.

Keywords: field of education, qualitative interviews, Italy, anti-gender mobilisations

Gusmeroli, Paolo, Trappolin, Luca. 2024. ‘'The School Must Not Be Partisan!” Mobilising against
‘Gender Ideology’ in Italian Schools. Gender a vyzkum / Gender and Research 25 (1): 12-30,
https://doi.org/10.13060/gav.2024.008.

It has only been a decade since campaigns against ‘gender theory/ideology’ (or sim-
ply ‘gender’) became visible in the Italian public sphere (Trappolin 2022). In this time,
a network of Italian neo-conservative and Catholic organisations have successfully
positioned ‘gender theory’ as a public issue (Prearo 2017) and actively campaigned
against civil unions, same-sex marriage, laws aimed at criminalising homo-transpho-
bia, and educational programmes that they accuse of promoting a pro-gender agenda
in schools (Gusmeroli, Trappolin 2021).

This sustained mobilisation has yielded remarkable results. As an example, the law
on civil unions that passed in 2016 did not take into consideration the parenthood
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aspirations of same-sex partners or the parental role actually performed by partners
cohabiting with legal mothers/fathers of the same sex. At the same time, the Ital-
ian penal code still lacks explicit provisions against homo-transphobic crimes, and
the implementation of gender-sensitive school projects remains highly contested.
Even more noteworthy is the fact that the fight against ‘gender ideology/theory’ has
gained popularity in the national debate and has been incorporated into the elector-
al platforms of far-right parties such as Lega (League) and Fratelli d’Italia (Brothers
of Italy), which emerged victorious in the Italian national elections in 2022. Conse-
guently, politicians strongly associated with anti-gender organisations now occupy
key institutional positions.

In recent times, also in Italy, ‘the politicization of gender by conservative forces’
(Cabral Grinspan et al. 2023: 4) has intersected with the activism of ‘gender-critical’
feminists who question the institutionalisation of transgender rights and epistemol-
ogies (cf. Sullivan 2020; Hines 2020; Cabral Grinspan et al. 2023). This happened
between 2020 and 2021, when the public debate on the so-called Zan Bill, a law
proposal against ‘discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender
identity’ (rejected in 2021), led to unexpected convergences between conservatives
and some feminist representatives (Gusmeroli 2024). Although in the Italian case re-
ligious networks and institutions play a crucial role, this ‘new’ configuration of the
public debate has made it too complex for it to be reduced to a conflict that fits into
the traditional opposition between progressives and conservatives.

Given this background, the primary objective of this article is to enhance com-
prehension of how ‘anti-genderism’ can be locally appropriated by different groups
activated within and beyond Catholic religious circles. The case study we focus on
pertains to a protest to prevent gender ideology from entering Italian schools in 2015.
The protest targeted new legislation promoted by a centre-left government (the Buo-
na Scuola [Good School] law 107) that was accused of facilitating the adoption of
‘pro-gender’ initiatives linked to gender and sexual education (Gusmeroli, Trappolin
2021). Programmes aimed at preventing discrimination, bullying, and violence based
on sexual orientation and gender stereotypes were also targeted and systematically
accused of pursuing hidden goals in line with gender ideology. Different from past
mobilisations in defence of (Catholic) private schools (Avanza, Della Sudda 2017), this
protest was directed at public schools. The mobilisation, driven by anti-gender or-
ganisations, contributed to establishing and reinforcing surveillance by teachers and
parents of ‘threatening’ school programmes and activities, as shown by the regularly
updated dossier published by the anti-gender NGO Pro Vita & Famiglia on its blog.!

' Pro Vita & Famiglia (Pro Life & Family) is one of the largest and most active Italian anti-gender
organisations. Its blog advertises that ‘Pro Vita & Famiglia continuously receives reports of projects
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In the next sections, after introducing the theoretical framework and methodology,
we present our analysis, which is divided into two parts. The first part examines how
mothers and teachers in our sample appropriated and negotiated the anti-gender
discourse they were exposed to by attending conferences on the topic. In the second
section, we explore how opposition to ‘gender’ is explained in relation to the defence
of their role as competent carers and educators.

Theoretical framework

Various political and sociological scholars have acknowledged the ability of the dis-
course against gender ideology to extend beyond its religious origins. For example,
it has been remarked that in many national contexts, the opposition to gender has
been ‘freely deployed by various political actors, from social movements to political
parties’ (Kévats 2022: 111). Moreover, it has been argued that opposition to gender
now serves as a ‘symbolic glue’ (Kévats, P6im 2015), bringing together various con-
servative groups, associations, and political parties (Corredor 2019; Kuhar, Paternotte
2017). As a consequence, anti-gender politics has become particularly conspicuous
within neo-nationalist, populist, and authoritarian agendas (Paternotte, Kuhar 2018;
Graff, Korolczuk 2022; for the Italian case, see Bellé et al. 2016; Righetti 2016; Belle,
Poggio 2018; Garbagnoli, Prearo 2018).

In this sense, opposition to ‘gender ideology’ has been interpreted as a (imagined)
‘reactionary response to neoliberalism’ (Graff, Korolczuk 2022) that is often articu-
lated within an anti-system populist and authoritarian framework (Svetonova 2022).
Analysis of the relationship between anti-gender discourses and mobilisation strate-
gies has also highlighted how malleable this ‘reactionary rhetorical dispositive’ (Gar-
bagnoli 2016) can be. It has been described as an ‘empty signifier’ (Korolczuk, Graff
2018: 797) employed by different actors to channel personal fears and anxieties into
political action without the need for internal coherence (Butler 2024).

In the Italian case, analysis of the spread of anti-gender discourses has paid sig-
nificant attention to the renewal of Catholic political activism. For instance, Anna
Lavizzari and Massimo Prearo (2019) have highlighted the capacity of anti-gender
protests to provide a political voice that allows the re-composition of Catholic political
projects in a complex post-secular society. This interpretation situates the anti-gender
‘moment’ within a long and well-established tradition of Catholic activism against
gender/sexual equality and reproductive rights (Avanza, Della Sudda 2017). Similarly,
an analysis by Elisa Bellé and Barbara Poggio (2018) showed how organisations such

inspired by gender theory applied in Italian schools of all levels’. See https://www.provitaefamiglia.it/
blog/progetti-gender-nelle-scuole-ecco-il-dossier [accessed on 15 June 2023].
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as Pro Vita & Famiglia and La Manif Pour Tous Italia strongly promoted the idea of a
silent majority sharing Catholic morality on the subject of gender and sexuality, which
is threatened by international networks of radical feminism and LGBT+ activism. Other
streams of literature focusing on how the anti-gender discourse is exploited within
the right-wing populist agenda have detected new frames related to the defence of
[talian identity against the pressures of multiculturalism and globalisation (Garbagnoli,
Prearo 2018; Pavan 2019; Dona 2020).

The variety of meanings assigned to gender by its opponents must be explored
to reveal how symbolic and political struggles cannot be reduced to competing ar-
guments about what sex and gender are or should be. In this sense, the malleability
of the anti-gender rhetoric is echoed in research that has applied ethnographic and
qualitative methods to study anti-gender activism and politics, revealing a relative
variety of postures and competing ideas about what can and cannot be considered
‘genderism’.

From this perspective, scholars have considered how anti-gender stances can be
appropriated for different stakes by different groups (Massei 2017; Geva 2019; Mos-
er et al. 2022). The micro-level and ‘bottom-up’ perspective has allowed to consider
many nuances within the local production of activism. For example, through an eth-
nographic observation of Italian Family Day in 2015, Massimo Prearo (2017: 17) re-
vealed the role of religious networks and shared symbolic codes within a mobilisation
officially presented as ‘non-confessional and apolitical’ by its leaders. Martina Avanza
(2020), investigating pro-life Italian associations, discovered a stark gendered division
of labour between the political level (typically framed as ‘masculine’) and caring daily
practices (typically framed as ‘feminine’), which was also reflected in different ethical
stances. A French study on Catholic and Muslim activists engaged against the teaching
of ‘gender theory’ at school identified distinct motivations between the two groups,
primarily shaped by contrasting experiences and relationships with the educational
institution (Massei 2017). In another study, Dori Geva (2019: 398) considered how
particular forms of protest carried out by La Manif Pour Tous in France could be in-
terpreted as a struggle for social distinction conducted by 'highly educated Catholics’,
who ‘cannot convert their moral knowledge into cultural capital’.

Our analysis follows the path traced by Dori Geva, investigating how a sample of
anti-gender mothers and teachers, endowed with recognised social capital at the
local level, represent their positioning in a changing educational field in reference to
a (imagined) new standard of sexual democracy (Fassin 2012). We adopt the meth-
odological imperative of constructing social space as a structure of distinct positions,
wherein strategies are shaped by a struggle for and the possession of particular forms
of ‘'symbolic power’ (Bourdieu 1991). In other words, we aim to consider the strug-
gle related to norms and values but also the antagonism between social groups that
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is reflected in the same struggle (Bourdieu 1994). Following this perspective, the
analysis does not reduce ethical stances to concealed interests or ideological ‘false
consciousness’ (see also Sayer 2005; Pellandini-Simanyi 2014). Instead, adopting a
gaze ‘from below’, anti-gender teachers and parents are not treated as cultural (and
religious) dopes manipulated by anti-gender leaders or organisations (although the
narratives collected clearly resonate with the official scripts promoted in confer-
ences), but as social actors engaged in cultural and social struggles with relevant
stakes.

Methodological notes

Our analysis draws on 17 semi-structured interviews with parents and teachers who
attended anti-gender conferences in 2015 in a rural area of central Italy (Gusmeroli,
Trappolin 2021). All interviewees were women aged between 30 and 50 who de-
clared themselves to be locally engaged in preventing the entry into schools of what
they deem pro-gender initiatives. The sample was constructed using a snowball
strategy. Interviewees were intercepted among the audience at anti-gender confer-
ences held at the time (May and June 2015) in the same area. This recruitment strat-
egy resulted in a sample with a clear gender bias, which mirrored the prevalence of
women in parents’ informal groups and among the teachers involved in that par-
ticular context (although men were also present). The respondents presented them-
selves as mothers with young children (5) or as teachers working in primary schools
or kindergartens (9). In three cases, the interviewees held both roles (parent and
teacher).

The choice to focus on the audience of the conferences instead of the official rep-
resentatives of the mobilisation (anti-gender speakers, experts, etc.) was motivated
by two main factors. The first reason is related to opportunity: refusals — or limited
access to the field of investigation — are well documented in studies on conservative
groups and leaders (Avanza 2015; Lavizzari 2019). The second motivation is linked to
our attempt to investigate anti-gender mobilisation ‘from below’. This was lacking in
most of the available literature at that time, at least in the Italian context.

The semi-structured interviews focused on two main topics: the definition of the
problem linked to mobilisation against ‘gender ideology’ and the representation of
workable solutions to the problems outlined. Although most interviewees identified
as Catholic, they could not be considered a uniform group. Most respondents also
declared their lack of affiliation with Catholic pro-life associations, right-wing par-
ties, and organisations that were fuelling the protest at the time, even if they were
shown to be connected to the local Catholic parishes and parents’ and teachers’
networks linked to local school activities. Despite the different positioning, which
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was also reflected in how the anti-gender speakers at the conferences were evaluat-
ed, all except one declared that they were engaged in monitoring schools to prevent
the entry of what they believe to be pro-gender activities. The information collected
does not allow us to fully reconstruct individual trajectories and positioning in terms
of social class and political preferences. Despite the limited and problematic access to
the field, the narratives we collected allow us to consider how the views of teachers
and mothers are given political and social relevance.

For ethical reasons, the names of the interviewees used in the text are fictional and
all details related to individual identities have been omitted. Informed consent was
obtained before beginning the interviews.

The interviews were fully audio-recorded and transcribed and subsequently sub-
jected to a thematic analysis inspired by the critical discourse approach (Fairclough
2003). The analysis was conducted using qualitative coding software (RQDA).

Engaging in the fight against ‘gender ideology’

In this section, we provide a synthesis of the reception of the anti-gender rhetoric and
alarms by mothers and teachers that we intercepted. To summarise the appropriation
of the anti-gender content by our sample of mothers and teachers, we focus on three
dimensions: the role of moral panic, the content of the protest and the strategies for
preventing pro-gender initiatives from entering schools.

As mentioned, the relevance of moral panic, or ‘sex panics'? (Herdt 2009), in spark-
ing anti-gender protests has been analysed extensively in the literature (for the Italian
case, see Belle, Poggio 2018). In our case study, when accounting for their mobilisa-
tion, most respondents recalled how they came into contact with news and alarms
related to the victimisation, early sexualisation, or even abuse of young children. Re-
current arguments were made about school initiatives — some invented, others mis-
chievously reinterpreted — in which children were told ‘they could choose to become
men or women’ without correspondence to their sex. None of the episodes recalled
occurred in the local context. Some respondents mentioned activities in which chil-
dren were asked to ‘wear the opposite-sex clothes to let them experience what it feels
like’, meaning that the initiative, with the excuse of promoting gender equality, was
intended to actively queer children’s gender identities. Others referred to initiatives
of sexual and affective education aimed at ‘making children explore their bodies’ by

2 Alessandro Dal Lago (1999: 35) claimed that ‘There should be no doubt about the moral character (in
sociological terms) of fears’ (authors’ translation). In this sense, we assume that social fears — even when
clearly fed by urban legends or slanderous inventions — mirror deeply-rooted social feelings and should
be investigated as such.
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"touching each other’ in kindergarten. Recalling a document of the WHO, some re-
spondents even mentioned the risk of having masturbation classes in primary schools
or earlier. Carolina (mother of two) told a typical story, explaining how she learned
about the threat of gender ideology:

I learned about this ‘gender’ from a flyer, which | received at home. Perhaps it
was a little too alarmist, but it immediately drew my attention to strange things.
Like, there was talk of sex explained to children, even in kindergarten, and even
masturbation. All things a bit... that a parent, when they read them, panics and
says, ‘Oh god, what’s going on!?’

In our respondents’ narratives, the typical demonisation of the enemy promoted
by anti-gender organisations and leaders also emerged, although in varying degrees
and tones. There was also widespread distrust of the actors accused of promoting
gender ideology, primarily defined as LGBT+ associations, gay lobbies, or powerful
transnational institutions (such as the EU and the WHO), as mentioned in the fol-
lowing quotes:

It is not yet clear what they want to do. The only clear thing is that they want
this ideology to enter — because it is an ideology! — into schools. To ensure that
everyone accept as normal something that is not normal. (Enrica, mother)

There are lobbies and there are economic interests that, probably, | cannot even
fully understand because they are well beyond my knowledge. (Debora, mother)

The attempt of state institutions to institutionalise LGBT+ rights was assumed by
some — according to remarks in rather different contexts — as proof of its complicity
with an ‘orchestrated “gender ideological” conspiracy’ (Linander et al. 2022). The
threat was regularly referred to as overwhelming and powerful social forces promot-
ing a totalitarian project.

Despite the recurrent information that caused a moral panic to spread, we discov-
ered a rather unexpected variety of perspectives when it came to rationalising fears
and worries about gender ideology. For example, respondents themselves tended
to distinguish ‘conspiracy’ scripts — refused by some — from what they assumed to
be more ‘moderate’ and rational arguments (Gusmeroli, Trappolin 2021). Some re-
spondents explicitly debunked ‘fake news’ or distanced themselves from anti-gender
speakers. Sara (teacher and mother), for example, described her positioning within
the protest, distinguishing herself from both ultra-religious and LGBT+ associations,
which she described as opposing radicalisms:
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They [anti-gender activists] are obsessed with religion, they make prayer groups,
so they are angry about the family, and they all went to Rome [to attend Family
Day]. Do you think that their ostentation is better than that of those attending
Gay Pride? They are just the same, in the end.

However, in most cases, this kind of ‘critical’ posture did not result in the rejection
of the gender issue or the dismissal of its relevance. Even without resorting to con-
spiracy theories, there was extensive agreement about the idea that new sexual and
gender norms, deemed dis-embedded from the local context could enter schools and
promote a ‘gone-too-far’ or ‘perverted’ sexual modernisation. In this sense, moral
panic proved to be successful, at least, in capturing attention, establishing this as an
issue, and eliciting a sense of responsibility on the grounds of a caring ethos (the duty
of parents/teachers to be informed about this potential threat).

It is noteworthy that, especially when compared to anti-gender messages circu-
lating online or in social networks, the discourse of the anti-gender leaders that the
respondents had heard at conferences was perceived as professional and well in-
formed. In this respect, the information was considered relevant even by respondents
who strongly debunked the conspiracy scripts or who took a critical distance from
the radical conservatism of the same anti-gender organisations. Most importantly,
anti-gender speakers were perceived as not motivated by religious or political goals
and as providing ‘scientific’ explanations about what gender ideology is and why it is
dangerous. In other words, they were assumed to be reliable sources of knowledge
on little-known topics related to gender and sexual epistemologies (explained and
simplified in their own terms).

Respondents described the cornerstones of what was assumed to be a threatening
‘gender theory’ or ‘ideology’ in light of the anti-gender conference they had just at-
tended. Consistent with the existing literature, we detected three main topics of the
protest®. The first depicts ‘gender ideology’ as a pedagogical programme aimed at
actively overcoming the binarism of gender identities, pursued by explicitly teaching
children that gender identity can be ‘freely chosen’. The second frame, still relating
to gender as an educational approach, revolves around the early sexualisation of
children through games and activities that expose them to dangerous manipulations
by educators. In the third frame, gender ideology takes on the meaning of a cultur-

3 Although clearly resonating with our comments about the sparking of moral panic, the three topics
recalled here cannot be wholly superimposed onto them. Moral panic exploits immediate fear and
worries more directly, whereas here we refer to the broader normative conflicts on which the anti-
gender crusade is constructed. However, respondents often mix reactions to myths — such as those
related to masturbation classes in kindergarten — with opposition to the changing social norms related
to the family, gender, and sexuality.
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al and political weapon that threatens the legitimate definitions of a ‘natural’ family
and parenthood, for example, by redefining their vocabularies (e.g. ‘'mum’ and ‘dad’
become ‘parent 1" and ‘parent 2’). In the radical version of this last frame, even sim-
ply acknowledging the existence of different family forms was considered the legit-
imisation of ‘deviance’.

The reception of the anti-gender call for action by our sample of respondents was
evident in the strategies that they nominated to defend the legitimate division of ed-
ucational labour between school and family in the domain of sexual and gender edu-
cation. The basic and shared demand, as also identified in research in other European
countries, is that on these topics the family must take precedence over the school
(see Kuhar 2015). Moreover, both the teachers and the parents in our case study, in
conformity with the messages disseminated by anti-gender organisations and lead-
ers, stressed the importance of monitoring what goes on at school and converged in
two widely shared pragmatic demands: (i) there should be more information about
school activities relating to sex issues and (ii) parents should be given the choice to
grant or withhold their informed consent for their children to participate in these
activities.

In other words, mothers defended their right to provide what they considered a
good and desirable sexual education against unwanted emancipatory pressures attrib-
uted to pro-gender educational ideologies. Teachers cited the principle of ‘freedom
of education guaranteed by the Constitution” and claimed the right to object to the
obligation ‘to teach gender ideology’.

In recent years, the application of these strategies — often presented in the me-
dia as the spontaneous, non-political, and a-confessional protest of worried parents
and teachers — has proven to be effective in preventing activities aimed at opposing
discrimination, bullying, and violence based on sexual orientation and gender stereo-
types — especially when organised by feminist and LGBT+ associations — from entering
Italian schools (Trappolin, Gusmeroli 2023).

Resisting educational and ethical déclassement

So far, we have discussed how the scripts and claims of anti-gender organisations
and leaders have been received, and relatively negotiated, by a sample of engaged
mothers and teachers. Now, we focus on how the mothers’ and teachers’ opposition
to gender is narratively related to how they situate themselves in a space of social
positions.* In other words, we consider their anti-gender stances as forms of ‘social

4 In another paper (Gusmeroli, Trappolin 2021), we considered how the practice of anti-gender
surveillance is paired with a different and relational positioning. For example, women who claimed a
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distinction’ (Bourdieu 1979; see Geva 2019) played in the educational field, where eth-
ical stances are relevant stakes for defining which social norms are legitimate (or not)
and who is entitled to determine the meaning attached to standards of education.

To begin, we examine how the respondents defined the political and cultural
space in which the issue of gender entered the local context. Despite the patronage
of religious parishes and local public institutions governed by right or centre-right
mayors, the issue of gender was barely perceived as driven by far-right or extremist
forces. When respondents mentioned local actors, they never explicitly referred to
political parties, revealing a possible and implicit distinction between official poli-
tics (perceived as remote from the local context) and the pragmatic daily politics,
embedded in the parents’ and Catholic social networks (cf. Gusmeroli, Trappolin
2021). In this regard, it is noteworthy that the respondents converged in describing
their town and local areas as a traditional and (mainly) Catholic community where
pro-gender initiatives were hardly considered a concrete threat. Consistent with this,
LGBT+ people and organisations, as well as same-sex families, were not perceived as
being part of the local social landscape. References to contexts where gender ideol-
ogy was deemed to be at work often depicted a recurring opposition between the
urban and 'hypermodernity’ on one side (with references to big Italian cities or to
countries such as Germany, the UK, and the US) and laidback rural authenticity on the
other. The self-representation of interviewees as ‘common and deserving’ people is,
in this light, not just a rhetorical strategy consistent with a populist outlook but also
a relevant form of (Catholic) ‘social distinction” that is played out in a concrete social
space.

It is within this representation of the local social and cultural space that mothers
and teachers combine stances that could be labelled as extremist and ultra-conserv-
ative with ideas of (Catholic) moderation and educational competence. As noted
above, it is not just the legitimacy of a political ‘opinion’ that is at stake here but the
respondents’ sense of their own position (as ‘good’ parents and teachers). As Enrica
stated, ‘Now we are all homophobic and racist, but does that seem likely to you?’
Many respondents aligned with this representation and stressed their intention to
reject and overturn the ethical and political stigma associated, for instance, with the
concept of homophobia. Their opposition to gender allowed them to restate their
social and cultural legitimacy in the face of the perceived threat of their symbolic
marginalisation.

‘moderate’ standpoint distinguished themselves from other ‘radicalised’ parents and refused to adopt
conspiracy scripts, extreme populist tones, or a paranoid belief about a gender dictatorship. The focus
on this positioning allowed us to detect even some ironic dynamics, for example, when ‘anti-gender’
teachers talked about their efforts to convince worried and hostile parents that gender was not a concrete
threat, at least in their school.
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The rhetorical, and sometimes ironic, use of the term ‘bigot/bigotry’ is a good ex-
ample of the contradictory relationship between a claimed moral/ethical distinction
and its positioning on the side of pre-modernity and extremism defined by the liberal
standards of sexual democracy. On the one hand, these terms (bigot/bigotry) are used
to signal different positionings within the same space of anti-gender activism. Sara
(teacher), for example, distanced herself from ‘closed-minded and bigoted Catholics’,
including some ‘anti-gender’ parents and leaders recalling, however, the need "to be
careful when you discuss these topics’ (gender and sexuality). Another relevant point
relates to the refusal to equate ‘Catholic” with ‘bigot’ when it comes to sexual rights
and gender equality. In this sense, the stances expressed by an allegedly progressive
pope (Francis) against gender ideology (see Case 2016) were cited to highlight the
moderateness of their own stance.

In other cases, the label ‘bigot’ was ironically and polemically self-attributed to
indicate the hostility of liberal-progressive elites towards the ‘common’ people or
entire cultures. The revaluation of the term was even more evident when respond-
ents strongly distanced themselves from the political values, actors, and meanings
that they saw as governing the relevant processes of (in their eyes ‘imposed’) social
and cultural change. Their own stigmatisation (as bigots) was therefore implicitly re-
interpreted as a kind of symbolic violence imposed on them by left-liberal standards.
For example, this narrative strategy was adopted to describe the posture of a whole
country (ltaly) resisting the process of sexual modernisation. Deborah (mother) stated:

I hope that in Italy, we will never reach this stupidity (...). Because we are in Eu-
rope, and we are in an open world where, therefore, sooner or later, bigoted
Italy will also have to adjust...

In resisting or appropriating allegations of bigotry, anti-gender mothers and teach-
ers also implicitly revealed how reflexivity (‘We know we are perceived as bigots,
but...") could provide their political stances with a new legitimacy in the market of
opinions, which they could achieve by stressing their cultural stigmatisation in the
enemy’s eyes.

Another relevant narrative script adopted to legitimise anti-gender claims at a daily
and pragmatic level was the rejection of assumedly unworthy political knowledge on
gender and sexuality. Generally, the respondents showed little familiarity with the
vocabulary related to sexuality and gender identities. Among others, Barbara claimed
that she knew that ‘there are three genders: man, woman and homosexual’. Natalia
claimed that the acronym LGBT summarises ‘the four main genders'. In other cases,
interviewees recalled the presence of different ‘communities of interpretations’ sup-
porting opposite views on these topics. For example, Sonia said:
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Whether it’s true or not, | don’t know! Here, there’s a frightening confusion.
A colleague went to a meeting of feminists, and all of them were in favour of this
‘gender’. Conversely, if you listen to Catholics, they explain it in a different way.

The conspicuous refusal to engage with ‘confusing’ topics and ideas did not just
reveal a lack of knowledge about the issue of gender. Pro-gender knowledge was
in fact also accused of being the cause of social suffering. The primary concern did
not appear to be solely about recognising the potential misguidedness of abstract
pro-gender knowledge but was also about how this knowledge, considered to be “ir-
responsibly’ disseminated by ‘open-minded’ (meaning liberal and progressive) groups
(see Geva 2019), can serve as a tangible source of social distress. Lucia (mother of
two) argued:

When I'm three years old, | want the red car. | don’t want to know if I’'m a boy or
a girl, | couldn’t care less. | have a penis, alright, one day you'll tell me what it's
for, but you don't tell me beforehand because it’ll create never-ending trauma.

Anti-gender stances were often referred to as pragmatic and down-to-earth con-
cerns rather than political and/or philosophical arguments (dismissed by many as too
abstract and inconclusive). The down-to-earth narrative was also represented as a
form of anti-intellectualism opposed to a (perceived) dystopian hypermodernity —
considered exogenous. A sort of ethical distinction was constructed by comparing
simplicity to the manufactured and the natural to the over-culturalised in a worldview
in which sexual modernisation is seen mainly as a source of social distress. This way,
spontaneity and naturalness were set in opposition to the notion of a (pro-gender)
agenda aimed at indoctrinating children, thrusting them into a ‘disturbing’ sexualised
world. Debora (mother of two) asserted:

I want my child to grow up peacefully. Beyond the myriads of problems and stre-
ssful situations that society imposes on our children today, where they constantly
feel the pressure to excel in everything and chase after everything. | don’t want
to add yet another doubt, yet another worry, yet another form of stress regar-
ding their sexual identity.

Children, in this view, have a right to live in an enchanted world free from ‘trou-
bling and harmful’ knowledge (as same-gender attraction and transgenderism are
constructed as equally disturbing and harmful). Interestingly, some respondents di-
rected this same attitude (of wanting children to be free from harmful knowledge)
against the conservative-oriented sexual education ‘of the past’. This was the case of
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Sara, a teacher who adhered to anti-gender surveillance, and positioned herself as a
moderate and a ‘progressive’. As a child, she received sexual education from a nun.
She remembered how ‘hallucinatory’ this experience was, as the nun ‘showed us jars
containing aborted foetuses’ and ‘a video on the abortion technigue’. Nowadays, she
considered gender to be a similar threat. The ‘refusal to know’ about gender and
sexualities was justified with arguments about the ethical and moral imperatives of
care, leaving aside religious arguments.

Against this background, suffering, trauma, confusion, and even the alleged abuse
of children that the respondents assumed to be the outcomes of pro-gender activ-
ities were invoked to downplay (or even deny) the effects of heteronormative and
cis-normative cultures. Unsurprisingly, many respondents denounced what they called
the excessive attention given to LGBT people, portrayed as ‘screaming minorities’
monopolising public attention and the political debate and creating a distraction
from real problems, and now accused of wanting to bring their ‘troubling’” knowl-
edge into schools. As Natalie (teacher) said, ‘There’s always a minority group that is
shouting, and they know how to shout’. Or, as Debora (mother of two) put it, ‘Why
should | educate 99% of the boys for the 1% minority [gay people] that have this
problem?’

Some respondents — particularly those who distanced themselves from the an-
ti-gender extremism linked to far-right radicalism — wanted to harmonise a heter-
onormative view with adhesion to a pluralist ethos — for example, by stressing their
"tolerance’ and stating their (limited®) support for LGBT+ rights:

I put myself in the shoes of those who belong to a minority. Being perceived in
a certain way, being classified in a certain way, not having rights when you feel
normal, like others. That’s not an easy life. (Giorgia, teacher)

We don’t have to tell children how they have to play, especially at this age. If a
boy wants to play with dolls, no one will tell him, ‘No, you can’t play with dolls
because you're a boy!” (llenia, teacher)

Sometimes | think of a child abandoned in an orphanage where no one loves
him. The idea of leaving him there and not giving him to two mothers, parent
1 and parent 2, or two fathers. | don’t conscientiously find it right! (Sara, tea-
cher and mother)

> Their limitation can be observed in two main directions: as limits imposed on the recognition of same-
sex parenting; and as the configuration of LGBT+ rights, expressed as a respect for individuality, an issue
that should be confined to the world of adults.
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If one day my son tells me that he is gay, he is free to love whoever he wants,
| think there’s no problem. (Barbara, mother)

Teachers, in particular, referred to anti-discrimination programmes as a tak-
en-for-granted part of their work and a relevant part of their educational competence.
They also recalled their longstanding educational engagement to promote respect for
pluralism in public schools. Respect for the ‘person’, whatever their ‘difference’ (they
repeatedly mentioned disabled, gay, and black people) was recurrent. For some, the
limits of pluralism were established with respect to traditions and therefore through
the assumed legitimacy of culturally embedded values and beliefs. As Natalia said:

School is secular and should teach everything, but up to a certain point! It is true
that it is secular, but if | have Muslims in my class, this does not mean | have to
pray like Muslims. We are still a Catholic country, where all religions are taught
at school, but Catholicism is practised.

In this respect, teachers described how they guaranteed a ‘neutral’ (meaning,
non-partisan) education for their pupils (not only in gender and sexuality issues) as
a form of tolerance towards various ‘minorities’, without questioning traditional and
hegemonic habits. At the same time, they tended to distinguish their openness to
‘pluralism’ from the threat posed by gender ideology.

The school must not be partisan. It must be able to make the child understand
that diversity is not scary, that diversity must in any case be accepted, be it about
gender, culture, or religion. Then, we must be cautious about these projects on
affective-emotional education, or on bullying, feminicide, respect, disability.
(Sara, teacher)

I have to educate my children to have respect. If they see two mums and two
dads bringing up a child as if they were a traditional family and my children ask
me ‘Why?’, | will explain it to them, and I'll try to make them understand that
it’s something that can happen, and that even if it's different from their family,
there’s nothing wrong with them believing that it’s right. But gender ideology
is different from this. (Federica, teacher and mother)

This kind of narrative, in which pluralism is defined by accepting an unquestioned
cultural hegemony (also in terms of sexuality, gender and family), can easily translate
into a narrative that we propose labelling ‘reverse pluralism’. This is a call for plural-
ism issued from a dominant standpoint, as if occupying a dominated position. As
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Olga (teacher) said, ‘It will turn out that those like us, who are married and have chil-
dren, are the ones who will be marginalised’. Using these words, she described how
‘normal’ families might transition from a position of ‘tolerant hegemony’ to that of
a 'tolerated minority".

The respondents’ assumption of a self-victimising posture seems to reflect the gap
between the perceived legitimacy of their social position (as citizens and families)
and their potential stigmatisation within the field of sexual democracy (as bigots,
homophobes, pre-modernists, and so on). This rhetoric is relatively consistent with
the co-option of an anti-colonial frame within anti-gender stances reported by some
scholars (see Graff 2016; Korolczuc, Graff 2018; Krizsan, Siim 2018), later defined as
‘reverse anti-colonialism’ (Roth, Sauer 2022).

But the ideals of pluralism were also reframed through pragmatic worries situated
in everyday situations. In this regard, teachers often referred to the exhausting medi-
ation work they do with parents from different social and cultural backgrounds. As
Sara (teacher) described:

There are families that are more open-minded and others that are more bigo-
ted. But you can’t blame them for it; after all, each of us has a story behind us.
If that family is bigoted, | cant do much as a teacher.

Abstract arguments and educational orientations were therefore translated into
everyday struggles to maintain the trust and consent of parents. Selective condescen-
sion in the face of parents’ diverse cultural orientations was evident in the widespread
choice - by school directors and teachers — to avoid ‘divisive’ pedagogical programmes
(Guerrini 2018). In this sense, an analysis of the capacity of specific social groups (and
not others) to define what topics are ‘divisive’ would reveal how social influence within
the school field, and within a community, is asymmetrically distributed.

Conclusion

Anti-gender activism, in Italy as elsewhere, has been interpreted as the result of a pro-
tracted process through which a neo-conservative (and Catholic) front has adopted
new vocabularies and strategies to oppose gender and sexual equality policies and
rights (Paternotte, Kuhar 2018), producing dramatic outcomes. In a relatively short
period of time, neo-populist political forces and some Catholic elements (linked to
pro-life associations) have been able to create relevant consent against ‘genderism'’
and to re-establish their political agenda against LGBT+ rights and gender equality
on new bases. More importantly, they have been able to get their issues, and their
representatives, into mainstream politics and to mobilise a broader audience.
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Against this background, after examining the reception and negotiation of the an-
ti-gender discourse by a sample of ‘worried” mothers and teachers, we focused on
how they use anti-gender arguments to legitimise their own social and educational
positions. The interviews clearly showed how anti-gender stances were related to the
fear of being symbolically and culturally marginalised and of a shift in their position
from that of a ‘tolerant hegemony’ to that of a ‘tolerated minority’. We have consid-
ered how they resist this imagined déclassement, and how anti-gender rhetoric can
be adopted to restate their positioning within the field of education. For example,
the anti-gender political ‘trademark’ is selectively assumed to reverse the stigma of
‘bigotry’ and ‘radicalism’ — the latter being projected, instead, onto pro-gender ac-
tors — and to claim the right to determine the limits of pluralism from a conservative
standpoint and also through what we have called ‘reverse pluralism’.
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This article focuses on the politics of emotions experienced by Polish migrant activist
women regarding the construction of their activist identities and their political bi-
ographies that shape their activism. This article takes its theoretical framework from
the concept of Claire Hemmings' (2012) affective solidarity to examine how emo-
tions serve as vehicles for political transformation by focusing on how the embodied
sense of solidarity becomes a basis of political identification in Polish migrant activist
women’s lives. Hemmings' (2012) theoretical lens conceptualizes affective solidarity
as an activity where feelings have a significant political meaning.

The central argument of this article revolves around the enduring presence of fem-
inist identity despite the challenges faced by activist women, particularly in Poland.
Despite experiencing burnout from activism in their home country, these women
continue to carry their feminist identity with them, even after migrating to another
host country. The article contends that the moment of affect (Hemmings 2012) ex-
perienced in their individual lives, shaped by their activism, remains a defining aspect
of their identities. This suggests that while they may seek respite from the pressures
of activism through migration, their feminist activist identity remains an integral and
significant part of who they are.

This article is driven by the nuances of my personal and political journey as it inter-
sects with my academic pursuit amidst the evolving socio-political shifts in women's
rights in Europe. In 2021, as | embarked on my doctoral journey in Prague, | decided
to emigrate from Turkey for academic reasons. In part, this was a choice rooted in
the realisation that Turkey might not fully recognise my field of academic research on
gender studies and embrace my feminist identity. Coincidentally, around the same
time, Turkey withdrew from the Istanbul Convention, which it had initially signed in
2011, marking a significant shift in the country’s stance on gender rights (Altan-Ol-
cay, Oder 2021)

As | decided to move abroad, | observed a similar trend unfolding in Poland, where
there were threats to denounce the Istanbul Convention. The ruling government in
Poland argued that the Convention clashed with religious beliefs and promoted con-
troversial gender ideologies (Warnaffe 2021). This socio-political backdrop further
reinforced my decision to dive into Poland’s political turmoil, which had started to
show very similar developments to those in Turkey regarding anti-gender policies. In
recent years, Turkey and Poland have witnessed significant political transformations
that have reverberated through civil society, with discernible impacts on the rights of
marginalised groups, particularly women. Political changes in Poland under the PiS
government and in Turkey under the AKP government have reshaped the landscape
for women's rights, giving rise to anti-gender policies that have significant conse-
guences for activist women (Baytok 2021). The PiS government in Poland has been
characterised by a conservative agenda that seeks to reinforce traditional gender roles
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and values aligned with Catholic teachings. Policies such as restrictive abortion laws
and limitations on sex education have sparked protests and resistance from women'’s
rights activists (Inglehart, Norris 2021).

The reason for conducting qualitative research on Polish women activists abroad
came from a purely personal solidarity story, in which | had a chance to meet and
made some connections with a community of Polish activist women abroad upon
my arrival in Prague, Czech Republic. As | started to connect with them, | noticed
that although | didn’t share the same native language as the interviewees and shared
none of their country’s historical, cultural, or political contexts, | found myself filled
with feelings that resonated with my experiences as a woman in Turkey and as an
immigrant woman in a new country. As the future was filled with political and social
uncertainties, these women were experiencing the same feelings of anger, frustra-
tion, and tensions in both their personal and political lives as | was.

The in-depth interviews were conducted with ten Polish activist women before
the October 2023 elections in Poland, which saw a shift in favour of the opposition
party over the ruling Law and Justice Party. Concurrently, Turkey held its presiden-
tial election in May of the same year, resulting in the re-election of the Justice and
Development Party for another five years. On a personal level, these events evoked
a sense of desperation and emotional turmoil within me. My own feelings mirrored
those of the interviewees, reflecting disappointment and uncertainty about the po-
litical landscape of my country. Haraway (1988) stressed that the knowledge of each
person, especially the narrator, is only partial and is a product of their location. In
this sense, it was important to acknowledge my own experience, which is particular
and limited. | am a white, middle-class, feminist woman from Turkey working in the
academic world in a late capitalist society. My research experience and interpretation
mostly resonate with white, middle-class, feminist women in a late capitalist society,
such as the interviewees in this study. While these similarities increase the possibility
of a better understanding of the participants in my research, | was also concerned that
the resonance between us could lead to social position-related stereotypes, since my
research only takes into consideration a very specific group of people. | recognised and
acknowledged that in my research process | needed to take the necessary measures
to avoid class, gender, and social position-related stereotypes. Despite these chal-
lenges, a shared sense of sisterly solidarity emerged from our collective experiences,
fuelling a deeper connection amidst the complexities of our respective political con-
texts.

This article is structured as follows. It begins with the case study and its context.
Next, | present a theoretical overview of the feminist approach to affective theory to
analyse feminist politics of transformation in activism. Following this, | expand on my
research methodology. Next, | analyse affective relations in the narratives of Polish
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activist women on activist identity, the transnational feminist diaspora, and migration’s
impact on activist identity and strategies. This analysis delves into the emotional di-
mensions of feminist activism, highlighting the ways in which feelings and emotions
shape individual experiences and collective actions.

Anti-gender policies in Poland

In Poland, the 2015 election saw victory for the right-wing populist Law and Justice
Party (PiS), which formed a single-party majority government and won re-election in
2019. Initially, the party was in power from 2005 to 2007 and then became part of
the opposition for eight years (Margolis 2023). Graff and Korolczuk (2022) highlight
how Poland'’s then-ruling Law and Justice Party (PiS) strategically used anti-gender
rhetoric around elections, portraying ‘gender’ and ‘LGBTQ+ ideology’ as threats to
children and families. This rhetoric evolved over the years, from opposing the Is-
tanbul Convention in 2012 to portraying Syrian refugees as threats in 2015 and, by
2019-2020, framing gender nonconformity as a danger.

Key figures and organisations in the anti-gender campaign include influential priests
like Father Tadeusz Rydzyk and archbishops Henryk Hozer and Marek Jedraszewski,
as well as groups such as Ordo luris and the Life and Family Foundation (Graff, Ko-
rolczuk 2022). Their collective efforts focus on preserving traditional values and Pol-
ish cultural and religious beliefs against feminist, LGBTQ+, and human rights move-
ments, often portraying these groups as threats to children, families, and national
identity. A significant player in this context is the Ordo luris Institute for Legal Culture,
established in 2013. This ultraconservative foundation, with over 30 employees and
additional external experts and volunteers, actively opposes gender equality and sex-
ual minority rights. Ordo luris generates data and arguments for the populist right,
engages in strategic litigation, drafts laws, and publicly criticises progressive NGOs
(Graff, Korolczuk 2022).

The anti-gender policies in Poland are a product of various intersecting factors: na-
tionalism, political strategy, cultural conservatism, and the profound influence of the
Catholic Church. Nationalism and identity politics frame gender equality and LGBTQ+
rights as threats to Polish culture and values (Margolis 2023). Right-wing political par-
ties, notably the Law and Justice Party (PiS), exploit anti-gender rhetoric to galvanise
their conservative base, tapping into deeply ingrained cultural conservatism and the
Church’s teachings, which emphasise traditional gender roles. Economic and social
insecurities further compel people to cling to familiar values, a sentiment that politi-
cians leverage to promote anti-gender policies. Populist leaders use divisive issues to
bolster support, while conservative media spread anti-gender messages, fostering
public fears and misinformation (Graff, Korolczuk 2022). Even though PiS may have
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lost some power following the October 2023 elections, the conservative and tradi-
tionalist norms that underpin the gender regime in Poland have deep roots. After
the fall of communism in 1989, Poland experienced what Magda Grabowska (2012)
termed a ‘conservative revolution,” which redefined the power dynamics between
the democratic government and the Catholic Church. This shift led to significant
legislative and social changes, such as the 1993 abortion ban, which marginalised
women from political spaces and restricted their rights (Graff, Korolczuk 2017). In the
post-socialist era, Polish women were confined to strict gender roles, epitomised by
the 'Polish Mother’ (Matka Polka) archetype, valued primarily for her reproductive role
and self-sacrifice (Grabowska 2009). The 1997 Polish constitution reinforces women'’s
subordinate status by referring to citizens as ‘men’ and recognising women mainly
as mothers (Grabowska 2009). Gender and sexuality issues, perceived as threats to
traditional family structures and Polish cultural values, have frequently been exploit-
ed in public discourse and state policies. This includes the banning of Pride marches
and institutionalised homophobia during PiS rule from 2005 to 2007 (Hall 2019) and
the aggressive campaigns against ‘gender ideology’ led by the Catholic Church and
right-wing factions in 2013-2014 (Hall 2019; Graff, Korolczuk 2017).

The backlash against reproductive rights in Poland is exemplified by the 2014
‘Declaration of Faith,’ signed by 3,000 doctors, who rejected abortion, birth control,
in vitro fertilisation, and euthanasia as contrary to God's will (Graff 2014). Despite
continuous attacks on women'’s rights, feminist politics in post-1989 Poland have
manifested in various forms, often through NGOs and academia (Grabowska 2012).
However, throughout the 1990s and 2000s, Polish feminists struggled to mobilise
broader support. Feminism was frequently derided as a foreign ideology — either ‘com-
munist’ or ‘Western’ — and efforts to liberalise anti-abortion laws, though prioritised
by feminist activists, did not gain significant popular support.

In Poland, PiS has been criticised for its implementation of anti-gender policies,
which often intersect with religious conservatism and traditional values. These policies
reflect a deeply ingrained cultural and religious context in Poland, where Catholic na-
tional policies hold significant influence over social and political matters. One of the
key areas where PiS has been accused of anti-gender policies is reproductive rights.
For example, PiS withdrew funding for in vitro fertilisation (IVF), a move that was
widely condemned by women’s rights activists and reproductive health advocates.
This decision not only limited access to assisted reproductive technologies for couples
struggling with infertility but also aligned with Catholic teachings that prioritise nat-
ural conception methods over artificial interventions (Korolczuk 2017). Furthermore,
PiS implemented restrictions on access to emergency contraception, citing moral and
religious concerns. This stance reflects the influence of Catholic doctrine, which op-
poses certain forms of contraception and emphasises abstinence-based approaches
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to reproductive health (Wierzcholska 2018). In addition to reproductive rights, PiS has
been accused of undermining gender equality initiatives in Poland, often under the
guise of protecting traditional family values rooted in Catholic teachings.

Despite its emphasis on family values, PiS's policies have perpetuated gender ste-
reotypes and limited opportunities for women in the workforce. This is particularly
evident in the reduction of funding for programmes aimed at combating domestic
abuse, where patriarchal structures may be reinforced by conservative interpretations
of religious teachings (Wierzcholska 2018). These anti-gender policies, influenced
by religious conservatism, have sparked significant backlash both domestically and
internationally. Women'’s rights activists, civil society organisations, and internation-
al human rights bodies have condemned PiS's approach to reproductive rights and
gender equality, calling for greater respect for women's rights and autonomy in Po-
land (Korolczuk 2017). In October 2016, a series of protests called Black Monday
took place against a proposed total ban on abortion in Poland. The protests were
largely led by women'’s rights activists and organisations. The proposed ban aimed
to prohibit abortion even in cases of rape, incest, or when the mother’s life was at
risk, which sparked significant public outcry (Margolis 2023). Thousands of women
across Poland participated in strikes and demonstrations wearing black clothing. The
protests were one of the largest displays of public dissent in Poland in recent years.
Following the widespread protests, the Polish parliament rejected the proposed total
ban on abortion (Margolis 2023).

However, the issue of abortion rights continued to be contentious in Poland, with
subsequent attempts to restrict abortion rights and ongoing debates over women'’s
reproductive rights in the country. In October 2020, Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal
ruled that abortions in cases of severe fatal defects were unconstitutional, effec-
tively imposing a near-total ban on abortions in the country. This decision sparked
widespread outrage and led to some of the largest protests in Poland since the fall
of communism. Following the Tribunal’s ruling, mass protests erupted across Poland.
As the protests continued into November, the government’s response became more
aggressive (Gwizda 2021). Protesters faced police crackdowns, including the use of
tear gas and detentions. Despite this, the movement remained resilient, with contin-
ued demonstrations and acts of civil disobedience. The Ogdlnopolski Strajk Kobiet
(All-Poland Women's Strike) emerged as a leading force in the protests, organising
and mobilising people across the country. Their symbol, a red lightning bolt, became
synonymous with the movement. The protests in Poland resonated beyond its bor-
ders, inspiring solidarity demonstrations across Europe and within the Polish diaspora.
Cities like Berlin, London, and Paris saw solidarity protests, where feminists and sup-
porters of women'’s rights gathered to show their support for Polish women. These
protests often took place in front of Polish embassies and consulates. These efforts
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helped internationalise the issue and draw attention to the human rights implications
of Poland'’s abortion laws (Gwizda 2021).

The Women's Strike (Strajk Kobiet) demanded the immediate resignation of the
government and advocated for several key issues: full reproductive rights; a secular
state free from Catholic Church influence; effective implementation of anti-violence
conventions; improvements in women'’s economic conditions; and the preservation
of liberal democracy, including the protection of minority rights such as those of the
LGBTQ+ community (Gwizda 2021). Initially, the controversial ruling was not pub-
lished, but on 27 January 2021 the Constitutional Tribunal released its justification
for the ruling, which the PiS government announced would take effect imminently.
This day was marked as a dark day for democracy and women'’s rights, leading to a
new wave of protests (Gwizda 2021).

Moreover, the personal narratives of the women in this study reflect how Catholic
influence on national policies has started to impact their private lives. Many voiced
the sentiment that Catholicism is not merely a religious belief but also a cultural and
political framework deeply embedded in Poland’s national policies. They noted that
traditional gender roles, patriarchal norms, and conservative stances on issues such
as reproductive and LGBTQ+ rights were prevalent long before PiS assumed power.
The influence of Catholic teachings on family, marriage, and sexuality has historically
shaped public discourse and policy decisions. Therefore, while the immediate threats
to women's and LGBTQ+ rights may have eased with the change in political leader-
ship after October 2023, the enduring influence of Catholic national policies remains
ingrained in Polish society. This influence may manifest in subtle biases, social expec-
tations, and, at times, more overt forms of discrimination and marginalisation. As of
2024, with the successful overthrow of the previous government and the emergence
of a new centre-left coalition, along with Poland’s membership in the European Un-
ion and the advancement of feminist and women'’s movements, societal paradigms
are shifting and moving. Therefore, the long-term trajectory of political and social
changes in Poland will unfold over time.

Theoretical framework: Conceptualising affective solidarity in the
transnational feminist diaspora

I initiated my study with the aim of conceptualising Polish activist women abroad as
a part of a transnational feminist diaspora. To this end, | drew upon Gober and Stru-
zik’s (2019) study on the Black Monday Protests, which were led by Polish migrant
women across European cities, serving as a notable case study in understanding
feminist diaspora dynamics. Their analysis suggests that the mobilisation of the Black
Monday Protests should be viewed as an emerging form of transnational feminist
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diaspora. This perspective sheds light on the evolving nature of community and be-
longing among the interviewees in my research. It is important to note that migra-
tion alone does not automatically constitute a diaspora, as emphasised by Sokefeld
(2006); instead, diaspora formation is contingent upon developing a new communal
imagination and a shared sense of belonging. The migrant women activists involved
in this research already possessed activist identities prior to migration, and maintain-
ing their activism abroad exemplifies the formation of a specific transnational feminist
diaspora across different host countries. Five years since Gober and Struzik (2019)
discussed the Black Monday Protests as the genesis of the Polish feminist diaspora
abroad, | can attest that the sense of transnational feminist diaspora and community
feeling remained strong among the interviewees of this study. Despite the passage
of time, the bond and solidarity within the diaspora persist, reflecting the enduring
significance of transnational feminist networks in providing support and a sense of
belonging to migrant feminist activists from Poland.

As | interviewed Polish migrant activist women from various cities in Europe, the
robust feeling of a feminist diaspora fascinated me, particularly regarding their emo-
tions about the mobilisation and their activist identities. Thus, the emotions aroused in
the interviewees became the primary focus of my analysis. Scholars have increasingly
recognised the importance of emotions in understanding how individuals become
involved in social movements, sustain their activism, and navigate challenges within
movement contexts (Goodwin 2001; Whittier 2009; Jasper 2011). Recognising emo-
tions as integral to social movement dynamics underscores the significance of affective
experiences in driving and sustaining activist mobilisation (Jasper 2011). By exploring
the emotional dimensions of feminist activism, we can gain deeper insights into the
motivations and resilience of the participants, further enriching our understanding of
contemporary feminist movements and diasporic activism in Europe.

In this vein, Gober and Struzik (2019), for example, examined how emotions such
as anger are central to activism. Similarly, Blais (2023) demonstrated how fear influ-
enced the mobilisation of Quebecois and Swiss feminists and illustrating how fear
can both drive action and hinder engagement within feminist movements. Moreover,
Ruault’s (2021) research explored the connection between the body and emotions,
focusing on how women'’s organisations advocating for abortion rights can mobilise
emotions and bodily practices to sustain engagement and advance political projects.
As we can see, research on the emotions of activists is not new; it has been explored
through different conceptualisations in the social movement studies and feminist
literature. In the context of studying migrant activist women and their engagement
with feminism, it was deemed necessary to include more affective analysis to capture
the participants’ sentiments towards activism and their motivations for embracing,
sustaining, or relinquishing their feminist identities. Consequently, | adopted an ap-
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proach focusing on relational aspects of affects, drawing inspiration from Hemmings’
(2012) theoretical framework, to understand ways of building transnational feminist
solidarity and drivers of engagement in feminist activism in times of uncertainty and
threats to women'’s rights.

According to Hemmings (2012), affect serves as the foundation for establishing rela-
tions of solidarity that transcend fixed identities. Hemmings is, of course, not the first
feminist scholar to speak about the central meaning of affect and feelings for feminist
politics. Sara Ahmed’s (2015) seminal work in feminist affect studies, as exemplified in
her book The Cultural Politics of Emotion, delves deeply into the complexities of hu-
man emotions. Ahmed'’s exploration goes beyond viewing emotions as mere internal
experiences; she situates them within broader cultural and political contexts. Central
to her analysis is the idea that emotions are not only personal but also intentional and
directed towards specific objects or situations. Ahmed (2015) meticulously examines
a spectrum of emotional states, including but not limited to anger, hate, fear, anxiety,
disqust, shame, and love. She demonstrates how these emotions are not static but
dynamic, shaped by social norms, power structures, and historical contexts.

Through her analysis, Ahmed (2004) illustrates how emotions serve as powerful
forces that can either reinforce existing social hierarchies or challenge them. Further-
more, Ahmed illuminates the ways in which emotions circulate within and between
individuals, influencing social relations and collective identities. She highlights how
emotions such as happiness and hurt are not solely individual experiences but are
shared and exchanged within communities. This emotional circulation can lead to
both the forging of solidarities and the exacerbation of divisions, depending on the
context and the objects towards which emotions are directed.

Building upon Ahmed'’s theoretical framework, Hemmings (2012: 154) introduced
the concepts of affective dissonance and affective solidarity. The affective dissonance
concept arises from the recognition that individuals may experience a misalignment
between their internal sense of self (identity) and the external opportunities available
for expression. Affective dissonance manifests as an emotional discord, encompassing
feelings of frustration, rage, misery, or even passion and pleasure. Hemmings argued
that this emotional tension plays a crucial role in shaping individuals’ interactions and
their capacity for affective solidarity across conventional identity boundaries. In es-
sence, Ahmed’s exploration of emotions lays the groundwork for understanding how
affective experiences are intertwined with social and political dynamics. Hemmings'
(2012) concept of affective dissonance further extends this understanding by shedding
light on the emotional struggles individuals face in navigating their identities within
the broader socio-cultural landscape. Together, their work deepens our comprehen-
sion of the role of emotions in shaping individual subjectivities, social relations, and
political action within feminist discourse.
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The analysis presented here will use the concept of ‘affective dissonance’ to extend
the discussion on how women decide to become activists and define their activism
through their experiences of discomfort. The analysis of the article comprises three
sections. The first conceptualises the affective solidarity of Polish migrant activist
women with(in) the Polish women’s movement and affective dissonance to explore
the genesis of feminist activism among the women studied and how they define
their activist identities. The second section investigates the emotional dimensions
of migration decisions and their impact on the strategies and identities of these ac-
tivists, viewing migration as an affective response. The final section focuses on the
ambivalent emotions experienced by migrant activist women, particularly the costs
associated with their activist identities and the grieving process involved, highlighting
affective belonging (Juvonen, Kolehmainen 2019) in feminist activism.

Methodology

This article is based on interviews with ten self-identified? feminist activist women aged
30 to 43 years who migrated from Poland to European countries including Sweden,
Norway, the UK, the Czech Republic, Germany, Switzerland, and Belgium.? Their oc-
cupations varied from teacher/academic to accountant, artist, and programmer. Only
a few of the interviewees’ professions were solely in relation to activism in an NGO
or in an organisation. The women | interviewed had started to identify as feminist
from their early teenage years and emphasised that the feminist literature they began
to read then affected their ideas to become involved as an activist in LGBTQ+ and
women'’s rights. All of the interviewees had completed higher education. The choice
of highly educated Polish feminist activist women who had migrated from Poland was
intentional because of the ease and accessibility of language for conducting the inter-
views. Among the interviewees, English was used fluently as their second language.
This made the interview process much more manageable. Five interviewees out of ten
defined themselves as heterosexual, one of the interviewees was a transwoman, and
four described themselves as lesbian. Four of the interviewees were married, and the
remaining six interviewees had long-term partners. All were born in Poland and spent
their teenage and young adult lives mostly in Poland before migrating. Each moved
away from Poland between two and eight years ago. The interviews were conduct-
ed during 2022 and 2023. The interviewees were recruited via multiple online and

2 | use the expression ‘self-identified feminist’ here precisely because what is at issue throughout the
article is the 'right’ of definition — of who gets to decide when and whom to call or when to call
themselves, ‘feminist’ — and the power of that right of naming.

3 All the women interviewees' names have been changed to protect the anonymity of the women and
their security, given their activism.
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offline resources: several Polish activist groups on Facebook and organisations were
contacted to participate in the research. In addition, the snowballing method was
used to reach out to women. Seven out of the ten interviews were performed using
video-chat applications, and the remaining three took place face-to-face.

The semi-structured interviews were conducted with interview guidelines covering
themes including thoughts on the political and social context in Poland, activism, and
everyday experiences of gender and migration. | began my research wondering how,
in liberal countries like Poland, there had been a sudden and growing backlash in the
last two decades within its democracy against LGBTQ+ and women'’s rights generally,
how LGBTQ+ people and women are targeted by the government specifically, and
how the backlash is reflected in their experiences.

This research presents women'’s voices and perspectives, and their struggles against
oppression, beliefs, and values for social change. The open-ended interview questions
gave the interviewees room to narrate their answers. The interviews were conducted
in English and lasted approximately 1.5 to 3 hours. The interviews were inspired by
narrative and life-story interviews and aimed to elucidate the women'’s lived experi-
ences by paying close attention to their relationship with activism as a personal and
collective experience. As Riessman (2008) argued, narratives help us understand how
people make sense of past and present events, as they follow interviewees’ personal
histories in a storytelling format. In this way, narrative interviews are based on ‘situat-
ed stories’ (Juberg, Midjo, Fauske 2020). Understanding narratives as situated stories
acknowledges the dynamic and complex nature of human experiences. It recognises
that individuals’ stories are not fixed or universal but are shaped by their lived realities
and the contexts in which they unfold. By exploring these situated stories through
narrative interviews, | gained valuable insights into how Polish activist migrant wom-
en make sense of their lives, navigate challenges, and construct their identities within
particular social and cultural contexts.

The interviews were transcribed verbatim and in full. After the transcription, a the-
matic analysis was applied to the material to search for and identify the patterns that
emerged. Interpretation of data is always ‘a political, contested and unstable activity’
(Maynard, Purvis 2016: 7). What is different about feminist research is that it makes
this process explicit, rather than keeping it hidden or acting as if a political context
does not exist.

Throughout the interviews, | tried to adopt the approach of creating an interac-
tive storytelling character, which we can refer to as a feminist preference for qual-
itative methods. My intention during the interviews was to create a perspective of
my own within interviews, as interaction establishes more egalitarian relationships
between a researcher and the research participants (Oakley 1981; Finch 1993). Ken
Plummer (2004: 21) looked at stories as joint actions: ‘One actor is the storyteller;
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the other is the coaxer who brings people to the edge of telling a story they might
never have told before.” Unfortunately, this approach to interviews as a joint action
created dangers in my case. When | thanked them for participating in my research,
at least five of the interviewees commented that the whole interview felt like a ther-
apeutic experience and left them feeling relieved after the interview. Initially, when
| heard this comment, | began to question whether | had done something wrong.
Did | push too hard for the interviewees to answer my questions? After all, | was not
in the position of a psychologist, and | did not have the necessary education to take
a psychologist’s role.

As Plummer (2004) also pointed out, the participants could use the interview pro-
cess as part of a therapeutic encounter for redemption and social reincorporation
through a desire to help science. Moreover, telling a tale is a significant way of discov-
ering who one is. The fact that telling one’s activism story can serve as an exploration
of self may be a significant incentive. In the case of the interviewees in this study, the
interviews served as a way of discovering themselves and their identities as they had
evolved around their feminist activism. In the interviews, they found a safe space to
talk and share about their lives.

Analysis

This study’s analysis is structured into three segments. The initial part delves into the
backgrounds of these activist women by conceptualising affective solidarity with(in)
the Polish women’s movement and affective dissonance. It seeks to understand what
initially propelled them into feminist activism and how they perceive and define their
activist identities. The second part explores the emotional facets of migration decisions
and their impact on the strategies and identities of these activists. It examines migra-
tion as one of the affective responses influenced also by emotions. The final section
focuses on the ambivalent sentiments experienced by migrant activist women, with a
particular emphasis on the costs associated with their activist identities and the grieving
process involved. It zooms in on the affective sense of belonging within feminist activ-
ism. Each part of this analysis aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the emo-
tional underpinnings of the experiences of migrant activist women, shedding light on
their motivations, challenges, and sense of belonging within the feminist movement.

1. Affective solidarity: Defining yourself as an activist

The ten activists interviewed for this study were deeply entrenched in activism even
before their migration experiences, both personally and politically. They had been
active members of feminist collectives, LGBTQ+ organisations, and leftist political
parties in Poland, advocating for causes such as abortion rights, sex education, and
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gender equality. Their activism had been a fundamental part of their lives since their
university years, and it continued to be inseparable from their identities even as they
pursued diverse professional paths ranging from academia to corporate roles. For ex-
ample, Luiza, who had emigrated to Austria, had been an activist in abortion rights
for more than ten years in Poland while she was working as an accountant in a corpo-
rate company. After emigrating from Poland, besides her professional occupancy she
continued to work in an organisation in Austria. Andrea, who is a software developer,
was part of a leftist/feminist party in Poland for many years and actively participat-
ed in protests and political events, and she continued to be a founder and part of a
feminist group upon her arrival in Sweden. Upon relocating to new host countries,
these activist migrant women persisted in their activism endeavours.

Nevertheless, establishing connections and finding feminist communities in their
new surroundings became paramount for their personal well-being and integration
into the local culture. While specific organisations are not named here for confiden-
tiality reasons, these activist migrant women perceived their involvement with femi-
nist collectives and organisations as integral components of their migrant experienc-
es and adaptation to new environments. Throughout their activist journeys, these
individuals found solidarity within feminist diaspora groups, fostering networks of
support and collaboration. They actively engaged in online feminist activist commu-
nities, leveraging social media platforms, and dedicated their time to volunteering
with NGOs advocating for reproductive and sexual rights. Despite encountering ob-
stacles in Poland during their activist experiences, these activists remained steadfast
in their commitment to feminist principles, drawing strength from the bonds they
forged with fellow activists who shared their values, both within their local commu-
nities and on a global scale.

In this study, a central inquiry revolves around understanding what motivated in-
dividuals to embrace feminism and how they define their activism. Using Hemmings'
(2012) concept of ‘affective dissonance’, | aim to analyse the deeply personal experi-
ences and narratives shared by participants regarding their journey to feminism and
their conceptualisation of activism. The women activists interviewed in this research
expressed that they were drawn to feminism as a means of seeking an alternative
existence in the world, resonating with Hemmings' (2012: 157) notion of affect. For
instance, one activist, who had relocated from Poland to the UK, recounted how
her decision to become an activist stemmed from her experience of undergoing an
illegal abortion in Poland. She attributed her activism to her extensive engagement
with feminist literature. She channelled her frustrations and anger towards societal
injustices, particularly in Poland, into her involvement with activist communities. Her
personal struggles and intellectual pursuits fuelled her interest in activism, which she
expressed through her art.

| 43 ]



IV STATI/ ARTICLES

Luiza who had migrated to Austria, shared a poignant life story involving an early
pregnancy, her partner’s refusal of an abortion due to religious beliefs, subsequent
abandonment, and witnessing domestic violence in a later relationship. She then
added:

| was frustrated with everything around me, and | had this anger towards what
was going on in Poland, and | needed to do something to navigate this anger.
| became part of an activist community in Poland over the years. This intellectual
curiosity and my personal struggle sparked my interest in activism. (Luiza, activist
on abortion rights living in Austria)

Similarly, Andrea, who had moved to Ireland, recounted her experience of rape
and abortion, which prompted her quest for self-transformation through feminist
activism. She stated:

Activism, what it gives me, makes sense in all this chaos, and motivates me. It
motivates me to wake up every morning. | struggled to balance my paid work
and activism because my activism became a full-time job in time. I'm rebalan-
cing it by fully adopting activist life because it’s integral to my identity. | cannot
imagine my life without activism. (Andrea, activist in a women'’s organisation
and living in Ireland)

Justyna (38), who had previously founded a feminist community focused on sexual
education in Poland and currently works with an NGO in Switzerland on similar top-
ics, reflected on her journey into activism. When asked about the beginnings of her
activism and the pivotal events that shaped her activist and feminist identity, Justyna
looked back to incidents from her teenage years. At 16, Justyna witnessed significant
challenges faced by two of her closest friends. One friend became pregnant at the
young age of 15, while another bravely came out as gay at the same age. However,
instead of finding support, both friends encountered numerous obstacles and harass-
ment. Her pregnant friend struggled to access reproductive rights support and faced
discrimination, while her gay friend endured derogatory treatment and discrimination
due to their sexual identity.

These activist women recounted pivotal moments in their lives that sparked a deep
emotional response, prompting them to seek solidarity and redefine their sense of self
through feminist activism. It is important to note, however, that as Hemmings (2012)
suggested, experiencing affective dissonance doesn't inherently guarantee feminist po-
liticisation or resistance. Yet, for the activist women in this study, this dissonance trans-
formed into a profound sense of injustice and a desire to enact change. Kaja stated:

| 44



Volume 25 ¢ Number 1/ 2024 GENDERAVYZKUM

| cannot imagine my life without activism. It’s an essential part of my life and
identity as a political being.

She continued to speak of the impact of activism on her personal life:

Activism’s had a huge emotional impact on my life because | found it rewarding.
I'm helping eight to ten women every week, and it’s gratifying, but also, an
emotional struggle comes with it. (Kaja, working with an NGO on reproductive
rights and living in Switzerland)

For these women, their frustration and anger became catalysts for feminist iden-
tification, drawing them towards others who shared their aspirations for a different
narrative of the world. What is crucial to highlight is the journey from experiencing
affective dissonance to actively advocating for alternative values (Hemmings 2012).
This transition became an integral part of these women'’s identities, solidifying their
commitment to feminist activism. As Edyta put it:

I identify myself as a feminist already many years, and | felt this urge to be in a
community, so | built that community for myself. After we started this commu-
nity, it helped me to go on with my life; I had these friends who were doing the
same thing and involved with the same calls. So, we kept each other going. It
gave me an identity as an activist and an expert; this identity is something that
is rebellious against the system but not in a way that we will throw rocks but
somebody who will go and demonstrate constantly to make this change happen
in the world. (Edyta, part of a feminist group and living in Sweden)

Hemmings proposed ‘affective solidarity’, defined as ‘a broader range of affects
— rage, frustration, and the desire for connection — as necessary for a sustainable
feminist politics of transformation’ (Hemmings 2012: 148). In her words, affective
dissonance is ‘feeling that something is amiss in how one is recognized, feeling an ill
fit with social descriptions, feeling undervalued, feeling that same sense in consider-
ing others’ (Hemmings 2012: 150). This discrepancy between our sense of being and
how the world views us can result in transformative communities and the formation
of alternative feminist pathways.

As we can see from the narratives of the activist women who participated in this
research, the journey from experiencing affective dissonance to embracing affective
solidarity with(in) the Polish women’s movement has played a pivotal role in shap-
ing the identities of these women. Prior to their migration, they began to cultivate
an activist identity, which became deeply intertwined with their sense of self. Even
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after moving to new countries, they carried this feminist identity with them, seek-
ing out communities that resonated with their values and experiences. Reflecting on
their journey, these women realised the profound importance of community and the
sense of belonging they found within the feminist movement in Poland. This sense of
connection and solidarity became indispensable to them, compelling them to seek
out similar communities even in their host countries. Their individual experiences co-
alesced into a collective feminist capacity and identity, which they carried with them
wherever they went. This collective identity not only provided them with a sense of
belonging but also empowered them to continue advocating for gender equality and
social justice in their new environments. By forging connections and building solidar-
ity across borders, these women have been able to amplify their impact and create
meaningful change in their communities, both locally and globally.

The more | got involved with activism and engaged with the community and
the people, it became an important part of my life. But | got affected by the di-
fficulties of it a lot. The feeling of solidarity and being part of something bigger
than myself gives a wonderful feeling to do something together. There are many
positive feelings coming with it; if it didn’t have these positive parts, | wouldn’t
like to do it. This positivity is connected to us. (Sonia, part of a feminist collective
and living in the Czech Republic)

2. Affective response: The emotional dimension of migration on activism
The migration of feminist activists from Poland to other countries emerged as one
of the affective responses influenced by emotions to the domestic oppressive politi-
cal climate. In Poland, these women encountered significant dangers and threats to
their safety due to their advocacy efforts, with the ruling government targeting them
through harassment and intimidation, including death threats directed at their homes
and workplaces. Moreover, the absence of state support for gender equality policies
compounded their challenges, creating a profound sense of dissonance between their
activism and their belonging to Polish society. This hostile environment made it increas-
ingly difficult for them to reconcile their commitment to social change with their day-
to-day lives. Migration thus became a means of seeking refuge and safety, allowing
them to continue their work without fear of persecution. By relocating to countries
with more supportive political climates, these activist migrant women sought to protect
themselves and their advocacy efforts while also forging connections with international
networks to advance the broader feminist movement. In essence, migration for these
women was not merely a physical relocation but a deeply affective response to the
challenges they faced, enabling them to pursue their activism in environments where
they could thrive and contribute to global solidarity for gender equality.
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I really liked my job in Poland. But | suppose that this feeling that | don’t want
to have anything to do not only with government, but also with society came
when | began to get messages and letters also to my work that | should leave
Poland. In the letters, they were trying to make me feel the fear that they will
do something to me. And they were also describing to hurt me in physical le-
vel ... threatening me ... Most of them were anonymous, but there were also,
like, emails from the Polish Patriots or something. And then it came at the same
moment when | was followed by the secret police from Poland and | had this
process against violating religious feelings on the side of the Catholic Church,
and it was a bit too much. And | thought, okay, like, if the society doesn’t want
me, a lot of people who are for going for this, for this authoritarian government
and for this power of the Church and so on. So, then | thought, okay, so maybe
you are right. | don’t fit here. I'm fine with this. | don’t want to be here. (Joanna,
working in a collective on reproductive rights and living in Germany)

Later, Joanna said that she tries not to return to Poland too much because she is
afraid of the government. Her activist group made a rule that they would not prac
tise their activism in Poland anymore, and she mentioned that from the perspective
of Polish law what they are doing is a crime. She also said that she feels safe in Ger-
many now but still uses means of protection.

Zofia also mentioned that while living in Poland, she started sleeping with mace
spray and kept some heavy objects near her. The feeling of danger affected her men-
tally, so she started getting psychological help. She said that:

... I felt, like, | cannot rest, or, you know, | cannot, like, switch my activism be-
cause, like, either, like, be anfin] activist mode or not activist mode because you
just go and notice things and you read in the papers and what’s going on. (Zofia,
part of an international feminist group and living in Norway)

Another aspect of emotions surrounding emigration from Poland was the state of
healthcare in relation to the political climate in Poland. The lack of trust in the Polish
healthcare system in relation to reproductive rights heavily influenced the decisions
of activist women to migrate and look for a safer place for themselves.

My friend’s neighbour was in a hospital, and she died because she was refused
obstetric care in the hospital. There is this crazy right-wing person who is contro-
lling Poland now; | moved because | wanted peace of mind, so | needed to keep
my distance. | have just decided in my mind, just for my sanity. | don’t expect to
go back to Poland. There was a war; there was Communism, and now this right
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wing. My grandparents didn’t have it easy, | feel like | made this bold step and
changed my family’s story. (Kasia, working with an NGO on reproductive rights
and living in Switzerland)

Kasia's decision to emigrate for the sake of her peace of mind reflects a desire for
personal safety and autonomy as well as a determination to break away from the
historical struggles endured by previous generations. For her, migration represents a
bold step towards shaping a different future for herself and her family.

As Magdalena put it:

The life of the women is not protected in Poland ... It had been reported re-
cently that [there] had been three cases of women who died in Polish hospitals
because they didn’t get the medical support they needed, they didn’t perform
the abortion, and they died in the hospital. | would not go to a Polish hospital.
I would rather try to go abroad and even pay for it. | don‘t have any trust left
in the Polish medical system, which influences the quality of life. (Magdalena,
founder of a feminist association and living in the Czech Republic)

The narratives of Kasia and Magdalena highlight the profound impact of the po-
litical climate on healthcare decisions, particularly concerning reproductive rights, in
Poland. The erosion of trust in the Polish healthcare system due to restrictive policies
and inadequate care has led activist women like Kasia and Magdalena to seek safer
environments elsewhere. Their stories underscore the life-threatening consequences
faced by women within the Polish healthcare system, where the denial of obstetric
care and the lack of access to abortion have resulted in tragic outcomes.

This constant danger forced activists to seek refuge abroad in search of safety and
security for themselves and their families. Moreover, the restrictive political atmos-
phere in Poland, coupled with state violence against women, added to their decisions
to migrate. The government'’s imposition of policies that infringed upon women'’s
rights, along with the worsening political and social environment, created a sense of
urgency among feminist activists to leave the country. The activist movement faced
heavy pressure and repression from the government, including legal battles and ac-
cusations of violating religious sentiments. This environment created uncertainty and
fear among activists about their future and the risks associated with their advocacy
work. The ongoing challenges and lack of visible progress led to a feeling of despair
among activists. The decisions of activist women to migrate from Poland due to the
political climate and other social reasons can be conceptualised in the case of the
interviewees as one of the affective responses. The decision to relocate to another
country reflects a response to these difficult circumstances, seeking a more support-
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ive environment for activism. However, at the same time, this ongoing struggle un-
derscores the resilience and determination of activists in times of difficulty, despite
the challenges they continue to encounter.

3. Affective belonging: Navigating the grieving identity of activist migrant
women

The Polish activist women in this study maintained a sense of belonging and purpose
by staying engaged in the feminist movement, even as they faced the challenging
decision to relocate due to their life experiences. While their attachment to their
home country waned, their dedication to feminist principles remained unwavering.
The emotional toll of activism in Poland added complexity to their feelings, making
their emotional journey difficult to navigate. For example, Daria commented on her
struggle:

Activism is a crazy thing to do. It is a lot of work and risk. You risk having burnout
when things are going differently than you would like. There is a lot of personal
danger; beyond personal risk, you are taking responsibility and putting in a lot
of energy. If you raise your voice, you risk being stigmatised by society. (Daria,
activist on reproductive rights and living in Belgium)

She also talked about how she decided to take a break from ‘Polish activism”:

Yes, | decided to take a break from Polish activism for a while, but the reason
was not that there is nothing left to fight for. | kept holding to my feminist ac-
tivism in different ways, that’s who | am. But | need to protect myself and my
energy for a while,; otherwise, nothing will be left of me ...

As they encountered stress, burnout, and trauma in their activism within Poland,
their emotional well-being and sense of belonging to their home country deteriorat-
ed. The activist women experienced a decline in their sense of belonging to Polish
society due to an increasingly hostile political climate and other challenges they faced,
but this does not mean that they left their sense of belonging to the feminist move-
ment. The pervasive feelings of hopelessness, physical tension, loss of purpose and
energy, and negative thinking are indicative of the emotional toll their activism took
on them. However, despite leaving Poland, their sense of belonging to the feminist
movement remained strong. Migration served as a strategy for these women to cope
with burnout and stress while maintaining their feminist activist identities. For exam-
ple, Fillielu (2005) argued that drop out or defection is a constant feature of social
movements. In the narratives of Polish migrant activist women, rather than leading

| 49|



IV STATI/ ARTICLES

to complete drop-out from activism, migration allowed them to find a more sustain-
able way of engaging in activism that prioritised their mental health and well-being.
The interviewees conveyed a decrease in the stress and anxiety associated with their
activism in Poland, yet they remained deeply engaged in supporting other women
and participating in feminist communities.

When | moved away, | didn’t feel the frustration and the stress anymore that
I felt in Poland, but also like distancing from the political context but also from
the activist context which | was in in Poland, but I didn’t want to distance my-
self from feminist activism or being an activist feminist woman ever, that’s who
I'am. I would never change that. (Magdalena, founder of a feminist association
and living in the Czech Republic)

This continued affiliation with the feminist movement can be seen as a form of af-
fective belonging. Affective belonging refers to the emotional connection and sense
of attachment that individuals feel towards a particular group or community. Usually
interpreted as something that positive individuals aspire for, belonging makes indi-
viduals feel content and safe in what surrounds them (Juvonen, Kolehmainen 2019).
Despite the challenges they faced and the emotional toll of their activism, they still
felt deeply connected to the values, goals, and community of the feminist movement.
Their decision to continue their activism abroad despite experiencing burnout reflects
their enduring commitment to their activist identity and the cause they believe in.
Even though they may have felt emotionally drained and disillusioned, their sense of
belonging to the feminist movement provided them with a source of resilience and
motivation to persevere in their activism. It becomes clear that emotions play a sig-
nificant role in shaping individuals’ decisions and actions. Despite the challenges they
faced and the emotions they experienced, their sense of belonging to the feminist
movement remained a central aspect of their identity and provided them with the
strength to continue their activism.

However, practising activism in a new environment also brought them ambivalent
feelings about their activist identities. Three interviewees commented that they were
‘grieving their past Polish feminist activist identity’. As Magdalena commented:

When we moved to Switzerland, | started this grieving process of{for] my past
identity, losing what | had in Poland, being a front-row activist. | also went to
therapy because of this reason. | was grieving for a long time about my past
identity. But this activist identity stays with me; it’s not something that dies.
I came to terms with understanding this. | needed to stop not to have burnout;
continuing with active activism in Poland would have caused me full burnout.
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I wouldn’t make it out from that moment, probably. (Magdalena, founder of a
feminist association and living in the Czech Republic)

Daria commented:

| sometimes regret leaving women in Poland alone. | was fighting extensively, but
I couldn’t anymore. | feel like I'm in constant mourning offfor] what | have been
doing as an activist in Poland even though | tried to find new ways to do activism
where | am now. (Daria, activist on reproductive rights and living in Belgium)

Like Daria, Beata also said:

I have this weight on me that | should have done more when | was in Poland.
I'm in constant tribulation of feelings every time something happens in Poland.
I feel like I'm not doing the activism | need to do. (Beata, working in a collective
on reproduction rights and living in Germany)

Magdalena, Daria, and Beata’s narratives highlight the ambivalence and grieving
process linked to transitioning from prominent activism in Poland to forging a new
identity abroad. Their experiences underscore the emotional impact of migration on
activist identity, prompting a significant shift in their activism. Magdalena’s depic-
tion of grief reflects a sense of loss and nostalgia for her previous engagement as
a "front-row’ activist. However, despite grappling with these emotions, all three ac-
knowledged in their interviews that their feminist activist identity remains a core part
of their being. This underscores the enduring significance of feminist activist identity,
which transcends national borders. These women's stories illustrate the resilience and
adaptability of migrant activists in navigating the transition to a new environment.
Despite facing uncertainties, their connection to the feminist movement serves as a
source of strength. By acknowledging their evolving identities, these women exem-
plify the transformative potential of feminist solidarity and self-reflection in navigating
the impact of migration on activist identities.

Conclusion

To conclude, as | was conducting the interviews for this article, the Polish elections
of October 2023 had yet to be held. During the interviews, activist women, having
migrated from Poland, candidly shared their concerns about a potential re-election of
the PiS government. They feared for their homeland's future and the prospect of being
unable to return for various reasons. Their openness left me deeply grateful, and as
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| connected with them, my anxieties about Turkey's future resurfaced, stirring a mix
of emotions. Following the elections, | conducted ten additional interviews as part of
a research project. While | have not included all the data here, it is noteworthy that
many women attributed the election’s positive outcome to the efforts of the feminist
movement. They expressed hope for change under the new government. However,
they also grappled with conflicting feelings about returning to Poland soon and the
advancement of women’s and LGBTQ+ rights in Poland — a topic I've chosen not to
explore in detail in this article, but which hopefully will be explored in further analysis.

Adrianne Rich said, ‘The connections between and among women are the most
feared, the most problematic, and the most potentially transforming force on the
planet’ (Goode 2012). | am aware that this study is not representative of the entire
field of transnational feminist activism in Poland, but | believe that it shows the read-
er how strong the women's ties are to feminist activism and their feminist identities.

Throughout this study, the narratives of activist migrant women from Poland have
provided profound insights into the intersection of affective solidarity with(in) the
Polish women'’s movement, migration, and the evolving formation of activist iden-
tities. Their experiences emphasise the transformative power of feminist activism in
navigating personal and political challenges, both in their home country and in their
new environments. The concept of affective solidarity, as proposed by Hemmings
(2012), emerged as a guiding framework for these women'’s activist journeys. The
participants told their stories about their activist beginnings, and how becoming a
feminist activist was motivated by their emotional experiences. The experiences of
marginalisation and discrimination made them start their activist journeys. Their nega-
tive life experiences initially created a sense of affective dissonance, prompting a tran-
sition towards affective solidarity (Hemmings 2012). Finding much-needed emotional
support in the feminist movement made them form affective solidarities at both the
local and the transnational level with(in) the Polish women’s movement. While they
sometimes found themselves in danger because of their political activist identities in
Poland, their feminist activist identities remained constant in their lives throughout
different life events. Fuelled by rage, frustration, and the desire for connection, their
commitment to feminist principles transcended borders and repeatedly shaped their
identities as activists and women. While they were experiencing dissonance in their
private lives, the participants developed a strong affective belonging (Juvonen, Kole-
hmainen 2019) with the feminist movement and community.

Furthermore, the experiences of migrant feminist activists within the transnational
feminist diaspora offered a distinct viewpoint on the intersection of migration and ac-
tivism. Migration became an effective response to the oppressive political climate and
threats they faced in Poland, providing refuge and safety while enabling continued
engagement with the feminist movement on a global scale. Through the interviews,
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it became evident that these women utilised migration as an affective response to
the challenges and sacrifices associated with activism in their home country.

Migration represented a complex journey marked by ambivalence, offering new-
found freedom, opportunity, and empowerment while also bringing various challeng-
es and uncertainties. Displacement disrupted familiar social ties, leading to feelings of
estrangement and a loss of connection to their home country and activist identities.
Despite these challenges, the enduring connection to the feminist movement served
as a source of resilience and motivation, underscoring the importance of affective
belonging in sustaining activism across borders. The narratives of these activist mi-
grant women underscore the resilience, adaptability, and transformative potential of
feminist solidarity in navigating the impact of migration on activist identities. Their
stories serve as a testament to the enduring commitment to gender equality and so-
cial justice, inspiring collective action for a more equitable world. Regardless of the
challenges they faced, the commitment of these Polish activist migrant women to
the feminist movement and their activist identities remained steadfast. This enduring
commitment served as a central theme throughout the study, highlighting how these
activists remain inseparable/deeply involved in the feminist struggle while navigating
the personal and political challenges they have faced and continue to face.
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Abstract: When it comes to the topic of antigenderism, most scholarly and international
advocacy works concentrate on the (East) European context, leaving the countries of the so-
called ‘third world" invisible. However, if we look beyond the idea that anti-gender movements
are intrinsic only to countries that are moving away from modernity, we can see that the
phenomenon also exists in other geographical contexts. In this regard, Kazakhstan presents
an interesting case. Over the course of the last few years, there has been a rise in state-
sponsored anti-gender activities backed by citizen movements that are advocating against
‘gender ideology’. Looking at this from a decolonial perspective, the anti-gender movement
in Kazakhstan is a peculiar case, as, on the one hand, the traditionalist discourse relies on
essentialist notions of identity, especially in relation to restoring ‘true Kazakhness’ from pre-
Soviet times, while, on the other hand, when it comes to the attacks on feminism and human
rights, it is possible to observe a shift in discourse towards the ideas of Western ideological
imperialism. This echoes the rhetoric that has been deployed by the Russian anti-gender
movement, and this discourse sometimes even uses the same messages and sources. This
paper analyses how the anti-gender movement in Kazakhstan navigates between resistance
to the Russian and Soviet colonial past and present-day Western coloniality and (re)defines
traditions in this context.
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There has recently been a noticeable mobilisation around anti-gender ideology in
Kazakhstan, mirroring a global phenomenon that has been evolving for decades.
This discourse presents itself as a counterforce combating the perceived moral decay
attributed to ‘gender’ and homosexual propaganda. In Kazakhstan, this discourse
has gained momentum, particularly in efforts to block the draft Bill on Countering
Domestic Violence by groups claiming to protect the nation’s children. The efforts
to block the new legislation on domestic violence' have sought to generate a moral
panic regarding the future of the nation, which they perceive as being endangered
due to harmful ideas of gender and sexual diversity among children, and the potential
loss of parental control within the family. These discourses around family and child
rights often invoke the active demonisation and othering of LGBTQ+ people as the
main source of the threat to the aforementioned.

Such anti-gender sentiments have been mirrored in the state discourse as well, with
the official anti-LGBTQ+ stance becoming more salient over recent years. This is evi-
denced by the official ban that was imposed on the screening of a cartoon film that
contained a scene with a same-sex kiss (Kumenov 2022), the adoption of a law that
prohibits the adoption of children by LGBTQ+ people (Loginova 2024), the renewed
calls by some members of Parliament to adopt changes in the Act on Mass Media to
prevent mass media from writing on topics related to LGBTQ+, and the most recent
initiatives to introduce criminal liability for ‘propaganda of non-traditional sexual rela-
tions’ (Vaal 2024). Moreover, the more explicit rejection of so-called Western values
has been foregrounded in official interviews and speeches by the country’s president.
Thus, in contrast to what Patalakh (2018) noted earlier as Kazakhstan adopting a more
neutral position on LGBTQ+ rights, what we have been able to see more recently is
a trend of increasing the visibility of LGTBTQ+ people (Wilkinson 2020: 3) in order
to fear-monger around the ideas of moral decay and promote so-called traditional
values as allegedly essential to the survival and prosperity of the nation.

The link between the discursive instrumentalisation of traditions and nation-build-
ing has been well-researched in both wider and local contexts. For instance, Chatter-
jee (1989) describes how the appeal to and the re-definition of traditions have been
used in postcolonial contexts as a part of nation-building efforts. He demonstrates
how nationalist projects heavily rely on reforming traditions by relegating them to the
internal sphere of national identity, the one which has the utmost value, and the one
that, despite the material disadvantages of the colonised, could not be subjugated by
the oppressor. Within such a model, women are responsible for the spiritual/private
sphere that needs to be preserved by carrying on traditions, which ultimately grants

' The new law was passed by the Senate in the second reading on 11 April 2024 and signed by the
president on 15 April 2024.
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moral superiority over the colonial power. Similarly, Kudaibergenova (2019: 365) writes
about the retraditionalisation in the context of Kazakhstan, where control over gender
expression and sexualities is expressed by ‘rethinking tradition in a more contempo-
rary sense’ as part of the nationalising process amidst the context of globalisation and
transnationalisation. While there is little doubt about the role of retraditionalisation
in nation-building processes, what proves intriguing in the case of anti-gender mo-
bilisation in Kazakhstan is the paradoxical adoption of ideological messages. Despite
emphasising the preservation of national identity, both anti-gender groups and the
state readily embrace a stance that echoes Russia’s promotion of traditional values
(Edenborg 2021) — the very same values that are being promoted by Kazakhstan'’s
own former coloniser. This article will attempt to analyse how anti-gender ideology
manifests itself in Kazakhstan at the intersection of seemingly conflicting discourses
on the revival of traditional values as a form of postcolonial resistance and as a matter
of national identity that needs to be preserved from outside forces.

Before proceeding to the conceptual and analytical sections of the paper, it is cru-
cial to highlight the importance of the given article in terms of knowledge production
asymmetries when it comes to the study of anti-gender ideology. Despite the well-doc
umented presence of anti-gender movements and a growing body of academic and
activist literature on the subject, there exists a significant geographical imbalance in
research focus. The Central Asian region remains conspicuously underrepresented,
often overshadowed by the European part of the former Soviet Union and the com-
munist bloc. Although there are indeed similarities and shared historical experiences
among post-Soviet and post-communist countries, especially between Russia and the
countries of Central Asia, it is essential to avoid the assumption that what applies to
Russia automatically holds true for its neighbours (Bissenova 2023). This oversimpli-
fication risks perpetuating colonial narratives that marginalise Central Asia as a mere
adjunct to the larger topic of Russian politics (Arystanbek 2019; Kassymbekova 2022).
Thus, one of the goals of this paper is to contribute to the body of scholarly knowl-
edge on anti-gender movements and mobilisation in the geographies that have been
overlooked by academic research, such as Central Asia and Kazakhstan in particular.

Anti-gender mobilisation in Kazakhstan

In September 2020, the Mazhilis, the lower house of the Parliament of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, took a significant step by approving the draft Bill on Countering Do-
mestic Violence in its first reading. This bill was intended to replace the 2009 Act on
the Prevention of Domestic Violence and had garnered strong support from activist
groups and experts advocating for a comprehensive legal framework to protect wom-
en and minors from physical violence, particularly within the private family domain
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or by intimate partners. The initiative for this bill reflected the growing recognition
of the urgent need to address the persistently high level of gender-based violence,
which was exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic due to the inadequacies of
existing legislation (Azhigulova 2021).

The initial approval of the bill's concept in the first reading had raised hopes for its
successful adoption by the end of the year following the second reading. However, in
the weeks leading up to the second reading, the bill faced staunch opposition from
a grassroots movement of parents. These opponents contended that the bill threat-
ened the traditional family structure and claimed it aimed to instil individualistic val-
ues that were disrespectful of filial piety in children. They also propagated conspiracy
theories, suggesting that the bill would lead to the separation of children from their
families for sale in Western countries (Esimkhanov, Bannikov, Zhapisheva 2021). This
opposition was not an isolated incident, as the same group had previously succeed-
ed in blocking another bill a few months earlier, which pertained to amendments to
the Public Health Code.

The groups actively opposing the draft bill have made extensive use of social media
platforms, employing channels such as Telegram, Instagram, and YouTube to dissem-
inate their message. Despite the various names and organisational affiliations these
groups adopt, such as the Movement of the Conscious of Kazakhstan and the Union
of Parents of Kazakhstan, they consistently employ the same messages and discours-
es, and there is significant overlap in membership between them. Investigative jour-
nalism conducted by independent media outlets in Kazakhstan, such as Factcheck
and Masa Media, has shed light on these groups’ activities. Notably, the same groups
that vehemently opposed the Bill on Countering Domestic Violence were also found
to have disseminated disinformation during the pandemic, including vaccine-related
falsehoods and conspiracy theories denying the existence of COVID-19.

What distinguishes these groups is their adoption of a rights-based discourse. Un-
like previous waves of conservative resistance to gender equality and sexual diversi-
ty in the country, these groups have expanded their activities beyond social media
platforms and messaging apps like WhatsApp and Telegram. Anti-gender groups
actively engage with the press, interact with state officials through various means,
including the initiation of petitions, and present their actions within a rights-based
framework. This strategy mirrors the approach employed by anti-gender groups in
Russia during mobilisation against a domestic violence law, where nearly 200 civil
society organisations across Russia signed an open letter to President Vladimir Putin
in 2019 urging him to veto the law (Edenborg 2021).

Furthermore, investigations into the origins of the anti-gender movement have
highlighted a lack of transparency regarding the funding sources of these groups. Si-
multaneously, clear ties have been established between these groups and the Russian
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movement known as the International Social Movement of People’s Unity. It is worth
noting that anti-gender groups of parents in Kazakhstan have previously employed
the online petition platform CitizenGo for their activism, the primary platform also
used by anti-gender groups in Europe. CitizenGo has received funding from prominent
leaders of the anti-gender ideology movement in Russia (Katsiveli, Coimbra-Gomes
2020; Edenborg 2021). This interconnectedness underscores the integration of the
local anti-gender movement in Kazakhstan into the broader global network of trans-
national anti-gender mobilisation.

Defining anti-gender mobilisation

While anti-gender mobilisation has gained significant momentum in recent years and
has become increasingly prominent as a societal phenomenon, it is essential to rec-
ognise that it is far from being a novel development and can be traced back to the
1990s (Denkovski, Bernarding, Lunz 2021). This mobilisation can assume a substantial
variety of forms and expressions, shaped by a complex interplay of factors, includ-
ing but not limited to geopolitical circumstances, socio-economic conditions, and
the prevailing cultural contexts of individual regions. What is particularly worrisome,
however, is the ever-expanding transnational character of anti-gender mobilisation
(Kuhar, Paternotte 2017). This globalisation of anti-gender sentiments and activities
transcends borders, forging connections among disparate regions and societies. As
these sentiments cross boundaries, they carry with them not only the potential to
influence and shape the discourse on gender and sexuality but also to foster interna-
tional networks that share common goals and strategies. This growing transnational
dimension poses unique challenges and opportunities for addressing and understand-
ing the dynamics of anti-gender mobilisation on a global scale.

In their most recent work, Butler (2024) elucidates the mechanics of this global
phenomenon by examining how anti-gender movements exploit the fears around
gender diversity to advance reactionary politics. They argue that these movements
portray gender as a diabolical threat to societal norms and values, whereby they are
able to mobilise support for authoritarian and conservative agendas. This portrayal
transforms gender into a phantasm that fuels fears and justifies regressive policies.

It is true that anti-gender campaigns often employ arguments and narratives that
are commonly associated with right-wing populist movements and religious funda-
mentalist discourses, but Paternotte and Kuhar (2018) argue that anti-gender mo-
bilisation should be examined as a distinct phenomenon. What unites anti-gender
campaigns worldwide, despite the regional and contextual variations in their mani-
festations, is their shared opposition to the concept of ‘gender ideology.” As scholars
have pointed out (Paternotte, Kuhar 2018), the primary purpose of the term ‘gender
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ideology’ is to counter feminist and queer movements and the scholarly endeavours
that challenge simplistic and naturalistic notions of gender, sexuality, and the inherent
power relations they entail. Within the framework of this concept, gender is depicted
as being at the core of contentious and morally objectionable changes to the estab-
lished order, including the advancement of sexual and reproductive rights, LGBTQ+
rights, comprehensive sexual education, the integration of gender considerations into
policy, and efforts to combat gender-based violence, among others (Kuhar, Paternotte
2017). Additionally, as Korolczuk explains (2015), a notable feature of anti-gender
mobilisations is their dual focus. On one hand, they centre their activism on the con-
cepts of family and children. On the other hand, their anti-gender ideology asserts
the extraordinary and all-encompassing nature of the perceived threats emanating
from LGBTQ+ individuals and gender-related policies, presenting them as perilous to
the very existence of society as a whole.

In their examination of the content of the anti-gender ideology that is central to
the mobilisation against gender, Graff and Korolczuk (2022: 17-18) identify three
fundamental elements within this ideology: a collection of beliefs concerning human
nature and ‘natural law’; ‘a deeply pessimistic and consistently anti-modernist nar-
rative’ about the intellectual, cultural, and social history of the Western world; and
an alarmist and conspiratorial vision of the current global distribution of power. It is
worth noting that the prevailing view is that anti-gender ideology is closely linked to
broader Christian fundamentalist movements. However, looking at the mobilisation
around an anti-LGBT+ campaign in Chechnya, a Muslim republic within the Russian
Federation, Edenborg (2021) showed how state-sponsored homophobia there was
reframed by making reference to ‘traditional values’ as part of the resurgence of
authoritarian Islamic leadership. Edenborg’s (2021: 5) analysis revealed how a nar-
rative advocating for the safeguarding of deeply rooted cultural and religious values
against external influence aligns neatly with ideological initiatives grounded in the
revival of Islamic principles that exist in various Muslim-majority regions within the
Russian Federation. Therefore, irrespective of teleological allusions, anti-gender ide-
ology strategically harnesses various discourses rooted in the conviction that there
is a predetermined natural order. It is evident, moreover, that gender plays a pivotal
role within the anti-gender movement, serving as the ‘symbolic glue’ (Kovats, P6im
2015; Grzebalska, Kovats, Petd 2017) that effectively binds together disparate and
occasionally conflicting notions into a coherent framework.

Gender, modernity, and sexual geographies

When considering the anti-modernist stance that is inherent to anti-gender ideology,
it is crucial to discuss how gender and modernity have been shaped in the discourse
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to represent mutual signifiers of each other. Moreover, it is no less important to point
out how these narratives of modernity have been reproduced in one way or another
and not only by anti-gender campaigns, as they have been present in the dominant
discourses for a long time, including in academic and activist circles advocating for
the wider inclusion of women’s and LGBTQ+ rights. As Philips (2018) asserts, while
the idea that the West is the beacon of what is considered to be modern has been
challenged, and the vast amount of post- and decolonial literature has led to the de-
coupling of these concepts from each other, what remains solid is the conflation of
gender with modernity. Philips shows how the fight for women's rights, which, cru-
cially, has been limited to a fight for the rights of just one subset of women, has been
utilised historically to draw boundaries between the modern West and barbaric and
uncivilised others, whose alleged lack of civilisation was then used to justify the co-
lonial projects of the former. Philips contends that this association of modernity with
the status of women was not only a feature of the colonial era but continues to exist
until now. According to her, in a contemporary setting, modernity is symbolised by
gender equality and openness to sexual freedoms, which ultimately serve as bounda-
ry-making tools against racialised others by assigning them the label of backwardness.

Similarly, Puar (2007) has delved deeply into the intricate interplay of sexual politics
that shape the imagined geographies that distinguish the West from the East. Puar’s
seminal work reveals a strategic manoeuvre by the Western world: the deliberate
leveraging of the recognition of LGBT? rights to delineate clear boundaries as a pre-
text to justify the exclusion of racialised Others. At the core of this paradigm lies the
selective allocation of tolerance and rights by the state to a particular segment of the
LGBT community. This selective granting of rights serves as a symbol of the West's
proclaimed civilisational exceptionalism and provides narrative tools with which to
disqualify and deter others from crossing the imaginary boundaries it has meticulous-
ly drawn. Puar encapsulates this phenomenon in the term ‘homonationalism’, which
represents the process through which gender and sexuality become instruments for
demarcating the West as the exclusive realm of sexual freedom and diversity, while
portraying the rest of the world as inherently homophobic. This framework illuminates
how sexual politics intricately intersect with broader geopolitical strategies, and this
not only influences the discussions surrounding gender and sexuality but also has a
profound impact on global power dynamics and territorial delineations.

2 Use of the acronym LGBT instead of the more inclusive LGBTQ+ indicates that such homonationalist
discourses are rooted in the categorisation and policing of sexuality and identities. This ultimately confines
these discourses within the boundaries of heteronormative co-optations of sexual and gender diversity.
By narrowing the spectrum of recognised identities, these discourses reinforce a limited and controlled
acceptance of diversity that aligns with heteronormative frameworks.
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The concept of homonationalism has emerged as a pivotal reference point in a large
body of scholarship dedicated to unravelling the role that gender and sexuality play
in drawing the boundaries between the abstract constructs of the West and the East
on the global geopolitical stage. Building upon this concept, Rao (2020) introduces a
temporal dimension into the discourse. Rao contends that homonationalism does not
just demarcate the spatial boundaries that determine what falls within the purview of
the West and what lies beyond it. Rather, beyond that, it also interweaves a notion of
belonging with the ideals of modernity and progress. Within this framework, sexual
politics become inextricably entwined with the concepts of modernity and progress,
where the West is positioned as the fulcrum for these ideals. As a result, this sexual
exceptionalism transforms the West into not only a geographical entity but also a
temporal one. Anyone excluded from its confines is thus relegated to being perceived
as antiquated and underdeveloped. This complex interplay of spatial and temporal
dimensions further underscores the profound implications sexual politics have for the
perception of progress and backwardness within the global landscape.

Within these imaginary geographies of the West relating to gender and sexual di-
versity and freedoms, where the symbolic East represents everything that the West is
not, i.e. homophobia and a lack of progress, the anti-gender ideology finds a nour-
ishing space to exploit this binary for its own benefit. Graff and Korolczuk (2022)
have analysed how existing anti-gender movements mobilise the population through
anti-colonialist sentiment combined with an appeal to parents as the main actors in
the movement. As the authors argue, anti-gender movements have been successful
because their narratives — centred on the exceptionality of the nation under an im-
minent external threat from malign global forces that are (allegedly) targeting them
by undermining the traditional foundations of the society, i.e. the heterosexual family
— play on fears and generate a broad emotional response but also a feeling of being
connected to larger group and a feeling of hope for a brighter future.

In line with this argument, Arystanbek (2021) illustrates the centring of heteronor-
mative family imagery through the construction of strict gender roles, which are in-
voked by the concept of traditions. She discusses how the state employs these roles
to formulate the cultural and national exceptionality of Kazakhstan. In her analysis
of the school curriculum, Arystanbek demonstrates that it promotes heterosexual
relationships as the norm, marginalising or completely ignoring non-heteronorma-
tive identities and orientations. The official state discourse, channelled through the
education system, uses historical and cultural references to reinforce the importance
of maintaining so-called traditional structures, which are presented as integral to the
nation’s cultural heritage and social stability. Thus, at its core, the heteronormative
family assumes the position of the main guarantor and the foundation of the nation
and its resilience against the outside world.
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Moreover, according to Graff and Korolczuk (2022), although the anti-colonial
narratives of the anti-gender movement share the same tropes as postcolonial and
decolonial theories and might even borrow some of their central ideas and concepts,
it can be seen how these ideas have been reframed and distorted in the hands of
the former. The anti-colonial outcry of anti-gender movements works with a bina-
ry juxtaposition of the innocent indigenous/local group of people bravely standing
against the larger powers of the imaginary West, global capitalism, and the erosion
of traditional roles in society. Hence, it is not surprising that within this reproduced
and perpetuated binary, which postures as standing against Western domination,
everything that is discursively constructed to be elements of the West, such as queer-
ness, critical notions of the social construction of the concepts of gender and sex-
uality, feminism, bodily autonomy, etc., is being vilified and scapegoated as malign
imports from the West.

Finally, one can see how this binary of the West and the East and the degree to
which the values of modernity and progress can be assigned to each has been pre-
venting activists and academia from fully understanding the phenomenon of an-
ti-gender ideology and mobilisation. It is possible to trace how anti-genderism has
come to be framed as a cultural backlash (Cupac, Ebetlrk 2020; Kovéats 2017), at the
core of which is certain geographies’ resistance and reluctance to submit to inevitable
progress. This discourse has undermined the importance and significance of anti-gen-
der mobilisation, assigning it only temporary importance and seeing it as a self-dis-
solvable minor stumble on the path of irrevocable and unquestionable progression
towards modernity and progress, which encapsulates in itself gender equality and
sexual rights and freedoms. Moreover, deeply entrenched in this linear understanding
of progress and modernity is a view of anti-genderism as a cultural backlash, which
not only perpetuates the dichotomy of the West against the East but also leaves out
all the territories that within this matrix have been assigned to the symbolic East. Thus,
by this logic, anti-genderism itself becomes the signifier of progress and modernity.
If opposition to ‘gender ideology’ is perceived as going backward, then the starting
point for going backward can only be that of modernity and progress. This view of
seeing anti-genderism as a cultural backlash creates geographic blind spots, where
places not even registered within the category of those impacted by the whims of
modernity are entirely overlooked.

As Hovhannisyan (2019) astutely observes, the anti-gender movement is often
framed exclusively within the Western context, where it is portrayed as a threat to
the progress and modernity upon which Western identity is constructed. She critiques
the prevailing literature for characterising anti-gender ideology as a mere setback,
perpetuating the dichotomy of tradition versus modernity and progress by labelling
it a ‘gender backlash’. Hovhannisyan contends that analyses of anti-gender ideolo-
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gy tend to depict it as a recent Western phenomenon of regression into traditions
through the moral panic surrounding ‘gender ideology’. However, she points out
that in non-Western contexts, the concept of gender had already challenged many
religious, traditionalist, and fundamentalist ideologies long before it resurfaced in
Europe as a perceived threat.

Similarly, Paternotte (2020) argues that assigning a linear progressive framework
to sexual geopolitics and viewing anti-genderism solely as resistance to this progress
oversimplifies the nuanced nature of anti-gender mobilisation. Such an oversimplifi-
cation obscures how it unites diverse and sometimes opposing ideas into a cohesive
whole. On the contrary, this binary perception of anti-genderism relies on a mutual
process of ‘othering’, where both sides tend to group all the dissenters from anti-gen-
der ideology into a single category. Paternotte emphasises that this approach erases
the internal power dynamics and imbalances within pro-gender groups. Paradoxi-
cally, this simplification benefits anti-gender campaigns worldwide, where anyone
who challenges their discourses is reduced to being cultural traitors and supporters
of Western imperialism.

Examining the discourse surrounding gender-related concerns provides insights into
the role of non-governmental organisations that receive international funding, espe-
cially those focusing on gender equality and LGBTQ+ advocacy. These organisations
are frequently implicated in broader anti-gender narratives and depicted as agents
of cultural imperialism. The post-Soviet Central Asian region, particularly after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, offers a compelling example of how gender concepts
were introduced primarily through international development agencies such as the UN
and USAID. This introduction was facilitated by gender mainstreaming policies and
associated funding initiatives (Kamp 2016). For many former Soviet Union countries,
including Kazakhstan, integration into the global development sphere meant adopting
a neoliberal market economy. Simultaneously, they pursued political liberalisation and
democratisation as prerequisites for a Western-defined model of development and
modernity. Thus, in juxtaposition to this model of NGO-led gender equality attempts,
Graff and Korolczuk (2022) highlight how the proponents of anti-gender ideology
brand themselves as the representatives of the true and authentic civil society, the
ones who truly represent the will of the common people, and the ones who have
not been corrupted by the malice of foreign and supranational actors that are alien
to the interests of people on the ground. As the authors argue (ibid.: 93), this scepti-
cism and demonisation of the civil society structures in place are especially salient in
the countries of the former Soviet Union, where the discourse of development and
progress has been established through Western donor support in the wake of their
independence in the 1990s.
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Methodology

In order to analyse how anti-gender mobilisation operates in Kazakhstan, this paper
utilises a combination of critical discourse analysis (CDA) and the sociology of knowl-
edge approach to discourse (SKAD). While CDA offers a framework for examining
power relations within discourse and understanding how language constructs social
reality (Wodak 2018), SKAD provides insight into the agency of the social actors in-
volved in the production and reception of a discourse (Keller 2011). By integrating
these approaches, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
discursive dynamics surrounding anti-gender ideology in Kazakhstan and considers
both the production of discourse by state actors and its further reproduction and
legitimation by anti-gender groups.

CDA focuses on the ways in which language is used to ‘enact, confirm, legitimise,
reproduce, or challenge relations of power’ in society (Van Dijk 2015: 467). It em-
phasises the intrinsic connection between discourse and social context, highlighting
how discourses are shaped by and shape broader social structures. CDA views dis-
courses as intrinsically embedded in a social context, centring the concept of power
in discourse production and articulation. Language, within the framework of CDA
(Fairclough, Wodak 1997: 271), is understood as a social practice, and power rela-
tions are seen as products of discourses as social practices. This dialectical relationship
between society and discourse underscores how culture and society are formed by
discourses, which serve ideological purposes.

This paper adopts the discourse-historical approach (DHA) to CDA suggested by
Wodak (2001). Wodak situates discourses as social practices in a socio-historical con-
text and highlights the dialectic relationship between the two. Within this framework
(ibid.: 66), discourse and social context are mutually constitutive, and thus it is cru-
cial to analyse discursive texts not only as individual and isolated linguistic utterances
but also on the macro level of the socio-historical contexts that are defined both by
discourses and by institutional and social structures. Thus, Wodak pays close atten-
tion to the situational contexts in which discourses occur, the relationship between
different discourses and texts, and how these discourses are embedded in socio-his-
torical structures. The DHA in CDA in this paper specifically applies to its analysis of
how anti-gender rhetoric has been produced discursively and to its study of the in-
terdiscursive (Reisigl, Wodak 2015: 90) nature of the anti-gender ideology promoted
by the state in conflation with other discourses on modernity and nation-building,
which are dictated by the socio-historical context of Kazakhstan.

At the same time, while acknowledging the role of the state as one of the main
discourse-producing actors in regard to national identity, gender, and sexuality re-
flected in anti-gender discourses in the country, this paper also aims to trace how
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these state-produced discourses have been defining the social reality in Kazakhstan.
For this purpose, the article uses the SKAD methodology developed by Keller (2011).
Based on Foucauldian notions of discourse as the axis of power/knowledge (1972), the
SKAD defines discourse as a ‘regulated practice of statement formation responding to
some problem, urgency or need of action, including knowing something, defining a
situation and perpetuating or transforming a given order as such problems of action’
(Keller 2018: 20). Similar to Wodak's approach to CDA, SKAD also emphasises the
interrelationship between discourses and social realities, underscoring how they mu-
tually reproduce each other. At the same time, what distinguishes SKAD from CDA,
and can be considered a meaningful addition to the analysis, is SKAD's significant
consideration of the agency of the social actors involved in discourses. Thus, it does
not confine the social world to the agency of the power-holding elites who produce
discourses but demonstrates that the social reality constituted by discourses depends
on both how discourses are produced by elites and how they are accepted by the
addressees of such discourses. As Keller writes (2011: 54), ‘social actors are not only
the empty addressees of knowledge supplies and the value assessments embedded
therein, but are socially configured incarnations of agency standing in the crossfire of
multiple and heterogeneous, maybe even contradicting discourses, trying to handle
the situations they meet’. Thus, SKAD is used in this paper to analyse the relationship
between the state discourse on anti-gender ideology and the discourses promoted by
anti-gender groups in the country. With the help of SKAD analysis, this paper looks at
the problematisation of gender by these groups, how they legitimise their claims, and
what they discursively construct as the appropriate solutions to gender as a problem.

Based on a textual analysis using CDA and SKAD, the article identifies the main
discursive themes inherent to the anti-gender mobilisation in Kazakhstan, such as the
role of the family and children, the use of anti-colonial discourse, nation-building, and
a rights-based approach as a legitimation strategy. The discursive texts for the article
were selected using the method of theoretical sampling (Charmaz 2014), where each
piece of data informed the collection of the next piece of data. Thus, | started the
data collection with the initial coding of the messages produced by groups in the an-
ti-gender movement in Kazakhstan, which were heavily clustered around the themes
of family and children and destructive Western forces as a threat to the nation. This,
in turn, led me to add state discourses on the nation and national identity and the
role of the West in the discursive messages produced by the state. The sampling size
of the texts was not based on the quantitative measures but rather on the theoretical
saturation (Charmaz 2014) of the themes mentioned in the texts.
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Between the West and Islam: nation-building in Kazakhstan

To grasp the manifestations of anti-gender ideology in Kazakhstan, it is essential to
delve into its contextual intricacies, shaped by historical legacies and contemporary
dynamics. As highlighted by Tlostanova (2015), the dissolution of the Soviet Union
plunged Central Asian countries into a state of what she terms ‘double coloniality’.
This concept encapsulates the complex interplay between historical subjugation and
modern power dynamics. On one hand, these nations grapple with the lingering
influence of their former coloniser, Russia, which imposes civilisational imperatives
and modernisation agendas. At the same time, Russia itself occupies a subordinate
position within the framework of Western coloniality. This intricate web of historical
baggage and contemporary power structures profoundly influences the socio-politi-
cal landscape, setting the stage for the emergence and perpetuation of anti-gender
ideologies.

Discourses regarding Russia’s colonial past in Kazakhstan are longstanding and have
remained central to various political factions since independence (Kudaibergenova
2016). It is worth noting the dual ways in which these discourses circulate and are
utilised. On one hand, there is a growing grassroots interest in decolonial thought
concerning history and identity formation, as evidenced in artworks and activist ini-
tiatives (Smagulova 2023). On the other hand, as Kudaibergenova (2016) contends,
postcolonial discourse serves as a tool for contesting political power among diverse
groups, including the political establishment, opposition factions, and Kazakh-nation-
al patriots. While the bottom-up application and re-production of decolonial thought
is on the rise, especially since the beginning of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine (Arys-
tanbek, Schenk 2022; Kassymbekova, Marat 2022), and deserves all academic atten-
tion, this paper will focus on how postcolonial sentiments have been appropriated by
the official state discourse and how this aligns with anti-gender rhetoric in the case
of Kazakhstan. This appropriative use of political postcolonial discourse, according to
Kudaibergenova (2019: 918), is driven by nationalising projects and the ‘inability of
both the regime and other Kazakh political actors to acquire clear positionality vis-
a-vis former oppressors, including the Russian tsarist empire and the Soviet Union’.
Each of these political actors has been instrumentalising this ambiguity of positionality
to reach their own goals. In the case of the political regime, political postcolonialism
has been used as one of the main instruments of regime legitimation through the
intentionally inconsistent nation-building discourses of ‘Kazakh ethno-nationalism,
the developmental idea of modernising the state-nation, equal rights and welfare for
all Kazakhstani citizens’ (Kudaibergenova 2019: 921).

The topic of nation-building and the themes of national unity have been prominent
in recent presidential addresses and official speeches. Thus, for example, in his most
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recent address at the third meeting of the National kurultai® President Tokaev dedi-
cated his speech to the importance of national unity. An analysis of his speech reveals
the conflation of different discourses around nation-building and national identity.
It starts by emphasising the importance of national identity and traditional values.
Tokaev invokes historical references, such as the significance of the place where the
Kurultai is taking place, to underscore the deep-rootedness of Kazakh culture and
heritage. This framing serves to strengthen the legitimacy of his message by connect-
ing it to revered aspects of Kazakh history. While acknowledging the importance of
tradition, the speech also employs the notions of progress and modernisation. By
highlighting initiatives aimed at economic development and novelties in government
policy, this discursive emphasis on progress reflects a desire to position Kazakhstan
as a forward-looking nation while balancing the preservation of cultural heritage.
The speech then proceeds to a discussion of ideological shifts, where Tokaev pays
attention to the influence of the increased Islamisation in society. It is interesting to
trace how he discursively juxtaposes the notions of modernity and progress against
forms of Islam, claiming that its ‘radicalised’ forms are alien to the traditions of Ka-
zakhstan and impose ‘archaic’ ways of life. Furthermore, immediately after rejecting
the ‘radicalised’ versions of Islam as alien to Kazakh culture and traditions, Tokaev
outlines another element alien to Kazakh identity:

"We cannot and will not go along with those who, under the influence of Wes-
tern and other trends, promote values alien to our culture and, moreover, contra-
ry to the [binary] basis of the world. Our children are involved in this destructive
propaganda, so the price of the issue is greater than ever — it is the spiritual health
of the younger generation. (...) Our position on this issue will not be influenced
by either political conjuncture or newfangled world trends. We must firmly and
consistently cultivate traditional family values’ (Tokaev 2024).

This speech in itself is significant, as it is one of the first times that the head of state
in Kazakhstan has on the discursive level of an official text presented the image of
the West in opposition to traditional values and the role of the child. It is important
to point out how the matter of gender and sexuality remains deliberately implicit and
disguised by the reference to the binary foundation of the world. The intentional omis-
sion of a definition of ‘destructive propaganda’ and what constitutes such propaganda
further amplifies the moral panic and urgency surrounding the matter of saving the

3 The National kurultai is a consultative and advisory body under the president, which serves the purpose
of developing ideas and steps for the further advancement of social consolidation (from the official
Akorda website).

| 69 |



IV STATI/ ARTICLES

‘younger generation’. Additionally, what is remarkable is that the affective appeal
to save the children on the grounds of an entrenched notion of heteronormativity
seems to have played the role of a unifying discourse both to legitimise the state’s
authority in a society divided along ethno-linguistic lines and to redirect anti-colonial
sentiments towards the West and not the former colonial centre.

Furthermore, while relegating both Islam and the West as alien influences jeop-
ardising the prosperity and the integrity of the nation, Tokaev, having just reasserted
traditional family values as the core tenets of the national identity, proceeds to dis-
cuss the issue of domestic violence. Here, he contends that the issue of ‘discrimina-
tion and even oppression of women' is inherent to ‘families where Islamic canons
are perceived in an extremely distorted, dogmatic form’. The speech concludes by
setting out the national path that is left after rejecting Western and Islamic influenc
es. While extensively referencing the pre-Soviet ideals of the Kazakh nation through
various historical references, Tokaev makes statements that seemingly conflict with
his own attempts at historical revivalism and to summon the supposed greatness of
the Kazakh nation and with his calls to leave the past behind while also warning that
‘digging too much into the past can cause more harm than good’. He remarks that
‘no one can change the past’ and concludes his words by citing a Kazakh poet, If
you do not see a friend in your neighbour, all your deeds are useless’ (Tokaev 2024).

It is crucial to highlight how this entire discourse of referring to the West as the
source of imported values that are destructive and in conflict with traditional fami-
ly values and, at the same time, of portraying the issue of violence against women
as being brought by Islam reproduces the discursive constructions of the racialised
territories delineated by the instrumentalisation of gender and sexuality. It would
be too simplistic and reductionist to claim that this is merely a show of resistance
to Western dominance (Suchland 2018). Instead, this in itself could be interpreted
as an aspiration for whiteness, but the morally ‘proper’ one, while at the same time
distancing oneself from the racialised Muslims and thus locating oneself along the
geopolitical imaginary of modernity, but with traditional values as the core of such
a modernity. Such a discursive construction inevitably relies on the invention of both
an external and internal Other, and it is possible to see how in the state discourse the
image of the internal Other has been crafted using notions of gender and sexuality,
where anyone who does not conform to the heteronormative projects of national-
ism is deemed to be a Western element, whereas violence against women is rejected
through the creation of an image of an ‘Islamised’ person, who is portrayed as an
agent of backwardness, ironically echoing the Western Orientalising discourses (Said
1978) on gender in non-Western, specifically Muslim geographies.

This speech is an exemplary discursive text that demonstrates how anti-gender
rhetoric in alliance with nation-building is a result of multiple discourses that are of-
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ten conflicting and competing with each other. Thus, while the speech might seem
inconsistent with the President’s own messages in which he selectively makes use
of historical events and images, deeming some of these historical events and imag-
es as the subject for glorification and an active reference for national identity and
others as the elements that need to be forgotten, such a contradiction aligns with
Kudaibergenova's argument (2019), presented above, on the opportunistic use of
postcolonial discourses by the official political regime. In this case, it is possible to
see how the nation-building demonstrated by this speech has been discursively redi-
rected towards an alignment with Russia, invoking futuristic notions of abandoning
postcolonial resentment towards Russia for the sake of greater progress and mod-
ernisation, based on embracing the traditional values of the heterosexual family and
the exclusion of Islamic radicalisation.

The Holy Trinity: parent, child, nation

Returning to the discourses employed and reproduced by Kazakh anti-gender groups
in their messaging, we can see how the politicisation of parenthood is a recurring
theme in their mobilisation rhetoric. One of the most striking examples of this po-
liticisation is provided by the recent petitions organised by anti-gender groups call-
ing for the shutting down of an online platform called Selftanu* dedicated to queer
youth in Kazakhstan, and by a recent petition calling for the banning of ‘overt and
covert propaganda of LGBT' in the country.> The authors of the petitions and social
media posts claim that it is crucially important to stop the dissemination of non-het-
eronormative relations, which represent a threat to the well-being of children and,
by extension, to the entire nation:

I call for the protection, the shielding, of our teenagers and children from such
big mistakes, the protection of our future generation from wrong relations and
the replaced ideas! The sexual life of adults is their private business, but | am
against the propaganda and cultivation of non-traditional sexual relationships
in the open in front of the whole audience, where the viewers and listeners are
also children! (emphasis added)

4 O Blokirovke i Zaprete Saita po Propogande LGBT selftanu.kz, accessed 15 April 2024 https://otinish.
kz/ru/petition/104/.

> The petition, initiated by Bagila Balgabayeva, a prominent figure in the anti-gender movement, was
launched on 29 May 2024. It rapidly gained traction, amassing 50,000 signatures in under two weeks.
This significant support qualified the petition for formal consideration by the Ministry of Culture and
Information.
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In a social media post,® Bagila Balgabayeva, the petition’s author, expressed grati-
tude to all the signatories while cautioning that the battle is far from over. She warned
that if the ‘spread of LGBT' is not halted, Kazakhstan could face the dire consequences
of moral and spiritual deterioration within the next 10-15 years, similar to what she
perceives the West is currently experiencing. Balgabayeva emphasised that standing
against Western values is a shared fight that transcends social status and affects every-
one equally. She highlighted that this issue is fundamentally about the well-being of
children and the nation’s sovereignty.

Some authors (Kuhar, Paternotte 2017) have noted the universal nature of this kind
of imagery where children are depicted as vulnerable to the perceived dangers of gen-
der-related issues, such as the unfounded fear of them becoming LGBTQ+. Discussing
this phenomenon, Graff and Korolczuk (2022) also noted how anti-gender movements
appeal to the idea that protecting children is the moral and sacred duty of parents.
Combined with the aforementioned discourse of anti-colonialism inherent to the an-
ti-gender movement, the mobilisation of parents amplifies the emotional support for
the anti-gender movement within the population. By astutely manipulating the dichot-
omy between an ordinary, disenfranchised group of people disconnected from global
capital and political decision-making on one side and a movement standing against
broader global ills on the other, the anti-gender movement empowers its followers
with a sense of self that not only allows them to regain control over their own lives and
families but also contributes dutifully to the protection and future of the entire nation.

The campaigns by Kazakh anti-gender groups manipulate the population by evok-
ing what is presented as the imminent threat facing the traditional heterosexual family,
which is regarded as the cornerstone of society. These campaigns skilfully employ the
symbolic image of a child being deprived of their natural protectors — their parents.
Phrases such as ‘encroaching on the most sacred thing of all — FAMILY", ‘discrimina-
tion of the natural rights of parents’, and ‘the destruction of our traditional family and
moral values’ (loosely translated, emphasis in the original text) are wielded by these
groups to evoke a moral panic and frame the sanctity of the family’s privacy as un-
der siege from external forces. The petition against the Bill on Countering Domestic
Violence in Kazakhstan that circulated in 2020 claims that these legal initiatives are
driven by organisations and groups purportedly linked to international bodies (Sad-
erdinova 2020). It accuses these entities of ‘lobbying’ for foreign and destructive val-
ues that are in conflict with the ‘true and local’ values of Kazakhstan. The document
strategically invokes international human rights law and domestic family regulations,
citing the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the International Covenant

6 Instagram page of Bagila Balgabayeva, accessed 12 June 2024, https://www.instagram.com/reel/
C8Bvo5pNImm/?igsh=MTMzcXNzanhwZnl5ZA==.
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on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to support the argument for family autono-
my in making decisions about children’s well-being. It is imperative to highlight how
this selective use of references to international human rights law distorts the core
principles of these laws and lends an air of credibility and rights-based legitimacy to
the anti-gender mobilisation.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN 1989) indeed underscores the role
of legal parents/custodians as agents capable of acting in the child’s best interests.
Simultaneously, the Convention does not absolve parents and guardians of their re-
sponsibilities; rather, it places them on equal footing with the state as duty-bearers
ensuring the rights of children. Furthermore, the document emphasises that if legal
guardians fail in their duties, it becomes the state’s obligation to intervene and act
in the child’s best interests.

Despite the distortion and misuse of the core concepts of international human
rights documents, this example of the utilisation of rights-based discourse to justify
anti-gender messages is very illustrative of a larger trend. These appeals to comply
with international human rights law by the state can be indicative of the welfare
demands of citizens. As Kudaibergenova and Laruelle (2022) argue, the contentious
politics in Kazakhstan, illustrated by the January 2022 events, stem from a crisis of the
legitimacy of the political elite in the country, where the regime has failed to provide
the promised social and economic welfare while it has promoted further neoliberal
policies. Similarly, Ukhova (2018) emphasises the importance of considering class-re-
lated issues when explaining the appeal of anti-gender movements, which have been
conditioned by neoliberal systems. In a study she found that for many respondents
the emphasis on “traditional values’, particularly centred on heteronormative gender
roles, serves as a justification for existing inequalities and the failures of neoliberal-
ism to fulfil its promises.

At the same time, it is also possible to trace how this rights-based discourse aligns
with the nation-building projects of the state, which ostensibly promises equal rights
for every citizen. Yet, this seemingly universal provision of rights relies heavily on the
discursive exclusion of internal others. Thus, in conformity with the state discourse on
traditional family values, the anti-gender mobilisation of both government officials
and grassroots anti-gender groups vilifies LGBTQ+ people as an internal threat be-
holden to the alien destructive Western values of homosexuality and gender self-de-
termination. Within their ideas of national identity and the future of the nation, the
heteronormative family is the sole form of social unit that guarantees the existence
of the nation.

This reproductive futurism (Edelman 2004) leveraged by anti-gender movements
upholds these heteronormative values by emphasising the child as the symbol of the
future. Anti-gender activists argue that non-traditional gender identities and sexual
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orientations threaten the moral fabric and continuity of society. This rhetoric portrays
LGBTQ+ rights and comprehensive sexual education (Arystanbek 2021) as harmful
influences that jeopardise the well-being and proper upbringing of children. By fo-
cusing on the protection of children, anti-gender activists frame their opposition to
gender equality as a defence of societal values and the nation’s future, thereby gar-
nering broader public support. This strategic use of reproductive futurism not only
marginalises LGBTQ+ individuals but also strengthens the discourse around traditional
family structures as essential for national survival and prosperity.

Within this paradigm, the symbolic image of the child serves as the guarantee of
the nation’s continuity, which needs to be protected at all costs. However, as Levit-
anus (2023: 183) points out, these discourses about protection rule out queer child-
hood as an ‘impossibility’, making the queer child — who might otherwise trouble the
assumption of a heteronormative future — unthinkable. In essence, the confluence
of state-driven nation-building agendas and anti-gender mobilisation perpetuates a
discourse that valorises the heteronormative family unit while marginalising LGBTQ+
individuals, thus reinforcing exclusionary narratives within the framework of national
identity and endangering the recognition of queer childhood experiences.

Conclusion

In an effort to contribute to the broader scholarly discourse, this paper seeks to con-
textualise the extensive body of work on anti-gender politics and ideology within the
specific context of Kazakhstan. Despite the sustained academic attention devoted
to anti-gender mobilisation over the past decade, it has predominantly bypassed the
geographies of the former Soviet Union, particularly the Central Asian nations. This
oversight reflects the enduring coloniality of knowledge production, where Central
Asia has been primarily regarded through the lens of Russian politics and its geopo-
litical influence. Furthermore, even within the realm of gender studies, prevailing no-
tions of progress and modernity have adhered to a linear temporal framework, with
the West serving as the benchmark of modernity, and the rest of the world viewed
as catching up.

In this context, opposition to gender is often viewed as a sign of regression on
the trajectory to modernity, and this explains the region’s invisibility in gender and
sexuality studies. Consequently, this implies that the region was initially devoid of
concepts of gender and sexuality, rendering the phenomenon of anti-gender move-
ments inconceivable in the absence of these constructs. In response to this scholarly
oversight and the consequential erasure of an entire region from the global discus-
sions on anti-gender mobilisation, this paper sought to contextualise current devel-
opments in Kazakhstan.
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Drawing upon the foundational works on anti-gender mobilisation and the discur-
sive construction of anti-gender movements, this study also endeavoured to critique
unchallenged notions of modernity in the analysis put forward in those foundational
works. Through a critical examination of the anti-gender movement in Kazakhstan,
this paper asserts that the success of anti-gender ideology in the country can be attrib-
uted to the intersection of anti-colonial discourses, the politicisation of parenthood,
and the instrumentalisation of the image of the child. At the same time, the central
messages in these discourses — centred on resisting Western cultural hegemony by
empowering parents with autonomy over their children and positioning them as de-
fenders not only of their offspring but also of the entire nation — have been harnessed
by the government to legitimise its authority and bolster its image on the domestic,
regional, and international fronts.

In conclusion, this paper underscores the urgent need to broaden the scope of re-
search in the field of anti-gender politics, transcending conventional Western-centric
narratives and acknowledging the complexities of diverse regional contexts such as
Kazakhstan. By challenging the prevailing paradigms of modernity and offering criti-
cal insights into the dynamics of anti-gender movements, this study contributes to a
more comprehensive understanding of this global phenomenon.
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‘I Have to Act Like Everything’s Okay’: Menstruation, the Female Body,
and the World of Work Organisations

Abstract: Menstruation in the world of work organisations has so far from a sociological
perspective remained an unexplored topic. Using exploratory research and the grounded
theory method, this article seeks to capture how Czech women cope with menstruation in the
workplace. Women interested in participating in the research were first asked to answer a short
online questionnaire. From this pool we chose nineteen women (ages 21-66) who differed
from each other in terms of their professions, age, and the extent to which menstruation
is limiting for them and conducted qualitative interviews with them. The interviews were
transcribed verbatim and subsequently coded and analysed. This coding led to the creation of
categories and themes representing menstruation management and its different strategies and
the different usage of menstrual aids, menstruation in the space-time of work organisations,
social norms associated with menstruation, planning associated with menstruation, and
menstruation as a reminder of corporeality. The analysis showed that menstruating women
face many obstacles while doing their paid work, which can discriminate them. Furthermore, it
has been found that menstruation restricts women when performing their work. Menstruating
women must adhere to social norms that dictate that they must conceal their menstruation
and its attendant symptoms. The space-time of work organisations may not always correspond
to the needs of menstruating women, whether they use disposable menstrual aids or more
sustainable options. The research also addresses the fact that women'’s corporality within
work organizations largely differs from men’s corporality. Because the male body does not
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have specific needs like the menstruating body, it can be ignored, whereas women cannot
ignore their bodies.

Keywords: menstruation, menstrual stigma, menstrual management, work organisation,
workplace, paid work

Poncarova, Petra, Dudova, Radka. 2024. ,,Musim se tvafit, Ze je vsechno v naprostém poradku”:
menstruace, Zzenska téla a svét pracovnich organizaci. Gender a vyzkum / Gender and Research
25 (1): 80-105, https://doi.org/10.13060/gav.2024.002.

Menstruacni cyklus je v biomedicinské literatufe konceptualizovan jako jednorozmér-
ny, biologicky a patologicky aspekt Zenskych tél a jejich zdravi. Tento pfistup oddé-
luje menstruaci od zbytku Zenskych tél, jejich zdravi, identit a sexuality, ale zaroveri ji
zbavuje socialnich, kulturnich a politickych vyznama a tim padem prehlizi zkusenosti
Zen a jejich pohled na menstruaci (Johnston-Robledo, Stubbs 2013). Cilem tohoto
textu je prispét k pochopeni toho, jak Zzeny prozivaji a interpretuji zkusenost menst-
ruace ve svété placené prace v ¢eském kontextu a ¢emu mohou v pracovnim prostre-
di ve spojeni s menstruaci Celit. Zaméreni vyzkumu na prozivani menstruace zenami
ve svété placené prace pokladame za vhodné proto, ze pravé v oblasti placené pra-
ce jsou Zenské télo a vtélenost nejméné viditelné. Jak poukézala Joan Acker (1990),
univerzalni idealni pracujici je ve skutecnosti muz: abstraktni predstava pracujiciho
obsahuje muzské télo, sexualitu a vztah k placené a reprodukeni praci. ,Zenské téla
— jejich sexualita, schopnost prokreace; téhotenstvi, kojeni a péce o déti, menstruace
a myticka ,emocionalita’ — jsou podezfela, stigmatizovana a pouZzivana jako zaklad
pro ovladani a vylouceni.” (Acker 1990: 152) Genderovana povaha prace a pracovnich
organizaci je ¢aste¢né skryta pravé prostfednictvim zamlceni vtélenosti prace, a tu-
diz také zamlc¢eni menstruace. Navic pravé oblast placené prace je klicovym zdrojem
vzajemné propojenych socialnich nerovnosti — ekonomickych, genderovych i mocen-
skych — a vyznamné se podili na jejich reprodukci. A neposledni d@ivod pro zaméreni
na oblast placené prace spatfujeme v tom, Ze pracovni organizace, jejich prostoro-
vé a Casové usporadani, se na rozdil od instituci soukromého Zivota vice vymykaij
kontrole a moznosti pfizplsobeni ze strany vtélenych aktérd (zen). Ve svété placené
prace menstruujici Zeny musi vynakladat vice zdroj a energie na to, aby udrzely sva
téla ,neviditelnad”, aby je pfizpUsobily prostorovym a ¢asovym narokdm organizace,
a zde se tedy v jejich zkusenostech a interpretacich vyrazné stretava materialita tél
s normami a diskurzy vyzadujicimi jejich zneviditelnéni.
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Teorie

Téla ve spolecnosti

Lidské télo nabyva radu vyznam(, napf. genderovych, etnickych, moralnich, politic-
kych, ndbozenskych a ekonomickych, které mizeme oznacit za vtélené. Zarover jsou
tyto vyznamy spojené s télem vzdy kulturné specifické (Sanderovéa 2011). Vtélenymi
dimenzemi socialnich vztah( se zabyvala jiz klasicka sociologie, avsak spise okrajové.
Soucasna sociologie vyvinula nové perspektivy a rdmce pro chapani téla jako social-
niho a kulturniho konstruktu a zékladniho prvku v materialnich a symbolickych pro-
cesech moci (Adelman, Ruggi 2016). Pristupy sociologie k télu jsou v souc¢asné dobé
znac¢né diverzifikované a pozornost je smérovana prevazné na nevyresenou povahu
vztahu mezi narativni, diskurzivni a materialni povahou téla (Adelman, Ruggi 2016).

Co se tyce ,materidlnosti” nebo ,diskurzivity” téla, tak zatimco poststrukturalisté
(jako napt. Judith Butler 2006, 2011) tvrdi, Ze diskurzivni zaméreni v zadném piipa-
dé nepopird ,,hmotu” tél, tak ,kriti¢ti realisté” (jako napf. Simon J. Williams 2006)
tvrdi, Ze musime ddsledné rozliSovat mezi materialitou biologického téla, jeho Zivym
souborem sil a principd, a diskurzivnim pfistupem sociologie (Williams 2006; Adel-
man, Ruggi 2016). Michel Foucault, ktery se jesté pred Butler zabyval vztahy moci,
védéni a téla v moderni spole¢nosti, poukazal na to, jak je prostfednictvim ovladani
tél podporovana perspektiva dominantni skupiny a jak socialni normy slouzi k pod-
pofe a udrzovani jejich hodnot (McLaren 2002). Individualni sprava nad tély zahrnuje
sledovani a naslednou disciplinaci a kontrolu téchto sledovanych tél (Foucault 1995).
Na reprodukéni téla musi byt dohlizeno a je nutné je kontrolovat (Lupton 2016).
V rdmci toho se od menstruujicich Zzen ocekava, Ze budou na sva téla dohlizet a bu-
dou je kontrolovat za Ucelem spravovani ¢i managementu své menstruace (Wood
2020). Télesnost ma i moralni rozmér: podle moderniho chapani jsou ,spravna” téla
nezavisla a sebeovladajici se, uzavrena, s jasnymi a nepropustnymi hranicemi (Shilling
1993). Jakakoliv odchylka ziskava moralni vyznam, jako by byla dlsledkem vadného
charakteru vtélené osoby (Sontag 2001). ,Spravné” télo je v podstaté neviditelné;
jakéakoliv vyboceni, veetng menstruace, jej zviditeluji. Zeny se rdiznymi praktikami
a strategiemi snazi udrzet svou menstruaci neviditelnou, aby jejich téla naplfiovala
moralni pozadavky na ,spravna” téla. Prostredi pracovnich organizaci naopak mize
menstruaci zviditelfiovat pravé tim, Zze pro menstruujici téla neni uzplsobeno, ¢imz
poukazuje na jejich nedostatecnost.

Feministicka teorie se od svych zacatkl snazi dekonstruovat osvicenské myty za-
loZzené na predstavé vtélenych, sexudlnich, emociondlnich Zen, jez zaujimaji pozici
ménécennych vaci svétu ,raciondlniho” muze, ktery se vyznacuje pfirozené vétsi
schopnosti ovlddat pud, touhu a jiné lidské bytosti (Adelman, Ruggi 2016). V klasic-
ké sociologii byly Zzeny podle Anne Witz (2000) nepfitomny a v rdmci sociadlna byly
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prehnané ztélesnéné. Zena v téle slouzila jako kontrast pro maskulinni ontologii, na
niz bylo socialno konstruovano. Feministické sociolozky nahlizely na Zenskou socialitu
prostrednictvim konceptu genderu. Rozliseni mezi télesnym a materialnim ,pohla-
vim” a socialitou genderu, ackoliv je dnes ponékud problematické, umoznilo rozvoj
feministické sociologie, kterd odsunula stranou télesné zélezitosti a uprfednostnila
gender. Feministicko-sociologicky obrat k genderu tedy znamenal odvraceni od téles-
nosti (Witz 2000). Navraceni téla do sociologického projektu nasledné mlze psobit
protikladné k feministicko-sociologickému projektu, pokud nebude dochézet k ex-
plicitni angazovanosti a kritickému dialogu mezi novou sociologii téla a feministickou
sociologii. Spolu s télesnym obratem v sociologii bylo tedy Ustfednim tkolem femini-
stické sociologie trvat na tom, Ze byt Zenou znamena vic nez byt v téle a ze Zzenska
socialita je postavena na vice nez jen télesnych zalezitostech (Witz 2000). Soucasna
feministicka teorie se snazi o to zkonstruovat perspektivu, kterd povazuje vsechny
lidské bytosti za sou¢asné racionalni, emocionalni a vtélené. Zaroven je zdUrazrova-
no ideologické spojeni mezi potlatovanim télesného prozivani a zapadni konstrukce
LJinych”, spole¢né s ¢imz jsou v modernich spole¢nostech téla soucasné a nepretrzité
vytvarena a konstruovana jako ,rasova” a ,genderovand” (Adelman, Ruggi 2016).

Menstruujici téla ve spolecnosti
Menstruace predstavuje fenomén zdUraziujici (jak z materidiniho, tak z diskurzivniho
hlediska) jinakost Zenskych tél a zaroven jde o specificky pfiklad normativné regulo-
vané vtélenosti spojené se zenami. Menstruace se tyka témér viech zen po zna¢nou
¢ast jejich Zivota a tento fenomén je pro zeny stigmatem, coz pfispiva ke snizenf je-
jich socialniho statusu. Celkové ma stigmatizace menstruace dopady na well-being
a sexualitu zen. V urcitych kulturach jsou Zeny povazovany v dobé menstruace za
necisté anebo se po menstruaci musi ocistit. Menstruac¢ni stigma je do spole¢nosti
prenaseno nejen skrze silnou socializaci, ale i skrze vzdélavaci materialy a reklamu na
menstruacni produkty (Johnston-Robledo, Chrisler 2013).

Menstruujici Zzeny a divky jsou jiz od menarche fazeny do jiné kategorie nez muZi
a menstruacni krev tudiz spoluutvaii identitu Zenskosti (Johnston-Robledo, Chrisler
2013). Rada divek je s pfichodem menarche svym okolim upozornéna na to, aby zmé-
nily své chovani, a zaroven se méni jejich vztahy s okolim (Lee 1994; DeMaria et al.
2020). A jelikoz s pfichodem menarche pfichazi i vnéjsi zmény zenského téla, vyvsta-
vaji v Zenach obavy o to, jak se na né diva okoli (Lee 1994). Zaroven pak s menarche
a zménou zenského téla probiha téz proces sexualizace a objektifikace tél (Lee 1994).
Témito zpUsoby tedy menarche spousti socializaci a stigmatizaci Zzenstvi, kterému pri-
vilegovana a ,neposkvrnéna” muzska téla unikaji (Patterson 2013). Zenské télesné
funkce spojené s menstruaci jsou znakem Zenské podrazenosti a jsou tedy zakryvany
a silné kontrolovany, aby dané Zenské télo mohlo dostat idedlu krasy (Roberts et al.

| 83 |



IV STATI/ ARTICLES

2002). Kvali objektifikaci Zenskych tél a stigmatizaci menstruace jsou Zeny donuceny
k tomu, aby své télo kontrolovaly a menstruaci pfed svym okolim skryvaly (Roberts
2000 podle Roberts et al. 2002).

Management menstruace

Tanith Oxley (1998) popisuje, ze pfi skryvani menstruace Zeny vydavaji znac¢né usili,
aby jejich okoli nezjistilo, Ze menstruuji. Tento proces pak autorka oznacuje jako ma-
nagement menstruace, ktery zahrnuje zvladani menstruace od toho, jaké pouzivaji
menstruacni pomucky, az po to, Ze se zeny v pribé&hu menstruace vyhybaji urcitym
fyzickym nebo socialnim aktivitdm ¢i voli své obleceni tak, aby zakryly jakékoliv téles-
né zmény. Zeny si jsou béhem menstruace silné védomy svych tél, a proto se vyhybaj
situacim, které by ji mohly odhalit (Oxley 1998).

Podle Normy O’Flynn (2006) z kvalitativnich studif vyplyva fada spolecenskych pra-
videl souvisejicich s menstruaci. Jejich podstatou je to, Ze zena musi uchovat menst-
ruaci v soukromi. Toho mdze dosahnout tim, Ze nosi vhodné obleceni, nebo zménou
obvyklych ¢innosti tak, aby zabranila jakymkoliv viditelnym dtkaztm, které by jeji
menstruaci ¢i menstruacni pomUcky odhalily. Dale by se Zena méla vyhnout tomu, aby
ji krev protekla na oblecenf, a musf tomu uzpUsobit pouziti adekvatnich menstruac-
nich pomucek. Nepfitomnost v praci nebo nizsi vykon nebude vysvétlovat explicitné
tim, Ze ma menstruaci. S ostatnimi Zenami o menstruaci mluvi jediné tehdy, pokud se
dobre znaji anebo je druha Zena pravdépodobné chapava a zaroveri jsou v soukromt,
navic pro oznaceni menstruace ¢asto vyuZzivaji eufemismy. S muzi se 0 menstruaci
nemluvi, pokud se nejedna o sexualniho partnera, zaroveri je ale pohlavni styk v této
dobé povazovan za odporny (O’'Flynn 2006).

Dle Natalie Moffat a Lucy Pickering (2019) jsou Zeny vystaveny dvoji zatézi, jelikoz
nejen ze musi pracovat na maskovani menstruace jak diskurzivné, tak prakticky, aby
byla zachovéna jeji neviditelnost, ale socialni a materialni infrastruktura, ktera by jim
to umoznovala, je ¢asto nedostatecnd. Proto musi Zzeny tyto infrastrukturni nedostat-
ky Fesit tak, Ze u sebe nosi zakrvacené tampony a vlozky, kdyz jsou kose prepinéné,
konzumuijf léky proti bolesti nebo pokracuji v praci, i kdyz jim neni dobfe. Snazi se
vyhnout hanbé spojené s prozrazenim jejich menstrua¢niho stavu. Dokonce méni
hormonalni rovnovahu svych tél, aby byla menstruace predvidatelna a sniZila se tak
Uzkost s ni spojend. Nicméné u Zen, u nichz Uzkosti zUstavaji a jejichz menstruace
pfijde neocekavané, to vyZaduje nejen vétsi sebekontrolu, ale také vice Casu. At uz
na opakované navstévy toalety z ddvodu vymeény menstruacnich pomducek, ¢i na
zpracovavani pocitl studu a rozpakUl, pokud néjaké z vyse uvedenych pravidel porusi
a dojde tak k naruseni menstruacni etikety (Moffat, Pickering 2019).

Management menstruace, ktery zahrnuje systém toho, co a jak zeny béhem své
menstruace doma i v praci délaji a jak se vyporadavaiji s fyzickymi a psychickymi as-
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pekty souvisejicimi s menstruaci, m@ze byt pro rlzné Zzeny odlisny (Murthy 2014).
Toto je ovlivnéno faktory, jako je socialni tfida, socializace a od pocatku menarche
také formovani identity Zen (Jackson 2019). Menstruujici télo je vzdy zasazeno do
konkrétnich interak¢nich a sociokulturnich diskurz( (Roberts 2020).

Kulturni asociace spojené s menstruaci a biologickym pohlavim, pfirozenosti, repro-
dukci a feminitou z menstruace ¢ini podle Katie Ann Hasson (2016) oblast predurce-
nou pro zkoumani genderového ztélesnéni. Menstruace je jednim z pfikladd socialni
konstrukce téla a genderu a to, Ze se i v souvislosti s menstruaci opétovné vyjednavaji
biologicka fakta napfic Sirokou skalou instituci — védecky vyzkum, medicina apod. -,
nabizi dalsi dlkazy, Ze dokonce i ty nejredukovatelnéjsi biologické procesy mohou

byt pfepsany novymi vyznamy (Hasson 2016).

Zeny a menstruace na pracovisti

Zeny jsou nejen v Ceské republice nedilnou sou¢asti pracovni sily (mira zaméstna-
nosti zen v EU doséhla v roce 2021 67,7 %, v CR pak 69,5 % k Fijnu 2022 (Cesky
statisticky Ufad 2022, Eurostat 2022). Co se tyce soucasného postaveni zen v praci
v CR, z fady problém( jsou nejdiskutovangjsi genderové nerovnosti v odmériovani
(K¥izkova, Markové Volejnickovd, Vohlidalova 2018). Zeny se na pracovnim trhu po-
tykaji s genderovou segregaci a diskriminaci (Kfizkova, Sloboda 2009). Segregace
pracovniho trhu se pomérné dobre méfi a statisticky testuje, zatimco diskriminace
na pracovnim trhu se miZze projevovat fadou subtilnich mechanismd, které nemusi
byt kvantitativnimi daty zachyceny.

Menstruujici pracujici zeny se v ramci managementu menstruace potykaji s fadou
prekazek a nevyhod, které je v praci mohu omezovat ¢i diskriminovat. Kromé men-
struace se musi Zeny vyporadat i s tématy materstvi ¢i menopauzy, coz podle Grand-
ey, Gabriel a King (2020) vytvari jakasi tfi tabuizovana M. Ta mohou byt vysvétlenim
genderovych rozdilé v pracovnim prostfedi, jelikoZ predstavuji omezeni pro kariéry
Zen z podstaty toho, Ze jsou to zkusenosti jedine¢né pro zeny (Grandey et al. 2020).

Z hlediska pracovnich organizaci je idealni zaméstnanec takovy, ktery nema zadnou
sexualitu, emocionalitu a nerozmnozuje se (Acker 1990), jelikoz timto zpUsobem jsou
idedlIni pracovnici pfedvidatelni, ovladatelni a spolehlivi (Grandey et al. 2020). Podle
feministické teorie je organiza¢ni struktura ve skute¢nosti silné maskulinni a je mistem
muzské dominance (Acker 1990). Zeny musi prizptisobovat a podrobovat sva téla or-
ganiza¢nim normam, jinak riskuji snizeni pracovnich vysledkl a zejména pracovniho
ohodnoceni, ¢imz se vytvaii celozivotni podrobeni zenskych tél (Jack, Riach, Bariola
2019). To ma negativni vliv jak na jejich zdravi, tak na jejich kariéru (Grandey et al. 2020).

Rada studif se snazila potvrdit & vyvratit stereotypni pfedstavy o vlivu menstruace
na pracovni vykon. V kanadské studii provedené Sarah E. Romans et al. (2017) Zeny
tvrdily, Ze se jim béhem menstruace chtélo vice plakat nez v premenstrua¢ni fazi, ale
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zadné rozdily v placi se ve skutecnosti neobjevily. Navic plac je nejen biologicky, ale
i sociokulturni fenomén, vseobecné se vyskytuijici v lidskych spole¢nostech se silné gen-
derovym profilem, kdy Zzeny plac¢ou vice nez muzi (Romans et al. 2017). Pfedpoklad, Ze
by menstruace ovliviiovala kognitivni schopnosti, se na zakladé vysledkl z rfady studii
neprokazal (Grandey et al. 2020). Avsak na zakladé vysledk( z nedavné experimentalni
studie 96 zaméstnankyn ze Spojenych statl americkych vyplynulo, Ze s vycerpanim
a negativni naladou nebo s pocity rozrusenosti ¢i podrazdénosti souvisi menstruacni
bolesti (Motro, Gabriel, Ellis 2019), coz ale odporuje spole¢enskému presvédceni, ze
negativni nalady jsou vlastni vSem menstruacnim cyklm (Grandey et al. 2020).

Menstruaci na pracovisti se v ¢eském kontextu zabyvala Radka Dudova (2021),
jez na prikladu Fidicd a ridicek verejné dopravy zkoumala, jak jsou genderovana téla
v praci zneviditelfovana a mohou byt chapana jako prekazka pro vykon dané pra-
ce. Z kvalitativnich rozhovor( s fidickami vyplynulo, Ze menstruace je jedna z fady
fyzickych komplikaci, které pti vykonu své prace zazivaji. Ridi¢ky si nemohou dojit
na toaletu podle potreby a zazemi ¢i socidlni zafizeni pro fidicky a Fidi¢e ¢asto ani
nejsou dostate¢né vybaveny tak, aby si Zena mohla pohodiné vyménit menstruacni
pomdcku. Pro menstruujici zeny to znamena mnohem vice stresu ohledné zvladani
jejich tél (Dudova 2021).

Soucasné poznatky o tom, jak jsou menstruac¢ni cykly spojeny s pracovnim vyko-
nem, naznacuji, Ze vétsina Zen vykonava svou praci, aniz by menstruaci vénovala vel-
kou pozornost (Grandey et al. 2020). Zeny, které trpi bolestivou menstruaci, mohou
ale byt v osobnim i pracovnim zivoté omezeny, mit problém pfi menstruaci sedét,
chodit nebo stat, a tyto silné bolesti ¢i nevolnost pak mohou zapficinit nemoznost jit
do préce ¢i do skoly a mohou Zeny vyradit i z volnoc¢asovych a socialnich aktivit (Chen,
Draucker, Carpenter 2018). Zeny, které citi, Ze je menstruace omezuje a zaroven to
povazuji za nepfijatelné v rdmci kazdodenniho zivota, vydavaji zna¢né mnozstvi ener-
gie na to, aby nepretrzité mentalné a prakticky Fidily menstruacni krvaceni (Brantelid,
Nilvér, Alehagen 2014). Ackoliv tedy neni podle dostupnych vyzkum Uplné jedno-
znacné, zdali jsou zeny v prlbéhu menstruacniho cyklu méné ¢i vice vykonné, je pro
né menstruace pii vykonavani jejich placené prace do jisté miry omezuijici.

Vliv menstruace na vykon prace se mimo jiné lisi povahou vykonavané prace, jeji
fyzickou nédroc¢nosti a prostfedim, ve kterém je vykondvana. Lze ocekavat, Ze jinak
budou menstruaci na pracovisti zakouset zeny v pozicich ,bilych limeckd” a jinak
Zeny napf. v namahavych fyzickych povolanich bez moznosti flexibility a autonomie
usporadani prace. Proto je nutné na problematiku nahlizet s vyuZzitim intersekcionalni
perspektivy, kdy zkusenost menstruace bude zaviset na prlseciku rliznych télesnych,
pracovnich, ekonomickych a socialnich znevyhodnéni.

S vyse popsanym souvisi i probihajici debata tykajici se menstrua¢niho volna. Tato
politika by umoznovala menstruujicim zenam vzit si volno, pokud se kvili menstruaci
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nemohou dostavit do prace. Ackoliv je menstruacni volno nabizeno v nékterych sta-
tech, tak zatim neexistuje dostatek informaci o tom, jakym zpUsobem je tato politika
vyuzivana, jaké jsou s ni spojeny sociokulturni postoje a jaké jsou jeji celkové dopady
(Barnack-Tavlaris et al. 2019). Pfi uvazovani nad menstruacnim volnem je vsak nutné
brat v potaz to, Ze actkoliv by tato politika mohla zendm umoznit mluvit o menstruac-
nim cyklu na pracovisti, tak je sou¢asné menstruace rovnéz vyuzivana k marginalizaci
a utlacovani zen (Levitt, Barnack-Tavlaris 2020). A jelikoz by pfi zavedeni menstruac-
niho volna musely menstruujici osoby svoji menstruaci oteviené deklarovat, mohla by
nastat fada situaci, které by zeny ¢i queer osoby paradoxné vyvedly mimo zavedené
socialni normy, které jim ukladaji menstruaci zneviditelfiovat. | proto je ¢ast debaty
vedena smérem pfidani tzv. sick days, které by mohly byt vyuZivany jako , menstruacni
volno”, ale bez toho, aby menstruujici osoba musela prozradit svij menstruac¢ni stav
(Barnack-Tavlaris et al. 2019). Av3ak dostupnost sick days je silné ovlivnéna typem
dané pracovni pozice a z hlediska intersekcionality by pfidani sick days situaci znevy-
hodnéného postaveni Zen na pracovnim trhu nevyresilo.

Metoda

Zkoumani menstruace jako socidlniho (a socialné konstruovaného) fenoménu je v ces-
kém kontextu neexistujici nebo jen anekdotické. Proto jsme zvolily explorativni vy-
zkum, ktery umoZzniuje objevovat a empiricky odhalovat fenomény v datech a rovnéz
umozfiuje maximalizovat hodnotu sesbiranych dat (Jebb, Parrigon, Woo 2017). Ana-
lyza dat pak byla provedena za pomoci postupl zakotvené teorie. Hlavni vyzkumnou
otazkou je: ,Jak Zeny proZivaji a interpretuji zkusenost menstruace ve svété placené
prace?” VedlejSimi vyzkumnymi otazkami jsou: ,ZaZivaji Zeny diskriminaci pfi vyko-
nu prace z dlvodu menstruace?” a ,,Domnivaji se Zeny, Ze je menstruace omezuje
ve vykonu prace?”

Vyzkum a nasledna analyza jsou zaloZeny primarné na polostrukturovanych hloub-
kovych rozhovorech, ale ¢ast analyzy sestava i z oteviené otazky z dfive sesbiranych
dotaznikd. Vybér vzorku probihal za pomoci kombinace vice vybérovych technik,
konkrétné se jednalo o techniku snéhové koule, samovybéru a Ucelového vybéru. Re-
krutace zen probéhla prostfednictvim nékolika kanall, kdy byly rozmistény informa-
tivni listky pro osloveni Zen na rlizna verejna mista (napft. knihovna, univerzita apod.)
a zaroveni byl zvefejnén prispévek o moznosti Ucasti ve vyzkumu ve dvou zajmovych
facebookovych skupinach, z nich kazda méla v dobé sbéru dat pres pét tisic ¢lend.
Zajem Zen prevysil plvodni oekavani, jelikoz o Ucast ve vyzkumu projevilo zajem
celkem 114 Zen. Z toho dlvodu byl tedy zajemkynim zaslan odkaz na kratky dotaz-
nik, jenz zjistoval vék, soucasnou a pripadné byvalou profesi Zzeny. Déle byla zenam
poloZena otazka, zdali je menstruace omezuje v pribéhu vykovavani jejich placené
prace, a posledni otazka zjistovala, co pro Zzeny znamena menstruace pfi vykonavani
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Tabulka 1: Sociodemografické informace o komunikacnich partnerkach,

jejich soucasna, pfipadné byvala profese a jejich pocit omezeni menstruaci

Skala omezeni

projektd

# Pfezdivka | Vék | Soucasna profese Byvala profese .
menstruaci
1 Kamila 26 Koordinatorka kurzd Brigady / 3 Rozhodné mé
studentka omezuje
2 | Karla 24 | Reportérka zpravodajstvi 74dnéa / studentka 2 Spise mé
omezuje
3 | Renata 29 | Prévnicka Pravnicka 3 Rozhodné mé
(v soukromé sfére) (ve statni sféfe) omezuje
4 | Natalie 31 Administrativni pracovnice na VS | Referentka 1 Nijak mé
neomezuje
5 | Lida 33 Environment + Health and Safety | — 1 Nijak mé
Specialist (EHS specialistka) neomezuje
6 | Lenka 27 Pravnicka (vy$si Urednik statniho | Zadna/studentka 3 Rozhodné mé
zastupitelstvi) omezuje
7 | Radka 30 | Floristka Letuska 3 Rozhodné mé
omezuje
8 | Jitka 49 Knihovnice Socialni pracovnice 2 Spise mé
omezuje
9 | Lada 32 | Rodi¢ovska dovolend a polovi¢ni | Projektova 2 Spise mé
Uvazek (projektova manazerka) manazerka omezuje
10 | Denisa 30 | Designérka Content editorka 2 Spise mé
omezuje
11 | Adéla 21 Pecovatelka - 3 Rozhodné mé
omezuje
12 | Lucie 35 | Vyucujici na VS a vyzkumnice - 2 Spite mé
omezuje
13 | Simona 52 | Zubni lékarka Zubni lékarka 2 Spise mé
omezuje
14 | Andrea 37 | Terénni socialni pracovnice Prodavacka 3 Rozhodné mé
omezuje
15 | Dana 66 | Utitelka na z$ - 1 Nijak mé
neomezuje
16 | Magda 43 | Védkyné - 2 Spise mé
omezuje
17 | Béta 37 Redaktorka v nakladatelstvi - 1 Nijak mé
neomezuje
18 | Alena 38 | Utitelka na SS, tlumo¢nice VS pedagozka 1 Nijak mé
a prekladatelka neomezuje
19 | Emma 29 | Utitelka na OA Specialistka CSR 3 Rozhodné mé

omezuje

Pozn.: Otazka na pocit omezeni menstruaci znéla: ,Omezuje Vas menstruace v prib&hu vykondvani Vasi placené prace?”
Se tfemi moznostmi odpovédi: 1) Nijak mé neomezuje, 2) Spise mé omezuje, 3) Rozhodné mé omezuije.

Zdroj: Autorky.
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placené prace. Na tento dotaznik odpovédélo celkem 54 Zen, z nichz poté byly vy-
brany a osloveny ty, se kterymi byly provedeny kvalitativni rozhovory.

Pri vybéru komunika¢nich partnerek pro kvalitativni rozhovory byla vyuZita technika
most different design. Ta cili na to, aby se jednotlivé p¥ipady od sebe co nejvice lisily,
coz mimo jiné umoznuje i pevnéjsi zaklad pro pfipadnou generalizaci, a to v pfipa-
dé vyuziti rdznorodych pripadd, které mohou byt Siroce reprezentativni pro danou
populaci (Seawnght, Gerring 2008). Pfi vybéru komunika¢nich partnerek bylo tedy
cileno na to, aby se od sebe Zeny lisily svymi profesemi, vékem a i tim, do jaké miry
je podle nich samych menstruace omezuje.

Vzhledem k pandemické situaci pretrvavajici v prabéhu sbéru dat probéhly roz-
hovory po dohodé s komunika¢nimi partnerkami online, kromé jednoho, ktery byl
uskute¢nén na zadost informantky face-to-face v neutrdlnim prostredi. Vzhledem
k tomu, Ze komunika¢ni partnerky byly z réiznych ¢asti Ceské republiky, samy upfed-
nostriovaly online setkani. Rozhovory byly provedeny na platformé Zoom, jelikoz ta
umozfiuje spolehlivé nahravani rozhovoru, coz je pro nasledny pfepis nezbytné. Cel-
kem bylo provedeno 19 kvalitativnich rozhovord, které byly realizovany v obdobi od
konce listopadu 2021 do zac¢atku Unora 2022. Délka rozhovor( se pak pohybovala
v rozsahu priblizné 22 az 46 minut.

Primérny vék 19 komunikacnich partnerek byl 35,21 roku (SD = 10,9) a prdmérny
vék zbylych 35 Zen, které vyplnily pouze dotaznik, byl 28,77 roku (SD = 6,97). Co se
tyce profesniho zaméreni komunikacnich partnerek, tak pfes snahu zahrnout i ma-
nualné pracujici Zeny se z pfevazné vétsiny jedna o povolani, kterd nejsou nijak zvlast
fyzicky ndro¢na a vétsina z téchto profesi vyzaduije stfedoskolské nebo vysokoskolské
vzdélani. Sestnact z celkovych 19 dotazovanych Zen pracovalo v pozicich stfedniho
managementu ¢ administrativy, pfipadné v dalsich pozicich , bilych lime¢ka” (Iékarka,
ucitelky, novinarka). Vymykala se jen socidlni pracovnice, pecovatelka a prodavacka;
nepodafrilo se obsahnout délnické profese a toto zaméreni vzorku je nutné bréat do
Gvahy pfi analyze rozhovord. Tento nedostatek ¢aste¢né kompenzovala zjisténi z ote-
vienych otazek v dotaznicich, ve kterych byl vzorek respondentek vice rliznorody.

Hlavni sociodemografické informace o komunika¢nich partnerkach, jejich souc¢asna,
piipadné byvala profese a jejich pocit omezeni menstruaci jsou shrnuty v tabulce 1.

Scénar pro rozhovory byl rozdélen do nékolika tematickych okruhd, které se tyka-
ly obecného popisu povolani informantky, dale jak informantka proziva menstrua-
ci a jaky k ni ma vztah, dalsi okruh se podrobné vénoval menstruaci na pracovisti
a posledni okruh se tykal otazek spojenych s reprodukci. Zvolenou metodou pro
analyzu kvalitativnich rozhovord byla metoda zakotvené teorie, kterd umozriuje sle-
dovat kontext, strukturu a proces ¢i interakce. Pfi vyuziti této metody nemusi byt
nutné vysledkem vytvoreni teorie, ale mlze jim byt identifikace konceptu ¢i popsa-
ni a pridani prvkd ke kontextu a procesu daného problému (Corbin, Strauss 2008).
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Vzhledem k vyzkumnym otazkam nam tedy vyuziti zakotvené teorie umoZzriuje vyuzit
induktivni pfistup k analyze dat a poskytuje zdlraznéni osobnich zkusenosti a hlas
komunikacnich partnerek (Corbin, Strauss 2008).

Rozhovory provadéla prvni autorka tohoto textu. Kvalitativni rozhovory byly po se-
brani doslovné prepsany. Pfepsané rozhovory a oteviené odpovédi z dotaznikd byly
nasledné okddovany a analyzovany za pomoci programu ATLAS.ti. Toto kddovani
vedlo k vytvoreni koncep¢nich kategorii a témat, jez pfedstavuji management men-
struace: r(izné menstruace, rlizné podminky; menstruace v ¢asoprostoru pracovnich
organizaci; socialni normy spojené s menstruaci; planovani spojené s menstruaci;
menstruace jako pfipomenuti télesnosti.

Prepisovatelé a prepisovatelky se pisemné zavazali, ze nezpfistupni ani nepouZziji
Zadné osobni ¢i citlivé informace, se kterymi se v ramci prepist rozhovord seznami-
li. U zddného z uskute¢nénych rozhovorl nebyla na strané autorky ani informantek
pfitomna tfeti osoba. Pfed zac¢atkem nahravani jednotlivych rozhovort byly komuni-
kacni partnerky seznameny s nahravanim rozhovoru a vyjadrily s nim explicitni sou-
hlas, dale byly ujistény, Ze jejich osobni ¢ jinak citlivé informace budou nésledné ve
vystupu analyzy kvalitativnich rozhovort anonymizovany. Z toho ddvodu jsme tedy
redlnd jména komunikacnich partnerek nahradily prezdivkami. Pokud samy respon-
dentky zminily néjakou instituci nebo konkrétni misto bydlisté ¢i pracovisté, byly tyto
informace rovnéz anonymizovany.

Jelikoz se rozhovory tykaly citlivého a tabuizovaného tématu menstruace, bylo dd-
leZité nastolit v pribéhu rozhovoru divéru mezi tazatelkou a komunika¢nimi partner-
kami. To jsme ¢astecné zajistily tim, Zze rozhovor probihal vzdy mezi dvéma Zenami,
coz mdze vést k navazani vazby a pocitu soudrznosti (Brantelid et al. 2014), a ¢aste¢né
tim, Ze tazatelka zeny nékolikrat ujistila o anonymizaci rozhovoru. Pokud se jednalo
o velmi citliva témata spojena s reprodukci a reprodukenimi poruchami, ujistila tazatel-
ka komunika¢ni partnerky, Ze na otazku nemusi odpovidat, pokud nechtéji. K pocitu
navozeni dlvéry mohl prispét i zplsob online rozhovord, ktery mize komunika¢nim
partnerkdm umoznit o intimnich a citlivych tématech mluvit oteviené (DeVault 2018).
Vétsina dotazovanych Zzen neméla vétsi problém se o citlivych tématech bavit, k po-
kladanym otazkam byly velmi otevrené, a pokud mluvily o nepfijemnych zazitcich,
snazila se tazatelka navodit atmosféru pochopeni a emoc¢niho bezpeci (Hendl 2016).

Analyticka cast

ProzZivani menstrua¢niho cyklu: riizné menstruace, rizné podminky

Délka menstrua¢niho cyklu i délka krvaceni komunikacnich parterek se pohybovaly
témér u vsech informantek kolem normy, ktera ¢ini 2 az 6 dnd pro menstruaci a 24 az
42 dnd pro menstrua¢ni cyklus (Crooks, Baur 2014). Dotazané Zzeny uvadély délku
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cyklu pfiblizné mezi 24 az 35 dny a délku krvaceni z vétsiny mezi 4 az 7 dny. Je nutné
poznamenat, ze prabéh a prozivani menstruace mohou byt ovlivnény fadou fakto-
rd. Komunikac¢ni partnerky zmifiovaly hormonalni antikoncepci, zmé&nu menstruace
kolem porodu a také pouzivani nitrodélozniho téliska, u kterych zeny popisovaly, Ze
pozorovaly zmény v intenzité a délce menstrua¢niho krvaci ¢ prodlouzeni celého
menstruacniho cyklu.

Co se tyce samotného prozivani menstruace, tak vétsina komunikacnich partnerek
popisovala, Ze pocituji v urcité ¢asti cyklu vice ¢i méné silné menstruacni bolesti, jez
jsou nejcastéjsim symptomem souvisejicim s menstruacnim cyklem (podobné Balik et
al. 2014). Pro Lidu (33 let, EHS specialistka) je nejbolestivéjsi prvni den, kdy ,mivam
krece, ale zase nic, co by se nedalo prezit”. Denisa (30 let, designérka) popisovala
svou menstruaci jako ,,docela standardni, ve smyslu, mam ji pravidelnou, mam ji jako
sedm dni a néjaky vétsi bolesti mivam spis tedka kolem toho druhyho dne, obcas to
presahne prvni, treti, zaleZi, jak to zrovna vyjde, a nemyslim si, Ze bych ji méla néjak
extra silnou, extra slabou, prijde mi to jako relativné konfekcni”.

Pokud je vsak pro Zeny prozivani menstruace zvlast bolestivé a nevolnosti spoje-
né s menstruaci je zvlasté omezuji, je pro né menstruace velmi nepfijemnou zalezi-
tosti. Alena (38 let, ucitelka na SS, prekladatelka) vid&la na svych dvou dnech silné
menstruace, kdy se citi ,dp/iné mrtva”, vyhodu v tom, Ze ,na druhou stranu si to rych-
le odbydu”. Naproti tomu Radka (30 let, floristka) popisovala, Ze trpf silnymi bolest-
mi:

... ty prvni dva dny musim v podstaté, pokud to jde, proleZet v posteli s néjakou
horkou lahvi, brat léky na bolest kaZdy 3—4 hodiny a potom ten zbytek uz se da
néjak zviddnout dalsi tri dny. (...) KdyZz ten den musim do prace, tak to se snazim
néjakym zplsobem ty bolesti zviadat za chodu, ale dost mi to zneprijemniuje
nebo ztézuje bézny fungovani.

Lucie (35 let, vyucujici na VS a vyzkumnice) kromé silnych menstrua¢nich bolesti,
které omezuijf jejf fyzicky pohyb, zazivala i dalsi nevolnosti, jelikoz méla jesté problémy
s jicnovym refluxem a spole¢né s menstrua¢nimi bolestmi ma i prijem. Menstruace
je tedy pro ni celkové ,dost neprijemna”. Jako priklady rlznych fyzickych pfiznakd
popisovaly komunikacni partnerky nejcastéji bolesti nejen v oblasti bricha, ale i zad,
v kFizi ¢i v nohou. Neméné casto zeny zmifiovaly bolesti hlavy a také nevolnost v po-
dobé problém0 se zazivanim.

Bolest provazejici menstruaci nékteré komunikacni partnerky omezovala ve vykona-
vani jejich placené prace. Aby toto omezeni minimalizovaly, uzivaly léky tlumici bolest.
Adéla (21 let, pecovatelka), kterd popisovala svou menstruaci jako velmi bolestivou
a omezujici, vypravéla:
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Mam krele po celym téle, brni mé ruce, boli mé hlava, zada, panev, vsechno mé
hrozné boli. Mam fakt osklivy krece, takZe dva tfi dny jenom proleZim. Takze
Jjsem kazdy mésic na dva, tfi dny prosté upiné mimo. Hodné si davam léky, pro-
toZe na to mi nic jinyho nepomahd, a hodné chodim do vany se nahrivat, aby se
mi uvolnily ty svaly, do toho mam néjaky doplriky stravy s magnéziem proti ki'e-
¢im. (...) A hlavné kdyz jsem v praci, tak musim fungovat, takze si davam hodné
1ékd, i kdyz jako nejsem zastance toho, Ze by se vsechno mélo Iécit lékama (...).

Rada komunika¢nich partnerek popisovala, ze kolem menstruace pocituji zmé-
.podrazdéna”, ,protivna”, ,zlobim se na cely svét” nebo ,citlivéjsi” &, smutnéjsi”.
Pro nékteré komunikacni partnerky nejsou zmény nalad spojené s menstruaci skoro
vlbec Casté a podle nékterych zen zmény nalad pfidly az v pozdéjsim véku, kdy jako
divky Zadné zmény nalad nepocitovaly.

Pokud tedy byla menstruace pravidelna a bolesti nebyly zas tak silné, neznamenalo
to pro komunikac¢ni partnerky zasadni omezeni. Pokud vsak byla menstruace velmi
bolestiva a provazely ji nevolnosti nebo byla nepravidelna a zeny nebyly schopny se na
ni dobfe pripravit, musely pak vynaloZit znac¢né Usili a peclivé planovat, aby ji celkové
zvladly, obzvlast pFi vykonu své placené préce. Zeny, které tedy nemély menstruaci
.V normé”, byly oproti Zenam, které menstruace tolik neomezuje, zna¢né znevyhod-
nény, jelikoz musely svou , ndro¢nou” menstruaci zvladat stejné jako ostatni. Pro zeny,
které prozivaji obtizné menstruace, je tedy snaha vyhovét spolecenskym pravidliim
tykajicim se skryvani a zvladani menstruace mnohem naro¢néjsi.

Rada komunika¢nich partnerek zmiriovala, Ze v priib&éhu menstruace touZi po od-
pocinku a radéji by byly doma namisto vykonavani placené prace. Svoji preferenci
¢asto vyjadrovaly slovy ,nejradsi bych byla doma ty prvni dva dny” nebo , nejradsi
bych zistala doma v posteli s ohfivaci lahvi a viechno radgji prospala” apod. Zeny
volily rGzné strategie, aby se omezeni v podobé menstruace ve vykonu své place-
né prace vyhnuly. Lida (33 let, EHS specialistka) méla diky pouZzivani hormonalni
antikoncepce cilené nastaveny za¢atek menstruace na nedéli, aby ,si nejvétsi bo-
lesti ,odbyla’ doma”. Dalsi strategie byly ovlivnény pozici zen v prisecicich rlznych
nerovnosti. Zejména moznost ¢asové flexibility prace a prace z domova nékterym
usnadnovala zvladani menstruace; v jeji mife ale panovaly mezi komunikacnimi
partnerkami rozdily.

Nékteré komunika¢ni partnerky mély v dobé rozhovoru moznost vyuzit home offi-
ce, ktery se zaved| s pandemii covidu-19. VétSina Zen, které tuto moznost mély, si ji
velice pochvalovala a vnimala to jako velkou vyhodu vzhledem k prozivani menstrua-
ce. Lida zmifiovala, Ze si velmi uziva ,komfort viastniho WC, moznosti dat si sprchu
i v pribéhu dne nebo pri bolestech pracovat z postele”. Pavla (28 let, konzultantka
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v IT pro kybernetikou bezpecnost), kterd vyplnila pouze dotaznik, pak zminovala, ze
.V kazdém pripadé dékuji covidu za moznost home officu. Ten tomu dost pomaha.”

Dale mély nékteré komunikacni partnerky moznost ve své praci vyuZit ,sick days”
a nékteré z nich je vyuzivaly v dobé, kdy se u nich dostavi nevolnost spojena s men-
struaci. Emma (29 let, ucitelka na OA) zmifiovala, ze ,vSechny sick days v minulé pra-
ci vypottebovala na menstruaci”. Lucie (35 let, vyucujici na VS a vyzkumnice) také
vyuzivala praci z domova ,zvlasté pfi menstruaci, kdy je pro mé casto obtizné stat &i
se vénovat praci”. Na druhou stranu ac¢koliv napt. pro Renatu (29 let, pravnicka) exi-
stuje moZnost sick days timto zpUsobem vyuZit, tak je nikdy nechtéla vyuzivat kazdy
mésic, ,protoZze by odhalili pravidelnost a doslo by jim, Zze mi neni dobre z divodu
menstruace, coZ by mi vadilo, vnimam to jako soukromou Véc, u které chci, aby o ni
védeéli jen ti, kterym to reknu”.

Prozivani menstruace je tedy zavislé nejen na tom, nakolik danou Zenu provazeji
télesné negativni projevy. Odviji se také od toho, zda ma Zena moznost pfizpUsobit
svou pracovni aktivitu svym télesnym potfebam, pfi¢emz tato moznost neni ve spo-
le¢nosti rovhomérné distribuovana. Prozivani je ale také ovlivnéno tim, nakolik je pro
Zzenu mozné dostat spolecenskym normam, které menstruaci fidi, a sice zda dokaze
udrzet svou menstruaci ve sféfe neviditelného.

Menstruace v €éasoprostoru pracovni organizace

Pro prozivani menstruace Zenami, které musely byt pfitomné na pracovisti, bylo kli-
¢ové ¢asové a prostorové usporadani pracovniho prostredi. Casoprostor pracovni or-
ganizace nemusi vzdy odpovidat potfebam menstruujicich Zen, jak ukazal i vyzkum
(Sang et al. 2021). V dobé menstruace mohou Zeny potiebovat ¢astéji odchazet na
toaletu, a to v dobé, kdy jim to organizace prace neumoznuje. Velmi slozitou situa-
ci musela ve své minulé praci fesit Andrea (37 let, terénni socidlni pracovnice), ktera
byla prodavackou v jednom z fetézcl drogérii. Dostupnost toalet se pro ni odvijela od
toho, kolik zaméstnankyr ¢i zaméstnancl bylo v tu chvili na prodejné, a bylo bézné,
Ze rdno a vecer byla na celou prodejnu sama. V tom pfipadé byla moznost , odskocit
si” velkym problémem:

Cekala jsem, aZ odejde zkaznik, nebo kdyZ byl prézdny obchod, tak jsem si od-
skocila a riskla jsem, Ze tam nikdo nic mezitim necorne. A kdyZ byl piny obchod,
nebo ne plny, ale kdyz tam byly tfeba dvé pani, tak jsem je prosté poprosila, Ze
at se nezlobi, ale Ze musim odbéhnout na dvé minutky pryc. ProtoZe mi nic ji-
ného nezbylo.

Na otadzku, zdali toto nékdy resila s vedouci, Andrea odpovédéla: ,Nenene, to
vabec. Tam se musi Slapat (smich). To vam fekne asi kazdd prodavacka.” VVzhledem
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k témto okolnostem se tedy Andrea vzdy radéji , pojistila” a pouzivala kromé tamponu
i slipovou vlozku, kterd by v pfipadé, Zze by si nemohla v¢as dojit na toaletu a men-
strua¢ni pomUcku si vymeénit, zabranila proteceni krve na obleceni.

Daniela (21 let, administrativni pracovnice), ktera vyplnila jen dotaznik, v ném po-
pisovala podobnou situaci pfi praci ve sluzbach ve svych byvalych profesich.

Kdyz jsem jesté pouZivala klasické viozky, byla pro mé menstruace Casto velkym
problémem. A to hlavné v dobé, kdy jsem pracovala jako &isnice a tézko se mi
hledala chvile na odbéhnuti na zachod. Nékdy byl takovy frmol, Ze jsem si témér
celou sménu neodskocila, natoZ abych si mohla v pravidelnych intervalech ménit
vloZku. To samé probihalo ve sportovnim obchodé, kde prosté kdyz byli uvnitr
lidi a ja jsem v praci sama, tak jsem si zkratka na zachod zajit nemohla, i kdyz uz
mi bylo jasné, Ze to tece uplné viude.

Kromé ¢asu je pro zvladani menstruace vyznamna prostorova organizace prace.
UzpUsobeni toalet a jejich dostupnost hraji dllezitou roli v tom, jak pohodIné si
mohou Zeny menstruacni pomUcku vymeénit a kdy a za jakych okolnosti si na toale-
tu vlbec mohou dojit. To nasledné ovliviiuje i to, jaké menstruani pomdcky Zeny
pouzivaji.

Karla (24 let, reportérka) zvolila menstruacni kalisek hlavné z toho ddvodu, Ze je
ekologicky, ale musela ho prestat pouzivat vzhledem k naro¢nosti své prace, kdy po-
byvala ¢asto mimo kancelar a neméla jak krev komfortné z kalisku vylit a oplachnout
jej. Denisa (30 let, designérka) naopak vyzdvihovala, Ze s pouzivanim kalisku ji odpadlo
Ltakovy to jako tajny satrani v battzku. Pak si tu vioZku ¢lovék stréi nékam do kapsy
a pres cely ty kancly jde na ten zachod.” Denisa byla zaroveri jednou z komunikacnich
partnerek, které mély toalety v praci uzplsobené tomu, Ze se jim s menstrua¢nim
kaliskem pracovalo pohoding, jelikoz umyvadlo a zachod byly v jedné mistnosti. Na-
proti tomu Jitka (49 let, knihovnice) ve svém zaméstnani situaci s oddélenym umy-
vadlem musela fesit nasledovné: ,beru si (smich) konvi¢ku na caj — tam mam vodu
nebo plastovou lahev — a natoc¢im si [do ni] vodu”. A dale mluvila o tom, jak je pro ni
nekomfortni takto na toaletu v dobé menstruace chodit, protoZe se obava toho, ze
ji nékdo pristihne, jak jde na toaletu s konvickou.

Casové a prostorové podminky na pracovisti zendm casto zabrafuji pouZivat ty
menstruacni pomUcky, které by chtély. Nejvice se v rozhovorech objevoval problém
s tim, Ze Zeny, které pouzivaly menstruacni kaliSek, nemély ve své praci zachod a umy-
vadlo za jednémi uzamykatelnymi dvefmi, a tudiz pro né bylo naro¢né vymyslet zp G-
sob, jak kalisek vymyt a znovu zavést. Proto nékteré Zeny pouZzivaly jinou menstruac-
ni pomdcku (napt. tampon), pokud védély, ze nemaiji ,pristup k néjaké soukromé;si
toaleté” (Radka, 30 let, floristka). Patricie (35 let, metodicka a analyti¢ka v personali-
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stice), ktera vyplnila pouze dotaznik, v ném popisovala, Ze toaleta v jeji praci ,je bliz-
ko nejlepsi zasedacky, kterou na pracovisti mame, kde se Casto schazi spravni rada,
vedeni spolecnosti atd. A velmi Casto pani uklize¢ka nechava oteviené dvere. Chybi
tam soukromi, takZe neni tfeba moZné pouZivat kalisek. Predstava, Ze ho chci tfeba
umyt a prijde pani uklizecka, otevie dvefe dokofén a naproti bude tfeba GR [pozn.
nejspise myslen generalini reditel], neni Gplné lakava.”

Problematicka z hlediska prostoru i ¢asu jsou i zaméstnani, ktera jsou vice v teré-
nu nez v kanceldfi, a pak zeny redi problémy s tim, kdy a kde si mohou na toaletu
dojit. Andrea (37 let) ve své soucasné praci socialni terénni pracovnice zmiriovala, ze
u klienta nebo klientky na toaletu nechodi, a tudiz ,mi nezbyva nez navstévovat riiz-
né kavarny, vyhledavat prosté WC, kde to bude v pohodé, a ne néjaky hnus”. Karla
(24 let) Fesila situaci ve své profesi reportérky regionainiho zpravodajstvi podobné.
V rozhovoru popisovala situaci, kdy ,,... uZ znam vilastné vsechny benzinky [v daném
kraji, kde pracuje] a vim, jestli mé tam pusti na zachod bez toho, aniz bych si musela
néco koupit, nebo jestli si budu muset koupit tyCinku, a potom si zajdu na toaletu.
(...) UZ mém v hlavé mapu, kde to jak funquje.”

Dalsi problém s toaletami mlze byt v pracovnich prostredich, kterd nejsou kan-
celarska. Lida (33 let, EHS specialistka) ve svém minulém zaméstnani musela fesit
ve spojitosti s menstruaci fadu problémd. PFi kontrole tovaren musela mit na sobé
patfi¢né ochranné pomdacky a Casto pfisla do styku s chemickymi latkami. Potom
navstéva toalety znamenala, Ze ,toaleta v ramci vyrobni haly byla nékde na druhé
strané a clovék ze sebe musel sundat ty ochranné pomdcky (smich), umyt si ruce a jit
na toaletu. Najednou je to deset minut, nez se clovék dostal z mista A na toaletu
a pak zase nazpatek.” Déle v rozhovoru také zmiriovala, Ze ,plus tedy to byly toalety,
které byly (...) tfi kabinky pro Sedesat Zen, takZe i ta uroven Cistoty, Ze se to ne vZdy
stihalo dat do takového stavu, jak by to idealné mélo byt”. Mlzeme si predstavit, ze
pro samotné délnice pracujici v tomto prostredi, navic bez moznosti si praci ¢asové
flexibilng uzpUsobit byly tyto podminky jesté vice omezujici.

Problematické mUze byt pro Zeny i to, v jaké vzdalenosti od jejich pracovniho mista
se toaleta nachazi. Béta (37 let), ktera pracuje jako redaktorka v nakladatelstvi, jeZ je
soucasti knizniho velkoobchodu, musi dochazet na toaletu na prodejnu. To s sebou
nese nejen schovavani menstruacnich pomucek (, Mam pocit, Ze pred zakazniky by se
to nehodilo.”), ale i to, Ze ,kdyZ oteviu dvere do prodejny, tak tam stoji kolega, ktery
pracuje v té prodejné a podava informace zakaznikGm. VZdycky, kdyz oteviu dvere,
tak on se otodi a diva se, kdo jde, takZe je tam trosku taky to, Ze nechci chodit moc
casto, protoZe to neplsobi dobre.”

| kdyzZ je toaleta zenam dobre dostupnd, nemusi byt dostate¢né vybavena. Renata
(29 let, pravnicka), ackoliv méla toaletu pracovnimu mistu nablizku, méla v soucas-
ném zameéstnani problém s tim, Ze u toalety neni odpadkovy kos. A jelikoZ pouzivala
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tradi¢ni menstruacni pomucky (tampony ¢i vlozky), tak je potrebovala nékam vyhodit.
Jediny kos v dané pomérné malé kancelafi se nachazel v kuchyrice, ,ktera je soucasti
kancelarského prostoru, takZe to neni tak, Ze clovék maze jit néco vyhodit do kuchyri-
ky, aniz by jako ho ti kolegové, co sedi u téch stold, nevidéli”. Lucie (35 let, vyucujici
na VS a vyzkumnice) také neméla ve své praci kos v kabince u zachodu, ale nachézel
se na toaleté pouze pod umyvadlem a byl otevreny. TudiZ to fesila tak, ze tampon
splachovala do zachodu, i kdyz védéla, Ze se to tak nema délat, jelikoz tampony ob-
sahuji plast, a tudiz se na rozdil od toaletniho papiru nerozlozi. Splachovani téchto
jednorazovych menstruacnich pomUcek tedy predstavuje zatéz pro zivotni prostredi
a systémy cisténi odpadnich vod (Woodward 2020).

Samotné prenaseni menstruac¢nich pomucek pfi vykonavani placené prace pak re-
Sila fada komunikacnich partnerek tim, ze mély néjakou kosmetickou tasti¢ku, kterou
pouzivaly k tomu, aby ostatni lidé nepoznali, ze menstruuji. Napt. Kamila (26 let, ko-
ordinatorka kurzU) se k tomu vyjadfila tak, ze ,jestli tam mam ale tuzku na o¢i nebo
tampon, to uz maze byt kazdymu jedno, si myslim”. Jiné zeny pfenasely menstruacni
pomcky v kapsach obleceni, napt. kalhot nebo svetru.

Menstruace v pracovnim prostfedi je tedy problémem jednak materialnim ¢i praktic
kym, kdy Zeny musi néjakym zpUlsobem Fesit své hygienické potieby (napf. v podobé
vymény menstrua¢nich pomUcek anebo vyliti menstrua¢niho kalisku), ¢emuz ¢asto
nejsou pracovni podminky anebo pracovni prostfedi uzptsobeny. Tento problém je
ale umocnén socialnimi vyznamy, které menstruaci provazi. Jelikoz normou (nejen)
v pracovnim prostfedi je nemenstruovat, vynakladaly dotdzané zeny mnoho energie
na to, aby svou menstruaci udrzely neviditelnou (viz také vyzkum Moffat, Pickering
2019). Citily potfebu menstruac¢ni pomucky skryvat a zaroven nechtély, aby o jejich
menstruaci nékdo védél. K tomu ale také nenf ¢as a zejména prostor pracovnich or-
ganizaci uzplsoben. Zeny pak samy nesly ,naklady” téchto spole¢enskych norem,
a to bud'tim, Ze pouZivaly jiné pomUcky, nez by samy chtély, nebo musely snizit sv(j
hygienicky standard a zaroven kv{li tomu prozivaly stres.

Poruseni normy: Proteceni krve na obleceni

Rada komunika¢nich partnerek popisovala, Ze se jim stala ,nehoda” v souvislosti
s protecenim krve na obleceni, at uz proto, Ze nastal néjaky problém s menstruacni
pomuckou, anebo zenu menstruace prekvapila ve chvili, kdy ji neocekavala, a to i kdyz
vykonavaly svou placenou praci. Pokud slo o proteceni na kalhotky nebo na tmavé
kalhoty (napt. dziny), tak z toho Zeny nebyly nijak znepokojené, protoze ,pocinajici
naznaky problému v rozkroku nebyly vidét” nebo , néjakej malickej flicek, uplné mezi
nohama, toho si asi nikdo moc nevsimne”. Podle Tanith Oxley (1998) a jeji analyzy
~managementu menstruace” predstavuje viditelné proteceni krve na obleceni diikaz
o nezvladnuti menstruace na strané Zeny. A podle Normy O’Flynn (2006) je jednim
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ze zakladnich spolecenskych pravidel to, ze Zena zabrani tomu, aby ji krev protekla
na obleceni a zviditelnila se tim jeji menstruace.

Paklize se zenam prihodilo, Ze jim krev protekla na obleceni ve vétsi mire, citily se
kvali tomu velmi ,nepfijemné”, ,trapné” ¢i ,hloupé”. Natdlie (31 let, administrativni
pracovnice na VS) vypravéla, jak ji krev zacala protékat na obleceni ve chvili, kdy se
vracela doma z préce, kdy ... jsem protekla Gpiné. Tehdy jsem si fikala, Ze je viastné
dobre, Ze to bylo v zimé, kdy jsem méla dlouhej kabat, kde to nebylo vidét. | tak je to
teda ale neprijemny.” Jitka (49 let, knihovnice) popisovala své pocity z proteceni krve

v prabéhu vykonavani své placené prace nasledovné:

Bylo [to] trapny, nebo trapny, prosté bylo to hloupy, protoZe jsem protekla az na
Zidli (smich), jakoby na kfeslo, ktery je polstrovany. (...) V tu dobu ty menstruace
nenosim vlastné nic bilyho a mam spis néjaky cerny volny Saty pres kalhoty nebo
saty, takZe vlastné ta skvrna nebyla az tak vidét. Nebo jsem méla pocit, Ze je to
v pohodé. (...) Tu Zidli, kdyZz jsem méla chvilku ¢asu, nikdo tam zrovna nebyl, tak
Jsem to jako voSmudlala (smich,).

Ackoliv Jitka popisovala svoji zkusenost za pomoci negativné zabarvenych slov jako
Jtrapny” a ,hloupy”, zaroven se pfi popisu dané situace misty smala. Podle nékterych
studii mGze mit smich v socidlnim kontextu specialni roli, kdy slouzi jako uzite¢ny na-
stroj pro oddéleni se od tématu pfi jeho performanci nebo v reakci na néj, pokud je
toto téma povazovano za problematické (Holt 2020). Ve vyse uvedeném pfipadé je
tedy smich pouzit jako prostiedek k odlouc¢eni od nepiijemného faktu, Ze Zzena podle
spolecenskych pravidel menstruaci nezvladla.

Pro zeny vsak muze byt nepfijemna a stresujici i ta situace, kdyz citi, ze zacinaji
menstruovat, ale z néjakého dlvodu si nemohou dojit na toaletu a pouzit men-
strua¢nfi pomucku. To je priklad Karly (24 let), ktera ve své profesi regionalni zpra-
vodajky ¢asto zaZziva nepfijemné pocity s tim, Ze si nemdze dojit na toaletu ve chvili,
kdy potrebuije.

V hlavé uz vim, Ze mi zni alarm , utikej na zdchod”, ale vlastné vim, Ze ted' nemd-
Zu, protoZe mam Zivy vstup nebo musim honit néjakého respondenta. Kolikrat
si v hlavé fikam aplné ,to uZ je jako pfes caru”, a uz viastné vim, Ze to pro mé
neni komfortni, a uz se citim blbé, pak se zacnu z toho potit a cela ta situace
Je hrozné neprijemna. Ale ja se musim porfad tvafit, Ze je vsechno v naprostém
poradku a dokonalé a viastné [se mam] skvéle.

Jednu nepfijemnou a velmi specidlni situaci zazila Lenka (27 let, pravnicka), ktera
se v ramci vykonavani své profese Ucastnila domovni prohlidky:
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Vliastné jsem védéla, Ze to zhruba ten den mam dostat. (...) Tak jsem si nastést/
teda jako vzala viozku, a fakt jak jsme tam prisli, tak prosté citite, Ze to zacina.
Tak to bylo neprijemny, protoZe tam vlastné stojite anebo tfeba pomahate poli-
cajtim nosit néjaky véci nebo pomahate hledat. Tak jste furt na nohou, nemizete
si nikam sednout, navic to misto bylo takovy... no jako drogovy doupé, takZe
tam jako nic péknyho (...) a ten zachod, jako byl tam, ale tam jsem jit nechtéla.
Vim, Ze néktery chlapi se tam odvaZil, ale Ze bych tam sla, to se mi teda nelibi-
lo. TakZe jsem to musela vydrZet, a bylo to, ja nevim, tfeba deset hodin. No, nic
moc to nebylo. Do toho bolesti, nemdZete se ani moc napit, najist, protoZe tam
furt néco délate, mate rukavice.

Tedy rlizné socialni ¢i situacni podminky mohou Zené v rdmci vykonavani placené
prace zabranit tomu, aby se mohla podle svych potfeb adekvatné pripravit na men-
struaci ¢i si ,pouze” dojit na toaletu. Internalizovany socialni tlak na skryvani men-
struace se mdze projevit i tak, jak popisuje Béta (37 let, redaktorka v nakladatelstvf)
ve svém byvalém zaméstnani:

Bylo nas tam dvanact a méli jsme jeden zachod. A $la jsem na zachod a zjistila
jsem, Ze uz mi zaCina menstruace, a tak jsem si fikala: , Ty jo, ale ted tam nechci
Jit hned znova, aby to nebylo vidét, Ze jsem to dostala. TakZe tam pujdu aZ za
chvili.” JenZe jsem na sobé méla svoje oblibené rizové kalhoty a bohuzel utrpély
tady timhle spatnym rozhodnutim. Tak to jsem se bila do hlavy a rikala jsem si:
. T1ak to jsem mohla preZit.” Beztak by to nikdo ani nefesil nebo by si toho nevsimi,
prosté by to ani nikoho vibec nenapadlo. Jenom ja jsem méla takovy pocit, Ze
bych byla strasné podezreld, a od té doby to nedéldm samoziejmé.

Zeny tedy délaly vechno proto, aby neporusily normu, podle které by mély menstru-
aci zvladat tak, aby o ni jejich okoli nevédélo. Pokud Zené krev protece na obleceni, zvi-
ditelni se néco, co by podle dané normy nemélo byt nijak vidéno. Zeny, které popisovaly
proteceni krve na obleceni ¢i se toho obavaly, pak dokresluji to, jak silné je tato norma
internalizovana a s jakymi nepfijemnymi pocity je jeji i jen mozné poruseni spojeno.

Jak zistat neviditelna: Planovani spojené s menstruaci
Aby tedy zeny zabranily nehodam s protecenim krve na obleceni, vydaji zna¢né usili
spojené s planovanim ohledn& menstruace. Rada Zen volila strategii, Ze si do prace
nosily ndhradni obleceni ¢i se vyhybaly svétlému obleceni, na kterém by bylo pfipad-
né proteceni vidét vice nez na tmavém.

Jitka (49 let, knihovnice) popisovala svlj zvyk ohledné oblecenf tak, ze ,v dobé
menstruace nenosim viastné nic bilyho a mam spis néjaky Cerny volny Saty pres kal-
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hoty nebo [jenom] 3aty, takZe ta skvrna by nebyla aZ tak vidét. (...) Ja mam jakoby
prvni pomoc, néjaky nahradni kalhotky nebo néco, vzdycky v praci.”

Magda (43 let, védkyné), kterd méla v dobé rozhovoru menstruaci velmi nepra-
videlnou, nejen ze méla menstruacni vlozky ,uplné vsude, (...) ve stole, ve vsech
[svych] kancelarskych Suplikach, taskach, kabelkach a na riznych mistech (smich)”,
ale zaroveri méla z toho samého ddvodu v praci nahradni obleceni nebo se snazila
LPrislusné casti zakryt svetrem nebo odchodem, pokusem o preprani a podobné”.
A pouZziti svetru popisovala i Simona (52 let, zubni lékarka), ktera vzhledem k neucin-
nym menstruac¢nim pomUckam za minulého rezimu zmifiovala, Ze ,tak se to prosté
na divce poznalo, protoZe si kolem pasu privazala svetr, aby v pfipadé nehody svetr
zakryl patficny potize”. Simona se také snazila v dobé, kdy jeSté menstruovala ane-
bo kdy menstruuje jeji zdravotni sestra, nastavit pracovni den tak, aby v nejhorsi dny
menstruace mohla délat méné fyzicky narocnou praci a spole¢né se sestfickou ,si
upravime ty vykony tak, abychom za den udélaly penzum pacientd, ale bereme, ja
nevim, maminky s miminama, vysvétlujeme, jak se starat o zoubky, co délat. A ty
fyzicky narocny véci si Clovék dokédze naplanovat. (...) Urcité se to prizplsobuje i tomu,
v jaky formé je sestficka.”

Planovani spojené s menstruaci zasahuje Zzenam nejen do osobniho zivota, kdy
se snazi podle svych potfeb zorganizovat svij volny ¢as, ale rovnéz do pracovniho
Zivota. Menstruace pro fadu komunikacnich partnerek znamena ,vétsi naroky na
planovani, vim, Ze si na tyhle dny nemGzu davat narocné &innosti”, jak napsala do
dotazniku Denisa (30 let, designérka), ktera pak v rozhovoru dodala: , kdyZ si tu praci
planuju, myslet na to, kdy zhruba budu mit tu menstruaci, protoZe ten prvni den bych
chtéla nejradsi zalézt do postele, a v momenté, kdy si tam dam dopoledne schizku
a odpoledne workshop, tak je to takovy blby, protoZe to prosté nejde”. Pro ucitelky
a vyucujici bylo planovani prace v podstaté nemozné vzhledem k danosti rozvrhu
vyuky. Pro Lucii (35 let, vyucuijici na VS a vyzkumnice) se jednalo predevsim o to, ze
~musim myslet na to, abych si vzala novej tampon, abych tu vyuku v pohodé i psy-
chicky zviddla. Ze vlastné je tam takovej management v tomhlectom, Ze ¢lovék to
musi rozmyslet, zaroven kdyz je mi fakt jako Spatné, abych méla ten brufen u sebe”.
Pro Alenu (38 let, ucitelka na SS, prekladatelka) pak byla doba vyuky ,dost stresu-
jici (...) téch deset minut [prestavky] je hrozné kratka doba, protoZe nez vylezete ze
tridy, ja jsem tedka ve Ctvrtém patre bez vytahu, takZe kdyZ treba ucim v pfizemi,
tak musim Ctyfi patra vylézt, tam si stihnu néco okopirovat a zase uz zvoni. Takze
Ja si kolikrat ani nestihnu dojit na zachod, cely ten den, od téch osmi tfeba do téch
dvou tri. TakZe ta menstruace je pro mé jako, vyloZzené naplanovat, kdy ,ted je velka
prestavka, musim to dojit vyménit”.”

Pro vétsinu komunikacnich partnerek je menstruace néco, co je pfi vykonu jejich
placené prace ve vétsi ¢i mensi mife omezuje. At uz jde o to, Ze musi podavat vy-
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kon navzdory nevolnostem spojenym s menstruaci ¢i musi z dlvodu spole¢enskych
pravidel na menstruaci myslet. Zeny omezuje nejen diskomfort spojeny s menstruaci
jako takovou, ale také pouzivani toalet v zaméstnani, které nejsou uzpUsobeny tomu,
aby si mohly pohodIné vymeénit ¢i upravit menstruacni pomdcku. Z téchto omezeni

mUZze plynout to, Ze se menstruujici Zeny v praci citi mnohem vice ve stresu ohledné
zvladani svych tél.

Organizace bez tél, téla bez menstruace?

Vypovédi komunikacnich partnerek, které se objevovaly zejména na konci rozhovor(,
kdy mély moznost se volné vyjadfit k tématu menstruace, odrazely jejich zkusenost
se svétem prace jako svétem, ve kterém téla neexistuji (ackoliv jsou pro vykon prace
nezbytna). Menstruace predstavovala pro Zzeny cyklické pfipomenuti télesnosti a neu-
moznovala jim tak dobre sva téla ignorovat. Muzské télo vnimaly jako vzor této ideal-
ni ne-télesnosti, tedy moznosti byt v téle a mit télo, aniz bychom si toho museli byt
védomi. Zaroven jejich vypovédi odhalovaly velkou miru nepochopeni a vzdalenosti
mezi zkusenosti muzské a zenské vtélenosti.

Kamila (26 let, koordinatorka kurzd) pfi popisu prlbéhu svého menstruacniho cyk-
lu zddrazriovala to, Ze se v jeho raznych fazich citi rizné vykonnd, a dodala: , prijde
mi, Ze muZi se takhle citi porad stejné. VVSechno je v pohodé, vsechno mi néjak klape
a necitim ani psychicky vykyvy. Myslim si, Ze takhle se musi citit muzi pofad.” Simona
(52 let, zubni lékarka) popisovala menstruaci jako néco, ¢emu ,se clovék prizplsobi,
ale musite si poradit. Kdybyste byla muz, tak tohle neresite. A pochopim, Ze ty chlapi
to ani nenapadne, Ze by ta jejich kolegyné mohla mit néjakej takovejhle problém, kdy
tfeba dva dny neni tak vykonna jako jindy.”

V souvislosti s télesnosti poukazovala Denisa (30 let, designérka) na to, Ze ,soucas-
na doba nas hodné tlaci k vykonim nezavisle na tom, jak se zrovna citime, a myslim
si, Ze se to zacina pomalu obracet. (...) A mné prijde, Zze Zeny maji v tomhle trochu
Jednodussi pozici, v tom navratu [ke svym télesnym potfebam]. (...) Jednou za né-
Jaky ¢as dostanou pfipominku: ,Hele, mas fyzicky télo a to néjak funguje a vZdycky
nepoda ten stoprocentni vykon’ a je to v poradku, protoZe je to biologie a je to tak
nastaveny.”

Cast zen se viak vztahovala k menstruaci spise negativng. Prikladem je Renata (29
let, pravnicka), ktera popisovala, ze ,v puberté jsem méla velkej problém s tim akcep-
tovat, Ze jsem se narodila jako Zena, protoZe to neni fér ani biologicky, ani socialné.
A menstruace je jedna ze situaci, kdy mam pocit, Ze mné moje viastni télo nepatri
a zrazuje mé.” Dalsi ¢ast komunikacnich partnerek zmiriovala, jak nespravedlivé jim
prijde, Ze se zeny a jejich potieby v pracovnim prostfedi opomiji. Radka (30 let, flo-
ristka) se o tomto tématu vyjadfovala tak, ze , bylo by fajn, kdyby jsme zacali brat na
pulku populace trosku vétsi ohled. Preci jenom muzsti kolegové nemusi tyhle véci
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fesit a bylo by fajn, kdyby se o tom dalo mluvit trosku otevienéji a byla ta moZnost
vzit si tfeba dva dny v mésici volno bez toho, aby se na nas koukalo, jako Ze pre-
hanime nebo Ze chceme ulevy a néjaké specialni zachazeni.” A s tim souvisi i téma
menstruac¢nich pomUcek zdarma, které zadna z komunikacnich partnerek na pra-
covidti k dispozici neméla, ale témér vsechny dotazované zeny by ocenily, nebo by
si dokonce praly, aby menstrua¢ni pomUcky takto mély k dispozici. Mezi tyto Zzeny
patfii Lada (32, rodi¢ovska dovolena a polovi¢ni Uvazek jako projektova manazerka),
kterd poukazovala kromé pracovist na skolni prostredi. Podle Lady je menstruace
.néco, co zasahuje vice jak polovinu populace, je to néco, s &¢im se musime vyrovnat
a stoji to hromadu penéz a hromada lidi na to nema”. Dostupnost menstruacnich
pomUcek pfimo na toaletach pracovnich a vefejnych organizaci by navic usnadnila
praci spojenou s managementem a ,zneviditeliovanim” menstruace, kterou jsou
Zeny nuceny vykonavat.

Magda (43 let, védkyné) poukazala na to, ze povédomi o menstruaci a jejim moz-
ném vlivu na Zivot Zen je u muzd, ktefi ale zpravidla Fidi pracovni organizace, mizivé:

Nékolikrat jsem se setkala s tim, Ze dospéli, ba starsi muZi o té menstruaci oprav-
du nic netusi. Zrejmé jejich maminky nebo Zeny s nimi o tom nikdy nepromluvily,
takZe je to pro né opravdu nezndmy mechanismus, a napriklad se ukazalo, Ze mdj
velice vzdélany kolega védec si mysli, Ze Zeny maji menstruacni cyklus sladény
s mésicnim cyklem, jakoZe vsichni z'ejmé menstruujeme, kdyZ je uplnék (smich).

Komunika¢ni partnerky si uvédomovaly, Ze jsou menstruaci znevyhodnény a men-
struace jim dale pfipomina jejich télesnost ¢i vtélenost. Vnimaly i to, Ze muzské télo
je v pracovnim svété normou, a néjakym zpUsobem se k nému vztahovaly. Ale jelikoz
zaroveri muzské télo nema takové specifické potieby jako menstrujici Zenské télo,
mUze byt ignorovano, zatimco Zeny sva téla timto zplsobem ignorovat nemohou,
nybrz jsou spolecenskymi normami, nejen vzhledem k menstruaci, nuceny je neustale
kontrolovat. Fakt, Ze na toto dohlizeni musi vydavat mnoho energie a zdrojd, je mGze
zna¢né omezovat, a to nejen ve vykonu jejich placené prace.

Zavér

Vypovédi zen, které se zUcastnily naseho vyzkumu, dokladaji vrstevnatou povahu téle-
snosti. V jejich fyzické kazdodenni zkuSenosti se odrazela materialita t&l, projevujici
se Unavou a bolesti a nutnosti o své télo pecovat, napf. udrzovat jej v Cistoté. V jejich
vypravéni se pak projevovala socialni povaha tél — socialni normy, které télesnost ob-
klopuiji a fidi, sdilena oc¢ekavani a instituce ustavené v dané spolec¢nosti, které urcuji,
jak s tély ,spravné” zachazet. K nim patfi i tabuizace a stigmatizace menstruace. Di-

| 101 |



IV STATI/ ARTICLES

skurzivni rovinu pak tvori mocenské diskurzy urcujici nedostate¢nost ¢i ménécennost
menstruujicich tél a kulturni symboly pfedstavujici menstruujici téla jako necista ¢i os-
tudna. Ve zkuSenostech dotdzanych Zen se tyto diskurzy projevovaly napfiklad tim,
7e se zeny citily ,hloupé” ¢i ,trapné”, jakmile vyslo najevo, Ze menstruuiji.
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Globalni socialné-ekonomické krize, jakou byla pandemie covidu-19, maji genderovou
dimenzi. Nerovnosti jsou jak v dopadech téchto krizi, tak v moznostech, jak se rizikim
branit (UN Women 2020; WE Forum 2020; Werner 2020). Nejvice ekonomicky zasa-
Zeny byly ty oblasti trhu prace a podnikani, které stoji na pfimém kontaktu s kliente-
lou (t]. sluzby), jako napt. pohostinstvi a ubytovaci sluzby (Cervenka, Kysela, 2023; viz
i Al-Dajani et al. 2020)2, kde vyrazné a dlouhodobé prevazuji zeny (CSU 2021a). Speci-
fickym rysem pandemie byl dopad na povolani ,v prvni linii” v boji s pandemii, jako je
vzdé&lavani anebo zdravotnictvi, kde také prevazuji zeny (CSU 2021a). Pandemie méla
na Zeny vétsi dopady také proto, Ze pravé ony byvaji ¢astéji primarnimi pecovatelka-
mi. Zatizeni péci se v dobé pandemie zvysilo mimo jiné kvali uzavieni skol a skolek
(Donnell et al. 2021; OECD, 2020; Ozkazanc-Pan, Pullen 2020)3. Zeny oproti muzim
také délaji vice domacich pradci. Jiz pfed pandemii data indikovala, Ze Zeny stravi péci
o déti a rodinu v praméru 4,51 hodiny denné, muzi pak 3,06 (Menzel, Miotto 2020).
Zahrani¢ni vyzkumy (viz napt. Alon et al. 2020) odhaduiji, Ze pandemie zvysila pecu-
jici a rodinné zévazky o cca 20 hodin tydné (tedy o 3 hodiny denné). Je ziejmé, ze
vzhledem k genderové tradi¢ni délbé prace v ¢eskych domacnostech* zvysenou péci
o déti a rodinu prejimaly béhem pandemie Zeny (viz i Dudova, Krizkova 2022). Na
druhou stranu byla pandemie pfilezitosti k transformaci socioekonomickych struktur,
coz mlzeme nazyvat socialnimi inovacemi (K¥izkova et al. 2024). Upozorriuje se na-
priklad na rlst pfilezitosti pro Zeny, diky nimz mohlo dochazet k redukci genderovych
stereotypl (Manolova et al. 2020), moZnosti prace z domova a snizena ekonomicka
aktivita muz mohly vést k redefinici roli v ekonomické sféfe i v domécnosti.
Dopady pandemie mély také urcitd specifika v ptipadé podnikajicich. Data z Ces-
ké republiky poukazuji na to, ze podnikajici byli specificky zasazeni vladnimi proti-
pandemickymi restrikcemi. Vyzkumy (viz CVVM 2021) ukdzaly, ze zatimco OSVC
nejvice zminuji ekonomické dopady pandemie (snizeny pfijem nebo odpracované
hodiny), zaméstnanf spise deklaruji technologické a organiza¢ni zmény. V pandemii
také podnikajici mohli poprvé cerpat davku osetfovani ¢leny rodiny (tzv. osetfovné)>.
Data ukazala, ze od roku 2019 vyrazné narostl podil osob cerpajicich tzv. oSetifovné,

2 Je tomu tak i v CR, Zeny a muzi maji rozdilné zastoupeni v réiznych oblastech podnikani — 25 % muz(l
podniké v oblasti obchodu, 21 % ve stavebnictvi a 15 % ve zpracovatelském pramyslu. Zen podnika
v oblasti obchodu 32 %, 16 % jich podnika ve stavebnictvi a 13 % ve vyrob& (AMSP CR 2019).

3 Ceska republika méla nejdéle zaviené $koly v réamci celé Evropy (alespori ¢aste¢né byly zaviené 38
tydn(), coz ovlivnilo ekonomickou aktivitu zejména zen, které o déti pecuji (Dudova 2021; OECD 2021).
4 (R je specificka vzhledem k pretrvavajicimu tradi¢nimu rozdélenf roli mezi muzi a enami (CVVM
2020) a velkému ddrazu na zajistovani neformalni péce o (nejen) malé déti rodinou (prevazné zenami)
(Haskova 2011).

> Ministerstvo pramyslu a obchodu (MPO) v prabéhu roku 2020 spustilo dota¢ni program Osetiovné pro
0SVC, ktery byl aktivni i b&hem roku 2021. Pravidla zakazovala ¢erpani o3etfovného s jingmi dota¢nimi
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z nichz 34 tvorily zeny (CSU 2020). Rok 2020 byl enormni ve vydajich na o3etfovné
(11,4 mld. K¢&), pticemz 2,4 mld. byly vyplaceny podnikajicim (CSU 2021b). Vyplacena
¢astka osetfovného na den, kterd mezi 2020-2021 variovala mezi 400-500K¢, ne-
byla zavisla na pfijmech, ale 3lo o ¢astku fixni — pro vysokopfijmové a nizkopfijmové
podnikajici tato ¢astka mohla mit odlisny vyznam v kontextu celé ekonomické situace
rodiny (Mangarella 2021).

Nerovnosti v dopadech pandemie se ukazaly konkrétné také ve skupiné Zen podni-
katelek. Je tomu napfiklad proto, Ze opatfeni i statni kompenzacni programy prijaté
v dobé pandemie a cilené na podporu podnikajicich byly univerzalni a nebraly v potaz
specifické potreby Zen a muz (Mangarella 2021), i kdyz se ukazalo, ze podnikajici
Zeny a podnikajici muzi maji ke kompenza¢nim program@m rozdilny pfistup a rozdilné
je vyuzivaji (Elhan-Kayalar, Sawada, van der Meulen Rodgers 2022). Pandemie nic
méné postavila podnikatele a podnikatelky pred genderové specifické vyzvy — nejen
kvali zvysenym ndrokdm na péci, ale také kvali rozdilnym ekonomickym dopadim
na obory podnikani, kde prevazovali muzi nebo zeny. Je vice nez zfejmé, ze podni-
kajicim muzim a podnikajicim Zenam byly v zavislosti na téchto odlisnych rodinnych
usporadanich a podminkach v podnikani k dispozici rozdilné nastroje, jak se s dopady
pandemie vyrovnat, a podle toho volili i rozdilné strategie (Elhan-Kayalar et al. 2022).

V tomto ¢lanku analyzujeme rozdilné zpdsoby vyrovnani se s dopady pandemie
u nizkoprijmovych podnikajicich Zijicich v manzelstvi nebo partnerstvi. Zamérujeme se
na to, jaké strategie volili nizkopfijmovi podnikajici s ohledem na svoji socialni lokaci
a rodinné zazemi a jak tyto svoje volby interpretovali. V teoretické ¢asti poukazujeme
na to, ze idealni podnikajici je konstruovan jako zaméreny na zisk a expanzi podnika-
ni (Ahl 2006; Bruni, Gherardi, Poggio 2004) a Ze ti, ktefi se této predstaveé vymykaiji
(napriklad pravé nizkopfijmovi podnikajici), byvaji ve vyzkumu opomijeni. Vyzkumné
zaméreni na opomijené skupiny ma pro né urcity emancipacni potencial. Zviditelnéni
zkuSenosti téch, ktefi byvaji v diskuzich nejen ve verejném prostoru opomijeny, vede
ke zvyznamnéni jejich potfeb. To mlze mit transformacni potencidl na vytvareni po-
litik feSicich problematiku marginalizovanych skupin podnikajicich (Westerveld 2012).

tituly (napf. s kompenzacnim bonusem v roce 2021), podnikani muselo byt hlavni ¢innosti, o3etfovné neslo
kombinovat s rodi¢ovskym prispévkem apod. Na konci roku 2020 se zménila podminka véku ditéte (ze 13
na 10 let), za které je mozné osetiovné erpat. Vice viz https://www.mpo.cz/cz/podnikani/zivnostenske-
podnikani/osetrovne-pro-osvc---vyzva-i--253750/.

| 108 |



Volume 25 ¢ Number 1/ 2024 GENDERAVYZKUM

Teoretické ukotveni

Pivoting, jeho kritika z genderovych pozic a socialni lokace

V préaci vyuzivame teoretického konceptu ,,pivotovani” nebo , pivotingu”, ktery pred-
stavuje reakci podnikajicich na nejistotu nebo neocekdvanou naro¢nou situaci zpU-
sobenou externimi vlivy (napf. v obdobf pfirodnich katastrof, ekonomické krize nebo
v obdobi pandemie covidu-19) (Hughes, Saunders, Denier 2022; Manolova et al.
2020; Shepherd 2020).

Navazujeme také na vyzkumy podnikani, které zohledruji genderovy kontext a jeho
vliv na volbu podnikatelskych strategif v dobé krize i mimo ni (Ahl 2006; Manolova et
al. 2020; Rahman 2022). Navazujeme rovnéz na vyzkumy vychazejici z genderové kri-
tiky podnikani, kdy podnikani je konstruovano jako maskulinni koncept, tj. Ze sméfuje
k ekonomickému rdstu; je spojovano s hodnotami, jako je inovace nebo hledani pfi-
lezitosti; podnikajici je pfirovnavan k hrdinovi apod. (Ahl 2006; Bruni et al. 2004). Ti,
kteli se vymykaji pfedstavé idealniho podnikajiciho zaméfeného na zisk anebo expanzi
podnikani, jako jsou nizkoprijmovi podnikajici, jsou ve vyzkumech opomijeni (Marlow,
Swail, 2014). Této kritice Celi i vyzkum zaméreny na pivoting, ktery v pocatcich zkou-
mal zejména podnikajici — hrdiny, ktefi stale (i v dobé krize) hledaji nové cesty k eko-
nomickému rdstu a rozvoji podnikani (Sadeghiani et al. 2021). Navic se prvni vyzkumy
pivotingu zamérovaly na zachycovani inovativnich a kreativnich zplsob vyrovnavani se
s nejistotami v dobé krize u zacinajicich podnikd (tzv. start-upd) (Grimes 2018). Inovace
napfiklad v ziskavani zdrojl, podobé nabidky, zplsobu zaméreni na zakazniky nebo
v pristupu k financim a aktivni pristup k fesenf krizi se tak konstruuji jako standard a oce-
nény cil (viz Sadeghiani et al. 2021). Méné prostoru je vénovano podminkam, za jakych
je mozné vytvaret nové strategie, a dlvodlm takovéto strategie nevolit. Nezkoumaji se
interpretace toho, pro¢ podnikajici ne/voli urcité typy pivotd, a to, jak samotni podnika-
jict vnimaiji zvladnuti krize a co hodnoti jako Uspéch ¢i inovaci (napt. v dobé pandemie).
Nezkouma se zpravidla ani to, pro¢ ekonomické cile nejsou pro urcité skupiny podni-
kajicich, jako jsou ti nizkopfijmovi, hlavnimi cili podnikani. Proto jsme se pfi definovani
vyzkumného vzorku soustredily na nizkoprijmové podnikajici. Pfedpokladaly jsme, Ze
nizky pfijem urcitym zplsobem ovliviiuje volbu a dosazitelnost pivotd. Nizkopfijmovi
podnikajici navic narusuji tradi¢ni maskulinni predstavu ideélniho podnikajiciho, ktery
se zaméruje na zisk a kreativné rozviji své podnikani. Jejich zkusenost vnasi novou per-
spektivu v podobé dlrazu i na neekonomické cile podnikani. V navaznosti na literaturu
(Manolova et al. 2020; Sadeghiani et al. 2021) chceme prinést komplexnéjsi pohled na
problematiku pivotingu a zahrnout i vyzkumem malo sledované skupiny.

Kritika vyzkumu podnikani z genderovych pozic poukazuje také na to, ze podni-
kani se jevi jako genderové neutralni a skrze tuto zdanlivou genderovou neutralitu
jsou ospravedInovany genderové nerovnosti. Podnikani byva totiz vidéno pouze jako
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vysledek individualnich snah a prehlizi se jeho kontextudlni zakotvenost (Ahl, Marlow
2012), napfiklad v kontextu rodiny ¢i partnerstvi. Pokud tyto kontexty nebereme v po-
taz, mohou se Zeny podnikatelky zdat jako méné vykonné (Ahl 2006; Marlow 2014),
protoZze se nezohlednuje jejich postaveni v rodiné a jejich rodinné zavazky apod. Po-
dobné kritika probiha i v kontextu literatury zamé¥ené na pivoting. Cast praci zkouméa
pivoty jako reakci aktérli/aktérek na aktualni krizi a opomijf 3irsi kontext jejich reakci
a dbvodud k nim. Pfedevsim se zkouma pivotovani u novych podnikd a inovativnost
reakci na krizi (viz Grimes 2018; Sadeghiani et al. 2021), coZ vede k omezené pred-
stavé o tom, jak pivotovani mUZze vypadat. Na tuto kritiku odpovida pojeti pivotingu
jako procesu neboli neustéle utvarené kazdodenni praxe ukotvené v sirsim kontextu,
kde dochazi k prlbéznym reakcim aktérd/aktérek na nejistotu v podnikani béhem
krize (viz Sadeghiani et al. 2021). Chapani pivotingu jako individualizované aktivity
byva kritizovano, nebot nezohledruje zakotvenost v socialnim, socioekonomickém a/
nebo genderovém kontextu (Kfizkova et al. 2024; Manolova et al. 2020). To ovliviuje
nejen prilezitosti, které maiji jedinci k volbé urcitych pivotl, ale také zpUsoby, jakymi
je délaji a jak své volby interpretuji. Grimes (2018) chape pivoting jako revizi souvisejici
s podnikatelskou identitou. V navaznosti na vyzkumy, které pivotovani chapou jako
proces, ktery je kontextualné zasazen do rodinné, ekonomické i genderové struktury
spolec¢nosti, vyuzivame pro analyzu zakotvenosti pivotd v socialni struktufe koncept
socialni lokace (Zavella 1991, 2014). Ten poukazuje na to, Ze vlastni pojeti identity,
zkuSenosti a zivotnich pfilezitosti je ovlivnéno socialnimi prostory, v nichz se jedinec
nachazi. Tyto prostory mohou byt vytvareny intersekci genderové, socialni, ekono-
mické a/nebo geografické pozice jedincl. Jedna se o indikétory socialnich nerovnosti
odrézejici mocenské vztahy (Zavella 2014). Konkrétné postaveni v socialni strukture
poukazuje na vzajemné propojené systémy Utlaku a privilegii, které zakouseji pod-
nikajici na zakladé svoji socialni lokace (Romero, Valdez 2016). Koncept socialni lo-
kace poukazuje nejen na podobnosti a odlisnosti zkusenosti mezi muzi a Zzenami,
ale i uvnitf téchto skupin. Socialni lokace je zdrojem jak bariér, tak pfileZitosti, které
jedinci maji (Kfizkova et al. 2018).

Analyticky koncept pivotd ndm pom(ze odhalit strategie nizkopfijmovych podnika-
jicich, kterymi reagovali na nejistotu v podnikani béhem pandemie. Je vSak nezbytné
v reakcich podnikajicich reflektovat vliv socidlni lokace a kontextualni zakotvenosti
jejich jednani. Tak je mozné odhalit dlvody diferenciace v podnikatelskych strate-
giich, prilezitostech a moznostech rozvoje i udrzeni podnikani béhem krizové situace.

Defenzivni a ofenzivni pivoty

Teoretické zdroje se vénuji pfedevsim tomu, jak podnikajici reaguji na krizové situace
— jak se brani jejich dopadlm nebo jak se naopak soustfeduji na inovac¢ni potencial
(napf. Kuckertz, Brandle 2021), ktery s sebou dana situace pfinasi, pfipadné oba typy
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reakci analyticky nerozdéluji (napf. pfistup mitigace viz Elhan-Kayalar et al. 2022). Kon-
cept pivotingu, ktery vyuzivame v nasi praci, nabizi pohled na reakce na krize v 3irsim
zabéru, nebot bere v potaz oba aspekty. Nékteré vyzkumy (Cesaroni, Sentuti, Buratti
2015; Manolova et al. 2020) popisuji defenzivni pivoty jako situaci, kdy podnikajici
spise omezuji podnikani, minimalizuji investovani do néj a pfistupu;ji ke vzniklé situaci
s velkou obezietnosti. Mzeme sem radit napfiklad pozastaveni podnikatelské ¢innosti
nebo jeji ukoncenf (K¥izkova et al. 2024). Druhym typem reakce je vyuziti ofenzivnich
pivotl, kdy podnikajici naopak vyuZzivaji situace k tomu, aby vytvareli nové prilezitos-
ti, dochazi ke zméné byznysového modelu (zaméfuji se na nové produkty, vyuZivaji
novych technologii apod.) (Manolova et al. 2020). Poukazuje se na to, Ze pro obdobi
krize jsou spi3e typické pivoty defenzivni (Cesaroni et al. 2015). Vyzkumy (Cesaroni et
al. 2015; Manolova et al. 2020; Sadeghiani et al. 2021) poukazuji na genderovou di-
menzi ve vyuziti ofenzivnich a defenzivnich pivotd jakoZto reakce na externi Sok nebo
krizi. Napfiklad ukazuji, Ze muzi v dobé krize spiSe sahaji k ofenzivnim pivotim (viz
Cesaroni et al. 2015). Jiné studie (viz Kfizkova et al. 2024) naopak ukazuji, Ze i zeny
v dobé krize voli ofenzivni pivoty. Navazujeme tak na tyto vyzkumy a o¢ekavame, Ze
pfi volbach pivotd mohou mit Zeny a muzi rozdilné d@vody anebo voli rozdilné pivo-
ty. Zaroveri zohlednujeme, Ze pivoting je proces a obsahuje celou fadu reakdi, jimiz
muZzi i zeny k Uspésnému zvladnuti externich Sok( zaroveni snizuji rizika a vytvareji
prilezitosti. Vyuzivani pivotd totiz mdze (i nemusi) byt doc¢asné a méni se v zavislosti
na promeénujicich se podminkach béhem krize. Typologizace pivotd ndm v analytické
fazi umoznila identifikovat realizované pivoty a uvazovat o celé $ifi rznorodych stra-
tegif, které podnikajici volili v dobé pandemie jako reakci na nejistotu.

Pivotovani béhem pandemie covidu-19

Pandemie postavila podnikajici pred specifické vyzvy — na jedné strané doslo k ome-
zeni vybranych obor( podnikani statnimi regulacemi, na strané druhé méli podni-
kajici ve specifické situaci poprvé moznost ¢erpani statnich finan¢nich kompenzaci
(napf. tzv. oSetfovné, na které do té doby neméli podnikajici narok). Podnikajici tak
byli nuceni se adaptovat na nové a rychle se ménici podminky s malou jistotou vy-
voje situace (Shepherd 2020). Ceské OSVC nejvice pocitily ekonomické dopady pan-
demie v dsledku poklesu pfijm0 a zakdzek v tomto obdobi (CVVM 2021). Vyzkumy
vénované prekarité podnikani v dobé pandemie (napf. Mai et al. 2023) ukazuji, Ze na
jedné strané zde byla velka skupina sebezaméstnanych osob, které se diky pandemii
ocitly v prekérni (tj. nejisté, nepredvidatelné) situaci, ale na strané druhé zde byla po-
Cetna skupina podnikajicich, ktefi jiz pfed pandemii zazivali prekaritu v podobé niz-
kych a fluktuujicich pfijmd z podnikani a pandemie jejich prekaritu spise prohloubila.
Sebezaméstnané osoby ekonomicky zasazené pandemii je potfeba vnimat jako he-
terogenni skupinu, a to jak vzhledem k dopadlim pandemie na jejich podnikani, tak
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vzhledem ke strategiim a pivotdm, které mohly realizovat jako odpovéd na zvysenou
nejistotu v dobé pandemie (napft. s ohledem na jejich pfijem).

Nékteré vyzkumy analyzujici pivoting béhem pandemie u podnikajicich osob braly
v potaz genderovy rozmér. Upozornovaly tak napt. na propojeni podnikatelské a rodinné
oblasti a rozdilné situace muzl a Zen vzhledem k jejich zodpovédnosti za péci o déti,
které byly kvali zavienym skol(k)am doma (Hughes et al. 2022). Bylo rovnéz poukazéano
na to, pro¢ Zeny setrvavaji v podnikani za pomoci rliznych pivotd i navzdory dopaddm
pandemie (napf. snizeni zakazek, prijmd z podnikani apod.). Mashingaidze et al. (2022)
ukazuje, Ze tomu bylo predevsim z dvodu osobni motivace (podnikaji dlouho a v obo-
ru, ktery je zajima); financi (i kdyz maji snizeny pfijem, pfesto nejsou zcela ekonomicky
zavislé na manzelovi/partnerovi); spolecenského respektu, ktery jim podnikani nabiz.

Je nezbytné zminit, Ze znacna cast vyzkumd zkoumajicich reakce podnikajicich
na pandemii vyuzivala kvantitativni metody a soustfedila se zejména na inovativni
potenciadl, ktery pandemie pfinesla, a analyzovala, které nové a experimentalni pivo-
— malé pozornost byla vénovana divodim vedoucim k volbé urcitych pivotd nebo
tomu, jak jsou ukotveny v socidlni lokaci podnikajiciho. Proto jsme se na tyto oblasti
ve vyzkumu specialné zaméfily.

Vyzkumné otazky a metodologie

V tomto ¢lanku se soustfedime na bézné a nizkopfijmové podnikajici v manzelstvi/
partnerstvi, ktefi podnikaji v rliznych sektorech sluzeb, tj. jejich podnikani byla vy-
znamné zasazena pandemii. Vyuzivame procesualniho pohledu na pivotovani — kon-
krétné nechdpeme pivoting jako urcitou izolovanou reakci v konkrétnim case, ale jako
reakci utvarenou na zakladé minulych zkusenosti v pribéhu podnikatelské a Zivotni
drahy. Pivotovani ukazujeme jako soucast kazdodennosti podnikajicich (Sadeghiani
et al. 2021). Konkrétné si pak klademe tyto vyzkumné otazky:

1. Jaké pivoty k vyrovnani se s nejistotou v podnikani volili nizkopfijmovi podnikajici
v partnerstvi/manzelstvi b&éhem pandemie covidu-19?

2. Jak jsou pivoty podnikajicich zakotveny v jejich socialni lokaci?

3. Jak podnikajici interpretuji volby jimi realizovanych pivotd?

K zodpovézeni vyzkumnych otadzek jsme realizovaly kvalitativni vyzkum formou
polostrukturovanych rozhovord.® Bylo analyzovano 17 rozhovord s nizkopfijmovymi

6 Studie je soucasti Sirsiho vyzkumu podnikajicich v dobé pandemie covidu-19 Prekarita jako redind
zkusenost sebezaméstnanych a mikropodnikd, podporeného TA CR. V rdmci vyzkumu byly realizovany
rozhovory s mikropodnikajicimi zasazenymi pandemif (viz anonymizovano) a 30 nizkopfijmovymi OSVC.
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podnikajicimi Zijicimi v jedné domacnosti s partnerem/partnerkou; manzelem/manzel-
kou. Singl anebo mladi podnikajici bydlici s rodici byli vyfazeni s ohledem na zaméreni
¢lanku, kdy sledujeme, jak jsou volby pivotl v podnikani svazany s rodinnym/partner-
skym prostfedim nebo ovlivnény zavazky péce o malé déti. V. mnohém navazujeme na
vyzkumy vyuzivajici koncepty ,rodinného zardmovani” (Sharma 2004), kde je kladen
ddraz na rodinné a partnerské zazemi’ (rodinné systémy) a jejich vliv na podnikatelské
strategie muz0 a zen (Ahl, Marlow 2012). Zaméreni na nizkopfijmové podnikajici je
vedeno nasi snahou soustredit vyzkumnou pozornost na skupinu podnikajicich, je-
jichz zkuSenosti s reakci na nejistotu zplsobenou napf. pandemii byly doposud opo-
mijeny. Navazujeme na vyzkumy, jez se kriticky vymezuji k predstavé podnikajiciho
zameéreného pouze na zisk a expanzi podnikani, i na vyzkumy, které zd@razfiuji jiné
nez ekonomické a finan¢ni cile podnikanf (Sadeghiani et al. 2021). Jedna se o prvotni
vyzkum daného tématu na velmi specifické skupiné, ktera byla i s ohledem na pan-
demii covidu-19 nedostupna pro vyzkum. Triangulace vyzkumu z pohledu partnerd/
partnerek dotazovanych by byla vhodnym prohloubenim daného tématu, stejné tak
jako opakované zkoumani vyvoje podnikani dotazovanych, které by umoznilo sledo-
vat resilienci podobného typu podnikd®.

Rozhovory probihaly mezi kvétnem a ¢ervnem 2021, tedy v dobé platnosti (nékte-
rych) pandemickych omezeni. | proto byly realizovany online s pfenasenym zvukem
i obrazem. Komunika¢ni partnefi a partnerky byli rekrutovani skrze externi agenturu,
samotny rozhovor a jeho analyzu provadély samy vyzkumnice. Rekrutac¢ni agentura ve
spolupraci s vyzkumnym tymem vytvofila filtra¢ni dotaznik, kde zasadnimi kritérii pro
vybér komunikacnich partnert/partnerek byly: aktivni podnikatelska Zivnost (nepreru-
$ena v poslednich 6 mésicich); jejich nizky prijem?; a vzorek byl vybiran s pozadavkem
variability pohlavi, véku, regionu a oboru podnikani (které nemuselo byt jejich hlavnim
zdrojem pfijmu). ProtoZe zasadnim kritériem vybéru komunikacnich partnert/partne-
rek byl nizky prijem, bylo zfejmé, Ze osloveni podnikajici budou zejména ze sektoru
sluZeb, ktery vykazuje obecné nizké vydeélky. Zaroven byly trzby ve sluzbach nejvice
ovlivnény vladnimi restrikcemi béhem pandemie (Harak 2021).

7V originale family embeddeddness perspective.

8 Provedeni triangulace pohledy partnert/partnerek bohuzel nebylo realizovatelné. Jednak tomu bylo
kvali velmi komplikovanému shanéni komunikacnich partnerd/partnerek béhem pandemie. Shanéni
obou osob v paru, které by byly k rozhovoru ochotné, by tak bylo témér nemozné, nebo bychom ziskaly
mensi a ne tak pestry vzorek. Dlouhodobé sledovani vyvoje podnikani predstavuje jinak koncipovany typ
vyzkumu, ¢emuz ale ¢asto brani formalni prekazky (zejména maximéalné podporovana délka projektl ze
strany vyzkumnych agentur, jejich finan¢ni naro¢nost apod.).

9 Za poslednich 12 mésict nepresahl priimérny mésicni prijem oslovené podnikajici osoby minimalni
mzdu (po odecteni viech nakladl na povinné zalohy, dané apod.), kterd pro rok 2019 ¢inila 13 500K¢
(aktudlni tdaj v dobé vybéru rekrutacni agentury) (MPSV 2023).
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Do vzorku byly cileng zahrnuty OSVC bez zaméstnancii/zaméstnankyn, protoZe
nas zajimaji pfimé vztahy volby pivotd a jejich interpretace se socialni lokaci konkrét-
nich podnikajicich a rodinnym systémem, které tvorily hlavni kritérium vybéru pro
danou analyzu. V ramci mikropodnikd jsme ocekavaly odlisné volby pivotd, ovlivné-
né nutnosti fesit, co se stane se zaméstnanymi. Podrobnéjsi charakteristika vzorku
je uvedena v tabulce 1.

Tabulka 1: Charakteristika vyzkumného vzorku

Charakteristiky Kategorie Pocty
Pohlavi Zeny 10
Muzi 7
Vék 25-35 let 5
36-45 let 5
46-55 let 3
56-65 let 4
Obor podnikani Sluzby — prodej/nakup zbozi 4
Sluzby — nehmotné 9
Sluzby — ubytovani/gastro 2
Sluzby — stavba/opravy 2
Pocet déti™® Bezdétni 5
1 dité 2 (z toho 1 dotazany mé dité nad 18 let)
2 déti 7 (z toho 4 dotazani méli min. jedno dité
nad 18 let)
3 déti 1
4 déti 2

Zdroj: Autorky.

V rozhovorech jsme se zaméfily na nasledujici okruhy: a) pracovni drédha a charak-
ter podnikani, zac¢atky a motivy vstupu do podnikani, ne/vyhody podnikani, reflexe

pomoci a podpory od statu; b) diskuze nad finan¢ni situaci (ne/stabilita pfijmu, ne/do-

10 pokud se jedna o komunikacni partnery/partnerky s ekonomicky sobésta¢nymi détmi, jejich pocet je
uveden v zavorce. Ostatni dotdzani maji déti do 18 let.
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state¢nost prijmu pro sebe a rodinu) a dopady nizkych pfijma na podnikani i rodinu;
¢) reflexe dopadl pandemie covidu-19 na podnikani a rodinny zivot, zplsoby pre-
kondni krize na Urovni rodiny, podnikani i statu (tj. ¢erpani finan¢nich kompenzaci);
d) kombinace podnikani a rodinného zivota. Rozhovory byly doslovné pfepsany, ano-
nymizovany a analyzovany za pomoci softwaru Atlas.ti. V analyze se pracuje s pseu-
donymy podnikajicich, uvadény jsou zakladni charakteristiky dllezité pro interpretaci
zjisténi, obor podnikani je uvadén pouze obecné.

K analyze dat jsme vyuzily tematickou analyzu, kterd umoznuje systematicky tfi-
dit a kategorizovat tematicky podobné vypovédi komunikac¢nich partnerd/partnerek
(viz Braun, Clarke 2006; Clarke, Braun 2013). V prvni fazi jsme nékolikrat precetly
prepsané rozhovory a identifikovaly v nich nejzasadnéjsi témata (napf. dlouhodoba
fluktuace piijmua z podnikanf). Nasledné jsme za pomoci induktivniho pfistupu roz-
hovory kédovaly. VyuZzivaly jsme primarné oteviené kédovani. V dalsi fazi jsme shlu-
kovaly tematicky podobné kody do kategorii a subkategorii (napt. jsme shlukly kédy
identifikujici rizné finan¢ni kompenzace, které podnikajici ¢erpali béhem pandemie
s cilem ¢elit situaci spojené s pandemii, pod jeden kéd VYUZITI SPECIALNI STATNI
PODPORY V PANDEMII, ktery je také jednim z identifikovanych pivotd). V nasledném
kroku selekce jsme vyradily kody, které byly nerelevantni k vyzkumnym otazkam
a zkoumanému tématu. V poslednim kroku jsme na zakladé kodU identifikovaly reali-
zované pivoty béhem pandemie a analyzovaly interpretace motivi k volbé vybranych
pivotl. Identifikované dimenze socialni lokace, které ovliviiovaly volby pivotl a s nimi
spojené interpretace, ndm poskytly dalsi analytickou Uroven rozkryvajici kontextualitu
pivotovani. Analyza dat méla nékolik Urovni: a) pivotovani béhem pandemie; b) uko-
tvenost identifikovanych pivotd v sociaini lokaci podnikajicich; c) interpretace voleb
pivotl a jejich legitimizace.

Analyza identifikovanych pivotl v podnikani

V této praci chapeme pivoty jako strategie, které podnikajici vyuzivali k vyrovnani se
s nejistotou v krizovych obdobich v pribéhu podnikéni (napf. v dobé poklesu zakazek,
pfijmd apod.) (Sadeghiani et al. 2021). Jak jiz bylo zminéno vy3e, pivotovani v tomto
¢lanku definujeme v $irsim smyslu, tj. nejen jako snahu o vytvareni novych, inovativ-
nich a kreativnich strategii pro Uspésné udrzeni podnikani, které podnikajicim zaroven
do budoucna umozni jeho dalsi rozvoj a expanzi (ofenzivni pivoty), ale i jako defen-
zivni strategie, kterymi se podnikajici brani nejistoté a riziku. Absenci reakce (napf.
vyckavani) chapeme jako nevytvareni zadného pivotu. V analyze jsme na zakladé ké-
dovani podrobné popsaného v metodologii identifikovaly pivoty uvedené v tabulce 2.

Témér vsichni dotazani vyuzili jeden nebo vice pivotl, kterymi reagovali na nové
a nejisté podminky béhem pandemie s cilem udrzet své stavajici podnikani nebo se
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Tabulka 2: Kédovaci schéma — Pivoty identifikované v analyze

Diverzifikace pfijm0 v rdmci podnikani Formou vice podnikatelskych ¢innosti

Roz3itenim portfolia sluzeb/vyrobkd stejného
nebo podobného charakteru

Hledani daldiho p¥ijmu z pracovni aktivity mimo | Brigady na DPP/DPC
podnikani s umyslem udrzet podnikani

Castecny Uvazek v klasickém zaméstnani

Vyuziti specidlni statni podpory béhem Odpusténi plateb za povinné zélohy
pandemie (tj. statni finan¢ni kompenzace na socialnim a zdravotnim pojisténi
a bonusy, které stat poskytoval béhem
pandemie podnikajicim)

Tzv. oSetfovné

Jednorazovy mési¢ni prispévek 25 000 K¢

Dal3i kompenzace

Preruseni podnikani (nikoliv ukonceni) a pfihlaseni se na Grad prace

Zdroj: Autorky.

k nému vratit. Analyza odhalila, Ze podnikajici vétsinou volili tzv. defenzivni pivo-
ty a témér nevyuzivali pivoty ofenzivni. Pfi analytické praci jsme zjistily, Ze samotna
identifikace pivotl je nedostacujici. Samo urceni, zda jde o defenzivni, nebo ofenziv-
ni strategii, bylo mozné az na zakladé Sirsi znalosti pfibéhu podnikajicich. Napfiklad
diverzifikace formou rozsiteni podnikatelskych ¢innosti totiz maze byt zafazena jak
do ofenzivni strategie (pokud podnikajici diverzifikuji v reakci na pandemii), tak do
podnikatelskych ¢innosti a v pandemii tuto strategii pouze znovu aktivujf). Také kvUli
tomu jsme se pfi analyze rozhovor( nesoustredily pouze na obdobi pandemie, ale
i na zacatky podnikani, pribéznou finan¢ni situaci podnikajicich nebo na kombinaci
rodinného Zivota s podnikdnim. Znalost Sirsiho kontextu ndm umoznila vidét reakce
na nejistotu v dobé& pandemie jako zavislé na predchozich zkusenostech podnikaji-
cich s nejistotou v podnikani. Zaroven tim ilustrujeme procesualni charakter pivotin-
gu, ktery nenf izolovanou reakci na aktualni krizi, ale jde o reakce, které jsou casto
podminéné minulou zkusenosti podnikajicich.

Analyza vyuzivanych pivotl béhem pandemie jasné ukazala, ze volba pivotd je
ovlivnéna socialni lokaci podnikajicich — pfedevsim pritomnosti malych déti v rodiné —
a socioekonomickym statusem podnikajicich. Zaroveri situace béhem pandemie byla
v urcitych ohledech nova — prinasela s sebou specificka rizika (napf. statem omeze-
né podnikani, uzavreni skol/skolek) i moznosti (statni finan¢ni kompenzace, véetné
tzv. o3etfovného), se kterymi neméli podnikajici pfed pandemii zkusenost. Podnika-
jici ve vyzkumu zasazovali volby reakci na pandemii do Sirsiho kontextu, ve kterém
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davali svému jednani smysl. Je zf'ejmé, Ze pfi zaméreni na vyrovnavani se s nejistotou
v dobé krize je nutné zohlednit také interpretace, kterymi nizkopfijmovi podnikajici
vysvétlujf a legitimizuji volbu pivotd.

Vliv socialni lokace na volbu pivott

V prlbéhu analyzy se ukazalo, Ze volby jednotlivych pivotd béhem pandemie jsou
vyrazné ovlivnény socialni lokaci podnikajicich. NejvyraznéjSimi dimenzemi social-
ni lokace, kterymi podnikajici rAmovali (obhajovali a zdGvodriovali) svoje reakce na
nejistotu v dobé krize, byl socioekonomicky status a pecovatelské povinnosti (resp.
zde péce o0 malé déti, nez za¢nou navstévovat zafizeni predskolni péce), které jsou
Uzce navazany na genderovou identitu. Socioekonomicky status byl na jedné stra-
né urcitym vstupnim faktorem — je vymezen jiz samotnym zamérenim vyzkumu na
podnikajici s nizkym pfijmem. V analytické ¢asti jsme ale vyuZzivaly predevsim aktér-
skou perspektivu — to, jak socioekonomicky status konstruovali sami komunika¢ni
partnefi a partnerky ve svych naracich. Nej¢astéji komunikacni partnefi a partner-
ky vnimali socioekonomicky status jako urcovany podporou partnera/partnerky i
manzela/manzelky, podporou Sirsi rodiny, vlastnénym majetkem nebo predchozi
zkusenosti s nestabilitou prijmu. V nasledujici ¢asti analyzy se zaméfime na dlvody
a motivy k volbé identifikovanych pivotd a na to, jak jsou ovliviiovany socidlni lo-
kaci podnikajicich, primarné socioekonomickym statusem a pecujicimi povinnostmi
0 malé déti.

Socioekonomicky status a jeho vliv na zvolené pivoty

Socioekonomicky status podnikajicich byl jednou z vyraznych dimenzi socialni lokace,
nebot ovliviioval volbu pivotd primarné dle toho, zda se zménil v zavislosti na pande-
mii (napf. ve vztahu ke snizeni objemu zakazek/prodeje, a tim doslo po ur¢itou dobu
ke snizeni/absenci prijmu z podnikani), nebo zda méli dotazani podnikajici nizky so-
cioekonomicky status jiz pred pandemif (napf. v souvislosti s fluktuaci prfjm0d danou
oborem podnikani nebo pokud jejich podnikani ovliviiovala sezénnost). Predevsim
u téch, ktefi deklarovali dlouhodobé nizky socioekonomicky status, tato skute¢nost
ovliviiovala volbu pivotd béhem pandemie a v praxi znamenala aktivizaci/zviditelnéni
Uspésnych pivotd z doby pred pandemii. Tato skupina podnikajicich totiz méla zku-
Senosti s vyuzitim defenzivnich i ofenzivnich pivotl (tj. nutnost vyrovnat se s nejisto-
tou napf. v podobé fluktuujicich prijma) jiz pred pandemii. Pandemii tak vnimali jako
daldi epizodu nejistoty (ne jako néco vyjimecného) a aktivné vyuzivali pivoty, které
byly v minulosti Uspésné. Pfikladem je Tereza (58 let, 2 déti starsi 18 let), dlouhodo-
bé podnikajici s manzelem, ktery vyrabél prouténé kosiky, zatimco ona je prodavala
na trzich. Jesté pred pandemii si zaloZili e-shop, kde prouténé vyrobky prodavali, ale
chépali jej jako doplrikovy piijem. I béhem pandemie spoléhali na osobni prodej (napf.
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pravidelné kontrolovali viadni opatfeni, kdy se trhy znovu otevrou), protoze z néj do
zacatku pandemie méli vyssi pfijmy. Tereza vyuzila defenzivni pivoting v podobé di-
verzifikace pfijma, ktery byl pro ni dostacujici v dobé pred pandemii, kdyz bylo nutné
vyrovnat se se sezénnosti podnikani, a spoléhala na to, Ze ji znovu pomdze prestat
nejisté obdobi v pandemii. Mimo to byla velice aktivni v hledani finan¢nich kompenzaci
ze strany statu a do urcité miry tak spoléhala, Ze i ziskané finance nebo odpusténi
povinnych zaloh poskytnou dostate¢nou podporu pro preklenuti nejistého obdobi,
nez se bude moci vratit prodavat zbozi na trzich.

Ve vzorku se objevily také pripady podnikajicich, ktefi sice méli prechodné vy3si
prijmy, ty jim v8ak v urcitych obdobich vyrazné klesaly (typicky se jednalo o sezénni
podnikanf) a oni tak byli i mimo pandemii nuceni vytvaret strategie, jak tato obdobf
prekonat. Vétsinou s vykyvy pocitali a vyuZzivali dlouhodobéjsich finan¢nich rezerv
(Casto sdilenych s manzelem/manzelkou nebo partnerem/partnerkou), které si mohli
dovolit diky vy3sim vydélklm v urcitych mésicich a které také vyuzili i v dobé pande-
mie. Ani tito podnikajici nevnimali pandemii nikterak fatalng, protoze vyuzili pivoty
osvédcené z minulosti. A podobné jako podnikajici s dlouhodobé nizkymi prijmy vy-
tvareni ofenzivnich pivotd nechdpali jako nutnost. Vytvareni finan¢nich rezerv napfi-
klad diskutoval Jaromir, ktery podnikal v oboru stavebnictvi od 90. let. Za celkovou
dobu podnikani mél zkusenosti s vysokym vydélkem i obdobimi znacné snizeného
pfijmu. Dlouhodobé i béhem pandemie spoléhal na jisty pfijem manzelky:

Nastésti jsme v rodiné dva, takZe rodina neni zavislda na mém prijmu, protoZe
manzelka je statni zaméstnanec a tam je ten prijem v podstaté zajistény. (Jaro-
mir, 57 let, stavebni prace, 2 déti starsi 18 let)

Je zfejmé, ze socioekonomicky status (vysoky nebo nizky) ovlivnil dostupnost stra-
tegif, kterymi mohou podnikajici reagovat na nejistotu nebo krizi. Zaroven byly vol-
by pivotl ovlivnény rodinnym systémem, ve kterém podnikajici Ziji (napf. od sdileni
pfijm0 s manzelem/manzelkou nebo partnerem/partnerkou az po ekonomickou za-
vislost), podnikatelskou historif a minulymi zkusenostmi, které je podpofily v tom, Ze
kdyz jednou krizi prekonali skrze urcité pivoty, tak to zkouseji znovu. Ukazujeme tak,
Ze pivotovani je procesem, ktery podnikajici méni a upravuji v zavislosti na okolnich
rizicich a prilezitostech. To vysvétluje, pro¢ podnikajici pandemii vnimali jen jako dal-
8i nejistou etapu, kterou preklenou, ackoliv trvala mnohem déle nez jednu sezénu,
a pro¢ neaktivizovali nové anebo ofenzivni pivoty. Aktivizace v minulosti Uspésnych
strategii anebo zpUsoby interpretace a legitimizace jejich voleb (viz nize) jim umoz-
novaly nechapat se jako nelspésni.
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Pecujici povinnosti o malé déti a jejich vliv na zvolené pivoty
Dalsi dimenzi socialni lokace, ktera byla v naracich komunika¢nich partnerd/partnerek
zasadni ve volbach pivotl, byla péce o malé déti. Ta se protinala také s ekonomickou
situaci dotazanych podnikajicich, potazmo ovlivnila i jejich socioekonomicky status.
V nasem vzorku byli muzi i Zeny, kteff jiz pfed pandemif byli primarnimi pecujicimi,
tak i ti, kteff vétsi dil na péci o déti prejali az v dobé pandemie. Pfedevsim u téch
podnikajicich, ktefi az v dobé pandemie prejimali vétsi podil na pecujicich povin-
nostech anebo se stavali hlavnimi pecujicimi osobami, doslo ke snizeni socioekono-
mického statusu (zejména k poklesu pfijmu) a k prohloubeni ekonomické zavilosti
na partnerovi/partnerce nebo manzelovi/manzelce bez ohledu na jejich genderovou
identitu. Obecné muzi ale vyraznégji diskutovali ekonomickou zavislost na pfijmu
manzelky/partnerky a v rozhovoru castéji zdUraznovali, Ze jejich podnikani je stale
aktivni (maji tedy alespon néjaky pfijem). Nizky socioekonomicky status a pecujici
povinnosti o malé déti tak tito muzi chapali jako doc¢asnou situaci stejné jako volbu
defenzivnich pivotd.

Naopak u Zen, které mély hlavni pecovatelské povinnosti v rodiné pred pandemii
i béhem ni, a jejich pfijem byl dle jejich hodnoceni v ramci rodinného rozpoctu spise
dopliikovy, hovotily o sobé jako o ekonomicky zavislych na svych partnerech a spo-
I&éhaly se na jejich pfijem jiz v minulosti. Podnikajici reflektovali to, Ze se tato zavislost
béhem pandemie jesté prohloubila. Také v téchto pfipadech se tak jednalo o navaz-
nost strategii z dob minulych. Kromé narlstu zavislosti na partnerech ¢i manzelech
dochazelo také ke snizovani vyznamu podnikani Zen v ocich jejich protéjskd. Je to
mozné vidét na pripadu Milady, ktera v pandemii zUstala s détmi doma a pfisla prak-
ticky o cely prijem z podnikani (ktery byl nizky i pfed pandemif). Pro partnera to bylo
potvrzeni toho, Ze jeji pfijem je zbytny. Doslo u ni také k prohloubeni pecovatelské
role, ktera byla ¢asto zenami nekriticky pfijimana:

Manzel je rad, Ze ma doma teplé jidlo. Je mu Gplné ukradené, jestli néco pri-
nesu do rodinného rozpoctu. On je rad, Ze si zaplatim socialku, zdravku a nic
po ném nechci. Rodinu bude rad dotovat. (Milada, 42 let, prodej stavebnic pro
déti, 2 déti— 11 a 17 let)

Zvolené pivoty béhem pandemie byly predevsim u Zen ovlivnény ekonomickou za-
vislosti na manzelové/partnerové piijmu, ktery jim poskytoval jistotu i v dobé finan¢ni
nejistoty jejich podnikani (jednalo se tak o aktivizaci Uspésné strategie proti nejistoté
jesté z doby pred pandemif). Milada se napfiklad spoléhala na spole¢ny pfijem s man-
Zelem z prondjmu chalupy. Jistota druhého pfijmu a péce o malé déti v dotdzanych
podnikatelkach posilila tendenci volit defenzivni pivoty (napt. ¢erpani osetfovného
anebo dalsi specialni statni podpory v dobé pandemie), ofenzivni pivoty (které by vy-
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Zadovaly extrémni Usili i ¢as) nezvazovaly. Defenzivni strategie tak spise prohloubily
(a to i do budoucna) jejich zavislé postaveni v rodiné.

Analyza ukazala, ze volby pivotd jsou umoznény nebo omezeny socialni lokaci
podnikajicich, predevsim pak jejich socioekonomickym statusem a pecujicimi povin-
nostmi o malé déti. Socidlni lokace jim umoznila udrzet podnikani v plvodnim stavu
jako pred krizi a nenutila je k vytvareni novych a kreativnich strategif, jak podnikani
rozvijet, pfipadné jim umoznila vyckavat.

Interpretace voleb defenzivnich pivott a jejich ukotveni v socialni lokaci
podnikajicich

Analyza ukazala, ze vétSina komunikacnich partnerl/partnerek jako odezvu na ur-
¢itou nejistotu v dobé krize volila spiSe defenzivni pivoty nebo vyckavali (napt. nez
vyuziji dalsi defenzivni pivoty nebo se uchyli k tém ofenzivnim). Podnikajici rdmovali
proces rozhodovani urcitymi interpretacemi, kterymi legitimizovali svoje volby (de-
fenzivnich pivotd). V nasledujici ¢asti analyzy nejen popiseme konkrétni interpretace
podnikajicich, ale také ukdzeme, Ze i zde sehrava dllezitou roli jejich socialni lokace,
kterd umoziiuje vyuzit urcité interpretace jako zpUsoby obhajoby defenzivnich pivo-
tl — zejména pak téch, které nejsou v souladu se situaci, kdy je podnikani obecné
spojovano s maskulinnimi atributy ziskovosti, inovace apod. (Ahl 2006; Bruni et al.
2004). V prlbéhu analyzy jsme identifikovaly Ctyfi interpretace, kterymi podnikajici
legitimizovali svoje volby:

Tabulka 3: Interpretace identifikované na zakladé analyzy

Odklon od ekonomickych Interpretace 1 — pfijeti role hlavni pecujici osoby
aspektd / dlraz
na neekonomické aspekty

Interpretace 2 — pfijeti role osoby v pfed/dlchodovém véku

Interpretace 3 — ddraz na well-being Osobni

Rodinny / ¢asova flexibilita

Zdravi — fyzické i psychické

Interpretace 4 — podnikani v tom, co je zajima a bavi

Zdroj: Autorky.

Spole¢nym jmenovatelem analyzovanych interpretaci byl diiraz na neekonomické
aspekty podnikani. Komunikacni partnefi a partnerky pfi legitimizaci voleb defenziv-
nich pivotd nekladli primarni ddraz na financni zajistént, Zivitelskou roli v rodiné nebo
rozvoj podnikani. Interpretace muzl a Zen se ¢astecné odliSovaly, pricemz vyznam
téchto odlisnosti Ize pochopit pravé diky znalosti predchozi podnikatelské a Zivot-
ni drahy, motiviim vstupu do podnikéni, postaveni v roding apod. Zeny ve vét3ing
pripadd kladly dlraz na neekonomické aspekty podnikani uz pred pandemii (napf.
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podnikaly kvali flexibilité i péci o déti nebo z ddvodUl zajmu o dany obor), protoze
se mohly finan¢né spolehnout na manzela ¢i partnera. Byly tak zvyklé ve vétsiné pfi-
padl volit defenzivni pivoty uz v minulosti. Oproti tomu muzi byli zvykli pfed pan-
demii v podnikani zdGrazrovat ekonomické aspekty (¢asto z dGvodu spolu/Zivitelské
role) a neekonomické motivy pro né hraly ddlezitou roli az tehdy, kdyz obhajovali
své volby pivotl v dobé pandemie. Defenzivni pivoting pro né mnohdy predstavoval
novou situaci, kterou citili potfebu interpretovat a vysvétlovat. Zeny prostiednictvim
intepretaci objasfiovaly, Ze defenzivni pfistup navazuje na jednani v minulosti. MuZi
spise vysvétlovali a ospravedlriovali zménu situace. Nyni detailnéji popiSeme vyuZzi-
vané interpretace a to, jak jsou ovlivnény a umoznény socialni lokaci komunikacnich
partnerd a partnerek.

Interpretace 1 — prijeti role hlavni pecujici osoby

Specifickou intepretaci volby defenzivnich pivotl v rozhovoru uvadéli muzi, ktefi
byli hlavnimi pecovateli. Pfed pandemii byl jejich pfijem spoluzivitelsky a dalezity
pro chod rodiny, ale béhem pandemie doslo k razantnimu poklesu pfijmu z jejich
podnikani, a tak se rozhodli pfijmout roli hlavniho pec¢ovatele. Toto rozhodnuti bylo
umoznéno diky stalému (nebo i vy3simu) pfijmu jejich manzelky ¢i partnerky. Tito
muzi tak méli podobnou zkusenost jako pecujici Zzeny béhem pandemie — prohlou-
bila se jejich peCovatelska role a stali se ekonomicky zavislymi na pfijmu manzelky ¢i
partnerky, nebo dokonce doslo k prohloubeni jejich ekonomické zavislosti na nich.
Mnozi z nich tuto situaci v rozhovoru reflektovali a uvedli, Ze si nyni musi fikat part-
nerce ¢i manzelce o penize na ,,Uplné drobnosti”. Socialni lokace téchto podnikate-
10 (predevsim vyrazné snizené pfijmy v dobé pandemie a pecovatelska role o malé
déti) ovlivnila jejich volby pivotl béhem pandemie. Rozhodli se podnikani na dobu
péce o déti omezit, nikoliv vdak ukoncit (vSichni méli podnikani aktivni a méli z ngj
pfijem — mnozi z nich tuto skute¢nost v rozhovoru nékolikrat zdGraznili). B&hem
pandemie tak volili defenzivni pivoty anebo vyckavali. Napf. Kristian vyuzil statni
kompenzace formou tzv. osetfovného, Adam se pokousel i najit praci v ramci kla-
sického zaméstnani (coz se mu nepodafilo, nebot kvali péci o tfi déti potfeboval
zna¢nou flexibilitu, kterou pracovni trh nenabizel). Vyckavani i volby defenzivnich
pivotd byly v pfipadé pecujicich muzl doprovazeny argumentem docasnosti. Prijeti
hlavni pecujici role bylo realizovano s tim, ze dani muzi podnikani zcela neomezi,
a jakmile to bude mozné, vrati se k nému a budou pracovat na jeho rozvoji. Defen-
zivni pivoty tak pro nékteré dotazané muze pecujici o malé déti pfichazely v Gva-
hu bud pouze po dobu péce, a/nebo v souvislosti s pandemii. Tito muzi zpravidla
v rozhovorech uvedli jasny milnik, kdy ukon¢i (nebo vyrazné omezi) roli hlavniho
pecovatele — v momenté nastupu ditéte do skolky. Argument docasnosti byl ¢asto
podporen jasnou predstavou, jak chtéji po nastupu ditéte do skolky znovu rozvijet
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své podnikani, jak ukazuje citace Kristidna. Ten podnikal v oboru rehabilitaci a pred
pandemii predevsim prednasel o zdravém pohybu a cviceni ve firmach. V diskuzi
o budoucnosti uved! jasny plan, jak rozvijet své podnikani o doplrkové sluzby poté,
co syn nastoupi do Skolky:

Mam plany a uz jsem o tom premyslel. Ta nemovitost, kterou nyni opravujeme,
tak se nejdriv spravi baracek a pak jsou tam takovy zahradni domky a ty bych
chtél pretvorit. Moje predstava je takova, Ze prijedou lidi z vétsi dalky na néjakou
tfihodinovou session, kde je dam dohromadly, a pak tam mdZou prespat a druhy
den jet dom. (Kristian, 35 let, rehabilitace, 1 dité 2 roky)

Pecujici muzi, ktefi vyjadrovali zajem se k podnikani vratit, ocekavali, ze az k tomu
dojde, jejich pfijem se stane pro rodinny rozpocet podstatny — spoluzivitelsky. Pod-
nikatelky s pecujicimi zavazky také diskutovaly plany na rozvoj svého podnikani, az
budou déti vétsi, ale popisované plany do budoucna nemély tak jasné kontury jako
v pfipadé muzl. Zajimavé bylo, Ze prestoze se podnikajici muzi stavali hlavnimi pe-
Covateli o déti, role pecujiciho nebyla vzdy nutné spojena s provadénim domacich
praci, jako tomu bylo u zen.

Prijeti pecujici role bylo u muzd doprovazeno (mimo vyrazny pokles pfijmG a eko-
nomickou zavislost na pfijmu manzelky ¢i partnerky) také diskuzi o proméné identity
nebo zdlraznénim potfeb rodiny a déti. Dotdzani muzi zpravidla tuto Zivotni etapu
popisovali jako urcité zpomaleni v osobnim zivoté i v podnikani, jako napt. Adam. Ten
kladl v dobé pandemie dlraz na neekonomické aspekty, tedy na rodinné hodnoty,
potfeby déti, nutnost byt s nimi doma:

Ja jsem nemél zadny prijmy v tu dobu, protoZe tu restauraci jsem pustil, a de
facto jsme méli jeden rodicak a manzelka méla praci. Takze i diky tomuhle to
rozhodovani bylo prirozenéjsi, Ze jsme si fekli, Ze doma budu ja, kdyZ tam na mé
nase déti Cekaji a chtéji mé tam kazdy den, tak ja budu doma s détma. (Adam,
42 let, gastro, hodinovy manzel, 3 déti — 8 let a dvé mladsi 8 let)

Dominik jako jediny vnimal péci o déti v dobé pandemie covidu-19 jako trvalé fese-
ni. Bylo to spojeno i s tim, Ze se chapal jako ddchodce, tfebaze mu bylo 52 let a ofi-
cidlnimu véku odchodu do dlchodu se jesté zdaleka neblizil:

Ja uz pomalu do ddchodu prechazim. A je to moje rozhodnuti. Nepdjdu do for-
malniho ddchodu. Nepujdu do ddchodu papirové, nepljdu Gredné, ale snizuje
se rozsah mé prace, cemuz napomohla i tato, rekl bych, razantni situace. Ta mé
v tom v podstaté jenom utvrdila. TakZe ja prechazim do didchodu, ano. Planovité
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pfechézim do dichodu. (...) Zena chodi do préce hodné, extrémné, ale doma
jsem ja. Ja jsem viastné na matersky dovoleny nebo v podstaté v dichodu. (Do-
minik, 52 let, prodavani nakupniho software, 4 déti — 2 starsi 18 let, 15 a 5 let)

V rozhodovani u muz{ pecujicich o malé déti a v jejich reakcich na krizi (pandemii)
byly reflektovany také ekonomické dopady jejich voleb, prestoze se nestaly hlavnim
argumentem pfi volbé defenzivnich pivotl. Podstatné argumenty jejich intepretace
volby defenzivnich pivotd byly spise ty, které kladly d@iraz na neekonomické aspekty
— zpomaleni a zklidnéni po letech vysokého pracovniho nasazeni — nebo na potieby
déti a péci o rodinu, kterymi pozitivné ramovali argumentaci o defenzivnim pivotin-
gu. Diky tomu tak nechapali svoji situaci jako urcity druh ,prohry nebo neuspéchu”.
Moznost zvolit defenzivni pivoty byla dana jejich socidlni lokaci, pfedevsim pak sta-
bilnim prijmem manzelky/partnerky, sdilenim nasetfenych financi, podporou rodiny
v péci o déti apod.

Interpretace 2 — pfijeti role osoby v pred/dichodovém véku

Ddraz na zpomaleni a odklon od hektického Zivota workoholika, ktery travi ¢as v praci,
aby mél slusny prijem, byl patrny také v naracich komunikacnich partnerd a partne-
rek, ktefi také diskutovali proménu identity — z ekonomicky aktivniho podnikatele/
podnikatelky na osobu v pfeddtchodovém véku. Touto intepretaci doprovazeli svoji
volbu defenzivnich pivotd. To byl pfipad Jaroslava — pandemie omezila dlouhodobé
jeho podnikani v oboru stavebni prace a tim i pfijmy. Zarover reflektoval zvysenou
ekonomickou zavislost na pfijmu manzelky. V dobé rozhovoru bylo Jaromirovi 57 let
a doslo u néj k preramovani role, kdy se distancoval od podnikatele zaméfeného na
vykon a maximalizaci vydélkd. Nové rdmoval svoje podnikanf jako preklenovaci obdo-
bi pfeddtchodového véku, kdy uz to do ddchodu ,néjak vydrzi” a spokoji se s tim,
jaké prijmy ma z podnikani. Svoje rozhodnuti také nechapal jako ,prohru”, naopak
v rozhovoru uvedl, Ze je vdécny, protoze nyni ma vice ¢asu na rodinu:

Na druhou stranu, ¢im je clovék starsi, tim je unavenéjsi, takZe té prace uz tolik
nezvladnu, a musite védét, kde je ten strop. (...) Za téch 30 let jsem mél krize,
kdy jsem si fikal, Ze uZ toho mam dost, vykaslu se na to [podnikani]. (...) Ale
ja mam do ddchodu néjakych 8 let a néco, takZe kdyz uz jsem to vydrzel tak
dlouho, tak si myslim, Ze to do toho ddchodu zviddnu. (Jaromir, 57 let, stavebni
prace, 2 déti starsi 18 let)

Pribéh Dory je jednim z mala pfibéh, kdy podnikajici kladli dlraz na ekonomické
aspekty podnikani. Dora podnikala (a v minulosti byla zaméstnand) v oboru preklada-

telstvi a tlumocnictvi. Pandemie v3ak jeji podnikani vyrazné omezila (hlavné v oblasti
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tlumocnictvi). Dora uvedla, Zze béhem pracovni kariéry méla vysoké pfijmy a po néja-
kou dobu i vyssi nez manzel — razantni pokles prijmad kvali pandemii ji nutil vyrovnat
se s roli ekonomicky zavislé manzelky. BEhem pandemie chtéla Celit nejistoté tim, ze
si najde praci v zaméstnaneckém pomeéru. Nalezeni nové prace ji viak komplikovala
zkudenost s vékovou diskriminaci:

Chtéla jsem se nechat zaméstnat, protoZe to je jistota. Ale roli hraje maj vék (...).
Kdyz se za posledni roky objevilo néco prihodného a ja jsem byla na pohovoru
a oni mé nevzali, tak vim, Ze je to vékova diskriminace. (...) Jak jsem starsi, tak
clovék asi potrebuje svij klid a jistotu a stereotyp, aby chodil nékam, kde to zna
a nemusi se porad ucit néco nového (...). Je to Unavné, uz mé nebavi ta neustala
nejistota. (Dora, 59 let, preklady a tlumoceni, 2 déti starsi 18 let)

Dora chtéla v rdmci podnikani dat vétsi dliraz na ekonomicky vyhodnéjsi podnikani
v oblasti tlumocnictvi, které ji i v minulosti zajistilo slusny a stabilni pfijem, ale béhem
pandemie to nebylo mozné. Situace Dory ukazuje, Ze néktefi podnikajici chtéli celit
nejistoté novymi zpUsoby, ale ne vzdy jim to podminky dovolily. Dora byla okolnostmi
donucena k sebereflexi coby ekonomicky zavislé Zeny a podnikatelky v pfeddtcho-
dovém véku. Volba defenzivnich pivotl v podobé vyuziti diverzifikovaného podni-
kani nebo nalezenim klasického zaméstnani k podnikani byla pro ni nutnosti, nikoliv
dobrovolnou volbou.

Interpretace 3 — daraz na well-being

Dal3i interpretaci, kterou si podnikajici legitimizovali volbu defenzivnich pivotl, byl
ddraz na well-being (osobni, rodinny, dusevni pohodu, zdravi apod.). Do urcité miry
Ize tento zpUsob legitimizace vysledovat jiz v naraci Jaromira (ktery zohlednil sv(j vék
a zdravotni stav, které mu nedovolily vénovat se podnikani naplno) nebo v pfipadé
Adama, u kterého byl identifikovan identitni pferod pfijetim role pecujictho o malé
déti (kdy kladl dlraz na potfeby a pohodu rodiny a déti). Tato podoba legitimizace
byla ale identifikovana prekvapivé také u Natdlie (26 let, bezdétnd). Jeji vék, vyso-
koskolské vzdélani, fakt ze zatim neplanovala zaloZit rodinu i velky zapal pro obor
podnikani by naznacovaly, Ze spiSe vyuZzije ofenzivni pivoty. Natélie ale vyuzila spise
defenzivni pivoty, kdy se béhem pandemie snazila najit si praci na ¢astecny Uvazek
v klasickém zaméstnaneckém poméru ve svém oboru, ale kvili pandemii byla nabid-
ka zkracenych uvazk( velice omezena. PrestoZze nemohla uskutecnit pivot v podobé
ziskani dalsi prace a s ni spojeného pfijmu, tuto situaci interpretovala pozitivné, jako
ziskany volny ¢as a jako do¢asnou moznost zaméfit se na svoje zajmy a konicky. Vétsi
hodnotu tak mél pro Natdlii osobni well-being spise nez zvyseni pfijmu, coz ji nicmé-
né umoznil také vyssi a stabilnf pfijem partnera:
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Zatim mi to vyhovuje, Ze pracuji miri. Mam vice casu na svoje soukromé véci a tim,
Ze financné netrpime, tak to ani nemusim néjak extra resit. (...) Zacali jsme rekon-
struovat byt a mam na to cas. Béhem covidu jsem si hledala néjaky doplrikovy pfi-
Jem, néjaké zaméstnani na pul tvazku, a musim fict, Ze se to v dobé covidu ztiZilo.
Asi kdybych opravdu chtéla, tak néco najdu, ale situace byla takovad, Ze jsem ne-
chtéla délat néco, co nechci. (Natalie, 26 let, ekologie a Zivotni prostredi, bezdétna)

Moznosti soustredit se na svlj well-being, vénovat se konickdm apod. predstavu;ji
zpUsoby legitimizace defenzivnich pivotd, které by nebyly mozné bez ekonomické-
ho zazemi v rodiné nebo v partnerstvi. Rodinné a partnerské nastaveni je zasadnim
faktorem socialni lokace, ktery umoznil vidét defenzivni pfistup k Feseni krize skrze
pozitivni optiku.

Interpretace 4 — podnikani jako to, co je zajima a bavi

Posledni legitimizaci, kterou si podnikajici ospravedinili volbu defenzivnich pivotd, bylo
kladeni dlirazu na to, Ze je podnikani bavi, naplfiuje a zajima. Tento zpUsob legitimi-
zace nalezneme napf. v naraci Klary. Ta kladla nejvétsi ddraz na to, Ze ji jeji podnikani
(predevsim prondjem chaty) bavi, protoze se zde setkava s lidmi, ktefi maji podobné
Zivotni hodnoty. V rozhovoru uvedla, Ze vi, jak by mohla z podnikani udélat vydé-
le¢nou ¢innost, ale vétsi smysl pro ni mélo zachovat urcitou ideu, kterou méla pred
pandemii, tedy nadale utvaret komunitu lidi, ktefi jsou ji sympaticti, nez realizovat
extrémné vydélecny projekt. Pandemie pro ni zviditelnila ekonomickou stranku pod-

nikani, ale ji to presto nepfimélo zménit filozofii podnikani:

Meé uklidriuje, Ze kdyby byla nouze, ted' ne, ale nékdy jako s tim bydlenim, Ze
vzdycky mazeme slapnout trosku na plyn, Ze mame kontakty, mame rezervy
a nakonec bychom mohli skocit na néjakou platformu, ale ja to prosté nechdi.
(Klara, 62 let, prekladatelka, provozuje ubytovani, 2 déti starsi 18 let)

Interpretace pozitivniho pfistupu ke zhodnoceni vlastni situace — dliraz na to, ze
podnikani podnikajici napliiuje — byly také ramovany celkovou docasnosti situace
a ekonomickou podporou rodiny, bez které by si takto motivované defenzivni pivoty
podnikajici nemohli dovolit.

Analyza interpretaci, kterymi si podnikajicf legitimizuiji volby defenzivnich pivotd, pfi-
nesla dvé dllezita zjisténi. Za prvé, skupina nizkopfijmovych sebezaméstnanych osob
narusovala obecné platnou predstavu o tom, Ze podnikani je realizovano predevsim za
Ucelem dosahovani zisku a je neustale rozvijeno (viz maskulinni pojeti podnikani Ahl
2006; Bruni et al. 2004 a dalsi). Naopak podnikani téchto muzd a Zen necililo na vysoké

prijmy a podnikajici upfednostriovali jiné nez ekonomické aspekty, které pak vyuzivali
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v legitimizacich defenzivnich pivotd. Za druhé, analyza ukazala, Ze socialni lokace pod-
nikajicich, predevsim fakt, Ze maji partnery/partnerky nebo manzely/manzelky, ktefi/
které je finan¢né zabezpedi v situacich, kdy sami nemaji prijem nebo jejich p¥ijem fluk-
tuuje, jim umoznuje vyuzit jiné nez ekonomické argumenty. Kolem téchto argumentd
pak vytvareji cely podnikatelsky pfibéh, ktery interpretu;ji celkové pozitivné. Diky tomu
mohli podnikajici vnimat sami sebe optikou, v niz kladou dlraz na to, ze délaji, co je
bavi a zajima, Ze se vénuji rodiné a respektuiji jeji potreby, Ze mohou vénovat ¢as svym
zajmUm a udrzet si tak v zivoté harmonii apod. Socialni lokace jim umoznila vidét své
podnikani jako Uspésné, Uspéch pro né ale neznamenal ekonomicky zisk. Jejich ¢asto
opomijenad podnikatelska zkusenost nabizi dalsi perspektivu, jak na podnikani riizné
skupiny nahlizeji, jak jej realizuji, a predevsim pak co umozfiuje jejich podnikatelské
strategie. Na druhé strané je toto pojeti umoznéno kvali ekonomické zavislosti na
partnerovi/partnerce ¢i manzelovi/manzelce, ktera se v mnohych pfipadech v pandemii
prohloubila. Dopady ekonomické zavislosti podnikajicimi vétsinou nebyly reflektovany.

Zavér

V nasi praci jsme se soustfedily na to, jak nizkopfijmovi podnikajici Zijici v manzelstvi
nebo partnerstvi reaguji na nejisté podminky zpUsobené externimi vlivy (jako byla
pandemie covidu-19) a jak svoje reakce interpretuji. V praci jsme vyuZily konceptu
pivotingu (Hughes et al. 2022; Manolova et al. 2020; Shepherd 2020) slouZiciho
k zachyceni reakci podnikajicich v obdobich krizi. Zaméfily jsme se pfitom na kritické
pojeti tohoto konceptu, a to nejen z genderovych pozic. Analyzovaly jsme jakéko-
liv reakce podnikajicich na pandemii, tedy nejen ty, které vedou k néjakym novym
opatfenim a kreativnim Ffesenim, ale i pasivnéjsi reakce, které pouze vyuzivaji dosa-
vadnich postupt, mozZnosti a schopnosti a které se u nizkoprijmovych podnikajicich
v dobé pandemie ukazaly jako dominantni. K pivotingu jsme v praci pfistupovaly jako
k procesu (podobné viz Sadeghiani et al. 2021). Reakce na krize totiz nechapeme jako
vytvorené ad hoc v urcitém okamziku krize, ale jako dusledek dlouhodobéjsi osobni
a podnikatelské historie. Nizkopfijmovi podnikajici k podnikani pfistupovali dlouho-
dobé zplsobem, v némz kladli diiraz na neekonomické benefity, a tak je ekonomické
potize zplsobené pandemii nezbytné nenutily ménit podnikatelské strategie. Mezi
podnikajicimi byli také ti, ktefi se uz v minulosti museli vyrovnavat s nestalymi a niz-
kymi pfijmy a méli tak jiz vytvorené strategie, jak se s danou situaci vyrovnat. Pro ¢ast
podnikajicich byla nicméné situace pandemie zcela nova a byli nuceni se vyrovnat se
zmeénou svého postaveni urcitou revizi vlastni identity,"" pfi¢emz dlraz na neekono-
mické faktory je vedl k tomu, Ze situaci nevnimali negativné. Zaroven v zavislosti na

" K vyznamu pivotovani jako revizi identity podnikajiciho viz Grimes (2018).

| 126 |



Volume 25 ¢ Number 1/ 2024 GENDERAVYZKUM

socialni lokaci (zejména genderova identita a vék) ¢i pfitomnosti malych déti v domac
nosti, vnimali tuto identitu jako trvalou nebo docasnou, trvajici po dobu pandemie.

Analyza reakci na krizi poukazala na to, ze mezi nizkoprijmovymi podnikajicimi do-
minuji defenzivni reakce (pivoty) na pandemii. Koncept sociéini lokace (Zavella 1991,
2014) zachycujici zakotveni podnikajicich v socialni struktufe pak umoznil pochopit dd-
vody jejich voleb a vysvétlit, pro¢ jsou vlibec mozné. Analyza interpretaci ukazala dd-
vody, proc jsou reakce defenzivni, a zarover Ze podnikajici ne vzdy chapou defenzivni
pivoting negativné a ze ekonomicky zisk, rozvoj a Uspéch pro né nutné nepredstavuji
ocenované aspekty podnikani. Nas pristup tim navazuje na kritiku maskulinniho po-
jeti podnikani (Ahl 2006; Bruni et al. 2004), ktera zd(razriuje aspekty ekonomického
Uspéchu a zisku a v pfipadé reakci na krize vyzdvihuje nové a kreativni feseni (Sade-
ghiani et al. 2021). Diky aktérské perspektivé ukazujeme, Ze tyto hodnoty nevnimaiji
vSichni podnikajici jako svUj cil a ze podnikani pro né ma jiné benefity. Procesualini
pojeti pivotingu a chapani reakci jako zakotvenych v socialni strukture (uchopené skrze
koncept socidlni lokace, viz Zavella 1991, 2014) ndm ukazuje, Ze reakce podnikajicich
nejsou individualizovany, izolovany a vytvareny az v okamziku krize (viz kritika Sade-
ghiani et al. 2021). Toto pojeti ndm umoziiuje pochopit, pro¢ komunikacni partnefi
a partnerky nevolili ofenzivni pivoty. Neni to dano napfiklad neschopnosti vymyslet
nova a kreativni reSeni, nybrz jejich reakce jsou z velké ¢asti ovliviiovany jejich social-
nim postavenim a osobni a pracovni historii.

Krize s ekonomickymi dopady na podnikani, jakou byla pandemie covidu-19, zvy-
znamnila nerovné postaveni nizkopfijmovych podnikajicich ve spole¢nosti a odhali-
la mozné problematické dopady jejich ekonomicky zavislého postaveni. Nase prace
vyzdvihuje vyznam neekonomickych faktort, které vedou lidi k podnikani, zaroveri
k tomuto aspektu nepfistupujeme nekriticky. Ukazujeme, Ze z ¢asti nekriticky pristup
k ekonomické zavislosti byl umoznén ekonomickou podporou partnert/partnerek ¢i
manzelt/manzelek. Prohlubujici se ekonomicka zavislost vSak znamena vétsi zrani-
telnost, napfiklad pfi rozpadu partnerského ¢i manzelského svazku, snizuje vyznam
podnikani v ocich partnera/partnerky a okoli. Nizsi ekonomicky vykon v podnikani
vede k prejimani vice pecovatelskych zavazkd, u muzl je na rozdil od Zen tato zména
vnimana spise jen jako kratkodoba.

Pandemie covidu-19 méla urcita specifika, ktera ovlivnila rozhodovani nizkopfijmo-
vych podnikajicich, jak naloZit se svym podnikanim. Radime sem zejména zdravotnf
aspekty pandemie majici specificky dopad na urcité obory podnikani zejména s ohle-
dem na statni restrikce, coz ovliviiovalo pfijmy podnikajicich. Zaroveri tato situace byla
pro podnikajici nova s ohledem na zavirani skol a skolek (Donnell et al. 2021; OECD
2020; Ozkazang-Pan, Pullen 2020). Specificka byla také v oblasti statnich podpor, kte-
ré z ¢asti umozriovaly podnikajicim pfistupovat k defenzivnim pivotdm (pasivnéjsim
reakcim). V naracich podnikajicich se objevil zna¢ny dlraz na docasnost pandemie.
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Tento postoj se formoval u podnikajicich jiz v minulosti, kdy zaZivali fluktuaci pfijm0
z podnikani napf. kvlli jeho sezénnosti, a tak pro né nebyl vypadek pfijmu novou
zkuSenosti. Naopak byli presvédceni, ze tuto situaci zvladnou skrze obvyklé strategie,
které aktivizovali znovu pravé v dobé krize (ty, které vykazuji znaky defenzivniho pivo-
tingu). Své volby pak zdlvodrovali kladenim ddrazu na jiné nez ekonomické faktory.
Zpravidla viak nereflektovali, Ze tyto volby jesté vice prohlubuijf jejich zranitelnost nebo
ekonomickou zavislost, které jiz zasadné prohloubila samotna pandemie covidu-19.
Nase prace je tak cennym piispévkem pro hlubsi pochopeni rozhodovani nizkopfi-
jmovych podnikajicich v obdobi krize a toho, jak se s ni vyrovnavaji, a to na prikladu
pandemie covidu-19. V praci totiz uplatriujeme komplexnéjsi pohled na rozhodovani
podnikajicich (procesualni pojeti pivotingu), a to s ohledem na jejich socialni lokaci.
Prinosy prace vidime nejen v komplexnéjsim pohledu na reakce podnikajicich v dobé
krizi a v dekonstruovani maskulinniho pojeti podnikani (viz Ahl 2006; Bruni et al.
2004). Vnimame jako podstatné i to, Ze analyzujeme zkusenosti dosud mélo zkouma-
nych skupin podnikajicich, konkrétné nizkopfijmovych. Jestlize v daném typu vyzkumu
prestava byt kladen dlraz pouze na ,Uspésné skupiny” podnikajicich, pak prestava
byt kladen ddraz na typy reakdi, které neustale sméfuji podnikani k rozvoiji, Uspéchu
a inovacim, resp. inovativnim pivotdm. N&s vyzkum chapeme jako urcity zpasob, jak
dat opomijenym a marginalizovanym skupinam hlas, a nasi analyzu chapeme jako ur-
¢ity vstupni bod i pro tvirce a tvarkyné politik, ktefi diky ni maji moznost brat v potaz
i ne zcela mainstreamové zkusenosti a potteby (Westerveld 2012). Uzké zaméFeni na
nizkopfijmové podnikajici Zijici v manzelstvi/partnerstvi mlze predstavovat odrazovy
mUstek pro dalsi aplikovany vyzkum zejména marginalizovanych skupin, jako napfi-
klad etnickych ¢ narodnostnich mensin (v jiném kontextu napfiklad KFizkova et al.
2018) nebo podnikajicich v pfeddlchodovém véku. Stejné tak mdze byt nase prace
zakladem pro teoretické uchopeni pivotingu jako kontextualné zakotvené aktivity de-
konstruujici soucasné prevladajici maskulinni pojeti podnikani i pivotingu.
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Inkluzivni vyjadfovani v ¢estiné
Metodicka doporuceni

Jana Valdrova, Ph.D.,

genderova lingvistka

Uvod

Pravé Ctete aktualizovanou verzi Metodiky inkluzivniho vyjadfovani, ktera se pouziva
v Ceskych organizacich, podnicich, na studijnich i profesnich platformach, na ceskych
pracovistich Evropské unie. Smyslem inkluzivniho jazyka je oslovovat a oznacovat
osoby v interni i externi komunikaci instituci zdvofile, adresng, vstficné. Inkluzivné se
formuluji nabidky pracovnich mist.

Metodika vychazi z vyzkum( nazvl osob v némcing, angli¢tiné a ¢tyfech slovan-
skych jazycich za posledni tfi desitky let, z analyz trendl a jazykovych doporuceni. Na
této bazi byla formulovéna doporucent pro ¢estinu. V ceské jazykovédé se téma setka-
lo s averzi a zatim neprobéhla ani vefejna debata o ném.! Také proto se Ceska jazykova
praxe vyznacuje pfemirou nekriticky uzivaného genericky minéného maskulina.

Studie dolozily, Ze maskulinum navozuje obraz muze a pUsobi jako ,reklama na
muze”. Marginalizuje Zeny a snizuje jejich odborny status, ignoruje nebinarni lidi.
Principy vétné shody v ¢estiné vyzaduji rodové specifické koncovky az u péti slovnich
druh(; kdyz se osoby oznacuji v maskulinu, celé texty se doslova hemzi muzskymi
tvary.? Na zpravy v maskulinu je ¢eskéa verejnost zvykla; ani , zastupci” Zzenskych spor-
t8 nebudou n&padni, dokud fotografie neodhali redlné zastoupeni zen (foto nas. 2).

Maskulinum funguje podprahové. Reakce mozku na né se méfi v psycholingvistic-
kych laboratofich. MuZzské nazvy povolani dopadaji na Zivotni volby a délbu prace.

1 K eskym postojim: Valdrova 2018, 2023: 66-91. K petici bohemistické obce proti zavedeni tématu
rovného pojednavani osob do skol: tamtéz, 337-343.

2 To ukaze experiment. Oznac¢ime si muzské nazvy osob, muzska zajmena a tvary slov s muzskymi
koncovkami napfiklad v novinovém ¢lanku barevné. Zjistime, jak vysoky je jejich pocet. A sezndme, jak
velkou ¢ast textu Ize formulovat inkluzivné.
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agenturasport.cz

NSA hostila setkani zastupc kolektivnich olympijskych Zenskych sportd - N...
Probéhlo setkani zastupct véech Zenskych kolektivnich sportd, které jsou
zarazeny... Ctéte vice

11:39 AM - Mar 31, 2023 - 43.4K Views

Nazev jedné studie (Valdrova 2008) , Zena a védec? To mi nejde dohromady” je citat
chlapce, ktery si nedokéazal predstavit zenu-védkyni. U profesi automechanik, truhlar
a mnoha jinych nenapadne divky na zékladni skole, Ze by se o né mohly zajimat. Na
nabidky pracovnich mist v maskulinu se hlasi az o 25 % méné Zen. Jeden Urad prace
primél inzerenta doplnit Zensky tvar zdvoznice, a majitel podniku priSel podékovat za
skvélou zavoznici, kterou by podle jeho slov jinak nenasel.

Podpora Zivotnich voleb bez genderovych omezeni se kazdé spole¢nosti ekonomic
ky vyplaci. Napriklad v Némecku a Rakousku byly od 70. let 20. stoleti systematicky
doplnovany Zzenské nazvy profesi do slovnikd, legislativy, seznamU profesi, a tak zved-
ly zajem divek a Zen o ,typicky muzska” povolani. To si mohou ovéfit i ¢eské skoly,
zac¢nou-li se vyjadrovat vyvazené.

Jazyk doprovazi a podporuje socialni zmény. Cesko a ¢estina nejsou vyjim-
kou. V cCestiné feSime kromé ,generického” maskulina predevsim tyto genderové
aspekty projevu:

¢ Genderové stereotypy. Misto ,,... zUcastnilo se pétadvacet prislusnic nézného

pohlavi” rad&ji pisme ,,... z4¢astnilo se pétadvacet Zen”. Oznacenim , Urednice”
vystihneme odbornost kolegyr |épe nez ,dévcata na Uradech”. Genderovych
stereotypd je celd fada a funguji jako jazykové nastroje hierarchizace pohlavi.?

3 Genderové stereotypy, koncepty a klisé: Valdrova 2018, 2023: 195-277.
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¢ Jména a tituly. Oboji uvadime ve stejném modu u viech jmenovanych: napfi-
klad misto ,Ing. Petr Novak s choti” pouzijeme ,,Ing. Petr Novédk a MUDr. Hana
Novakova“.

e Ochrana jména je soucasti zakladnich lidskych prav. Nepfechylena pfijmeni zen
neménime, a to v¢etné prijmeni Kowalski, Tymosenko aj.* Pokyny k pfechylovani
cizich prijmenf Zen v rliznych redakcich pochazeji z publikaci starych pres 20 let;
postoje ke jménlm a naroky mluvcich se mezitim zménily. ,Caroline Criado-Perez”
nesklonujeme, stejné jako neskloriujeme , Heidi Jank(" nebo ,Dagmar Krej¢i”. Pri-
jmeni typu Prada m(zeme, ale nemusime skloriovat: ,pro Marinu Prada”, ,,0 Mari-
né Prada”, ale také ,pro Marinu Pradu” (srov. , Lindu Evangelistu”). VZiva se oboj.

¢ Dotaz ,Pani, nebo sle¢na?” nepatii do moderni komunikace. Vznikl kdysi jako
jazykové kontrola rodinného stavu Zeny a muzska analogie neexistuje. Zenu oslo-
vime ,,pani”, a kdyz bude povazovat za dulezité sdélit, Ze neni vdana, opravi nas.

* Nebinarni jazyk. Také v Cestiné se hlasi o slovo nebinarni lidé. O nebinarnim
jazyce pojednava kapitola 4.

Nasledujici tabulky nepredstavuji univerzalni Sablonu ani vycerpavajici ndvod. Levé
sloupce obsahuji autentické nebo mirné adaptované formulace z internetu. Maskulina
jsou zvyraznéna tu¢nym pismem. Znéni pravé Casti tabulek ¢astecné limitovala sna-
ha dodrzet obsah predlohy, a presto se nékdy naslo i vice feSeni. Pouzité prostredky
a postupy jsou uvedeny v komentarich pod tabulkami a shrnuty v zavéru.

1. Webové stranky, medialni prezentace, popis ¢innosti a sluzeb

Pavodni formulace Alternativy a zdafilé priklady z praxe

1 | Vita Vas mésto, jehoz ob¢ané po cela staleti | Vita Vas mésto, v némz lidé po celd staleti
pretvareli svoji schopnost, zru¢nost a um do | pretvareli svoji schopnost, zru¢nost a um

hodnot, jimz dodnes sklddame svij obdiv do hodnot, jimz dodnes skladdme svij obdiv
2 | Podporujeme své zaméstnance ve vsech Podporujeme Vés ve viech etapach Vaseho
etapach jejich zivota (Z interni komunikace) Zivota
3 | Myslime i na kolegy, ktefi se museji starat Pro péci o nemocného ¢lena' rodiny
o nemocného ¢€lena rodiny, a ddvame jim dostanete tyden volna navic / Kolegové
tyden volna navic. a kolegyné, pecujici o nemocného ¢lena
rodiny, dostanou tyden volna navic.
4 | Tato oblast definuje vztah mezi klientem Tato oblast definuje klientské vztahy s firmou
a firmou

4V roce 2000 protestovaly cizinky proti poce3tovani prijmeni u Ceského helsinského vyboru pro lidska
prava.
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5 | Turista, Student (nazvy rubrik) Turistika / Cestovani, Student*ka / Studujici /
Studentstvo
6 | Utad se opira o kvalifikované odborniky Urad se opiré o kvalifikované odbornice
a odborniky?/ ... odborné sily
7 | Obéan mlze pozadat o vydani cestovniho O vydanf cestovniho pasu Ize pozadat ve
pasu ve zkracené lhaté zkracené Ihaté / ... mlzete zadat
8 | Informace jsou k dispozici u pracovnic Informace podéa odbor majetku mésta
odboru majetku mésta
9 | Nahladené zmény ordina¢nich hodin Nahl&sené zmény ordina¢nich hodin
praktikd béhem léta praktickych lékarek a lékart béhem léta
10 | Zaméfime se na efektivni rozmisténi Zaméfime se na efektivni rozmisténi
odpadkovych ko3l s cilem poskytnout odpadkovych ko3l v zajmu co nejlepsiho
obé&antm co nejlepsi komfort komfortu / ... s cilem poskytnout vam
11 | Na novém odboru investic a spravy majetku Na novém odboru investic a spravy majetku
vznikne pozice odpadového hospodare, vznikne pozice odpadové*ho hospodare*ky
ktery bude koordinovat svoz odpadu pro koordinovanf svozu odpadu / ... pozice
hospodare*ky pro koordinaci svozu odpadu
12 | Nazev pracovni pozice Pracovnik Centra Ndzev pracovni pozice Pracovnik*ice Centra
volného ¢asu volného ¢asu
13 | K zdsahdim do vyznamného krajinného K zasahlm do vyznamného krajinného prvku
prvku si musi ten, kdo zasah zamysli, opatfit | je nezbytné zavazné stanovisko organu
zavazné stanovisko organu ochrany prirody ochrany pfirody / ... si opatrete
14 | Obcanské informacni centrum je nazev pro Obcanské informacni centrum je nazev pro
soucast Méstského uradu XY, kde si obc¢an soucast Méstského uradu XY, kde si mazete
mUze vyfidit fadu zalezitosti, jez pro ného vyridit fadu zélezitosti, jez pro vés Grad
Urad zajistuje zajistuje
15 | Naklady hradi zadatel Néklady hradi Zadatel*ka

Poznamky k tabulce:
' Pfi nahromadéni maskulin Ize nékterd v textu ponechat — zde je ddlezitéjsi alternovat , kolegy”.

2 Poradi rodU Ize stfidat; kdo chce, klade Zenské tvary na prvni misto — tak je tomu napfiklad

v rakouské némciné. Zensky a muzsky tvar nezahrnuje nebinarni identity; fe3f je ale neutraini vyraz
odborné sily.

Komentar: Maskulinum pouzivame stridmé. Cilové skupiny, zejména ty podreprezento-
vané oznacCujeme adresné. Zvlastni pozornost vénujeme nazvam akci, spolkd, in-
stituci, webovych stranek, soutéZi, slavnosti. O vysledné verzi ndzvu rozhoduje zamér
a ko(n)text. Misto Sportovec roku slo zvolit ndzev Sportovni osobnost roku. Porfad
CT Sama doma se mohl jmenovat S ndmi doma, a tak ziskat ke sledovani vice lidi.>
Projekt CT Reportéfi na startu by moznéa prived! nové talenty, kdyby se nazyval Re-
portér*ka na startu.

5 Na opakovany pfsemny navrh zvazit zmé&nu odpovédéla CT, Ze nazev je zavedend znacka a nebude
jej ménit.
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Maskulina méze nahradit vespolné oznaceni /idé misto obcané (priklad ¢. 1 v ta-
bulce). Lze vyuzit deixe (2) — odkazu na osoby, situaci, misto, ¢as apod. Deixe dobre
propojuje komunikujici, proto se objevuje na pravé strané tabulek vicekrat. Explicitni
pojmenovani zen a muz (6) mize lépe vyjadrit soudrznost tymu; jsou-li mezi nami
nebinarni lidé, vyjadiime to nékterym z prostiedk( uvedenych nize. Nazvani instituce
(8) umoznilo vyhnout se ,tradi¢ni” genderové délbé domén na trhu prace. Pfi nahro-
madéni vice maskulin (3) zvazime, které je strategicky (nej)dtlezitéjsi, a obménime
je. Alternativy mohou byt kratsi (2, 4, 7, 8, 10, 13), avsak nic se nestane, kdyz budou
del3i. Zdvofilost by méla mit vzdy prednost pred jazykovou ekonomii.

U pracovnich pozic by inkluzivni tvary mély byt samoziejmosti. V psanych textech
se vziva hvézdicka (11, 12, 15) i jiné zplsoby. Nebinarni lidé tak okamzité poznaji, ze
texty jsou urceny také jim a Ze instituce je vici nim vstficna. Oslovovani a oznacovani
cilovych skupin vsech pohlavi dobfe fesi neutralizujici opisy (6, za lomitkem). Vice
informaci o nebinarnich jazykovych prostfedcich obsahuje kapitola 4.

2. Zpravy, pozvanky, vyzvy, vzkazy, upozornéni

Pavodni formulace Alternativy a zdafrilé priklady z praxe

16 | Obcané mistnich ¢asti predstavili Obcanky a ob¢ané mistnich ¢asti
zastupclim vedeni mésta navrhy projektd predstavili vedeni mésta navrhy projektt /

... lidé z mistnich ¢asti pfedstavili...

17 | Do ankety se zapojilo 327 respondentt Do ankety se zapojilo 327 lidi

18 | Prijdte se podivat, co dovedou vytvorit Prijd'te se podivat, co dovedou vytvorit
Sikovné ruce nasich spoluobéanti Sikovné ruce

19 | Mésto vyhlasuje poskytnuti stipendia pro tfi Mésto vyhladuje poskytnuti stipendia pro
studenty jakékoliv vysoké $koly v CR tFi studuijici jakékoliv vysoké skoly v CR

20 | Upozorriujeme ¢tenare, Ze v srpnu Upozornujeme, Ze v srpnu nevyfizujeme
nevyfizujeme meziknihovni vyptjcky meziknihovn{ vypujcky

21 | Zajemci se mohou hlasit u pani XY Mate-li zajem, hlaste se u pani XY

22 | Pozehnané Velikonoce vam preji v3ichni PoZehnané Velikonoce vém preje Vase
zaméstnanci Charity Charita

23 | Timto bych chtél podékovat za spolupraci Timto bych chtél podékovat za spolupraci
viem mistnim aktéram z fad zastupca skol, | Vam viem z mistnich skol, socialnich
socidlnich sluzeb a afednika sluzeb a Uradd

24 | Budou se konat soutéze, hry, zabava Budou se konat soutéze, hry, zdbava
pro malé i velké acastniky je zajisténa. pro malé i velké je zajisténa.

25 | Pfedstavitelé mésta XY zvou nasi mladez ve | Mésto XY zve nadi mladez ve véku 14
véku 14 az 20 let na diskusnf forum az 20 let na diskusni férum / Zveme nasi

mladez...
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Komenta¥: Zpravy o vefejném déni jsou komplexnéjsi, kdyz explicitné jmenuji
zeny (16). Vyzkumy zjistily, Ze oslovovani Zzen ptibyva pred volbami. Cast&jsiho vysky-
tu vice dvojslovnych vyraz( neni tfeba se obavat; napriklad v rakouské némciné se
davno vzily, a pokus ucinit maskulinum normou v roce 2014 ztroskotal na nesouhlasu
verejnosti. Vespolné substantivum, napfiklad osobnost (oznaceni v nékterém rodg,
referovani na vsechny zucastnéné (16, za lomitkem). Vétsinu vyrobkd (18) mozna vyro-
bily Zeny ¢i déti; i kdyby tomu tak nebylo, spoluobcany mizeme vynechat. Slovesné
pFidavné jméno oslovi cilové skupiny zdvorileji nez maskulinum (19).6 Ucinek prani
nebo podékovani posilime nazvanim celé instituce (22), nikoli , pouze” zaméstnancd,
aktér( v maskulinu (23), pfi¢emz mizeme opét pouzit deixi.

3. Podpora mladych lidi

Pavodni formulace Alternativy a zdafilé priklady z praxe

26 | Na start se postavi vice nez 150 mladych Na start cyklistického zavodu se postavi vice
cyklistt ze tfinacti zemi nez 150 divek a chlapct / 150 mladych lidi ze

trinacti zemi

27 | Zavodu se mohou zUcastnit jak déti rybafi, Zavodul se mohou zUcastnit i déti bez
tak i nerybafi zkusenosti s rybafenim

28 | V ramci volejbalového turnaje se utkalo V rdmci volejbalového turnaje se utkalo
celkem 3est tymd. Pét z nich tvorili Zaci, celkem 3est tymU: pét zakovskych a 3esty,
Sesty tym byl sloZen z ugiteld skoly slozeny z vyucujicich

29 | Zavod miru nejmladsich sportovct Zavod miru nasich nejmladsich

30 | Nejeden détsky zavodnik si mohl Nejedna divka ¢i chlapec si mohli vyzkouset,
vyzkouset, jaké by to bylo na takovém stroji jaké by to bylo na takovém stroji se projet /
se projet V3sichni si mohli vyzkouset...

Komentaf: Mladi lidé predstavuji budoucnost podniku, obce, regionu. Jazykova pod-
pora se proto vyplati. Strany, krouzky, kluby a akce mohou rozsifit ¢lenskou zakladnu
a ziskat talenty, kdyz pouZiji intenzivné oslovuijici jazykové strategie. Presto, ¢i pravé
proto, Ze se divky uci byt ,zahrnovany” pod maskulinum (26), jim dame explicitnim
oznacenim najevo, Ze o nich obec ¢ instituce vi a Ze jsou vitany (30).” Dbame na
to, aby maskulinum nezaviralo divkdm a nebinarnim mladym lidem dvefe k novym
prilezitostem i k svobodné volbé povolani. Dvéma maskulinim se Ize podle okolnosti
vyhnout (28). Ve verzi (29) je pouzita deixe (nasich).

6 V ¢estiné se bézné pouzivaji slovesna adjektiva kupujici, prodavajici, cestujici, pracujici apod. V nékterych
padech mohou mit rodové specifické koncovky. Pak vypiseme prosté cely tvar nebo pouzijeme kraceny
tvar, napfiklad prikaz studujici*ho.

7 Vyhybame se rodové nerovnému spojeni , dév¢ata a chlapci”.
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4. Komunikace s lidmi a o lidech nezjisténych nebo nebinarnich
identit

Pavodni formulace Alternativy a zdafilé priklady z praxe

31 | Vazeny pane Dolejsi Dobry den?

32 | ... v poslednim e-mailu jste zadal/a... ... v poslednim e-mailu zadate...

33 | Dékujeme, Ze jste se zucastnil/a... Dékujeme Vam za Gcast na...

34 | Sdélte prosim, zda byste preferoval/a... Sdélte prosim, zda preferujete...

35 | Byli bychom radi, kdybyste odpovédél/a Uvitame Vasi odpovéd do tydne / Uvitame,
do tydne kdyz ndm odpovite do tydne

36 | Pfijmeme ekonoma/ekonomku Prijmeme ekonoma/ekonomku (muze,

Zenu, X) / Prijmeme ekonomku/ekonoma
(z, m, x) / Pfijmeme ekonomku*ekonoma /
Prijmeme ekonoma:ekonomku / Pfijmeme
ekonoma_ku

37 | Nabidka prace: obchodni feditel Nabidka prace: obchodni feditel:ka /
obchodni feditelKa / obchodni feditel*ka /
obchodni feditel_ka / sales manager

38 | Pozadavky na pozici sales manager: jste Pozadavky na pozici sales manager: mate
zkuseny uzivatel PC uzivatelskou zkudenost s PC

39 | Kde jste studoval/studovala? Kde studovaly*i? Kde studovalyi?

40 | Kde jste studoval/pracovala? Jaké mate vzdélani? Jakou mate praxi?

41 | Autofi Autorstvo

42 | Chcise vam predstavit... / Nejdfive se Radu bych se vam predstavilu... / Rade bych
vam predstavim... (Nebindrni mluvci)* se vam predstavile... Radx bych se vam

predstavilx...

Poznamky k tabulce:

3 Neutralni pozdrav je vstricnéjsi nez Vazeny pane/Vazena pani. Dal3i testovani jazyka mdze objevit
nové moznosti.

4 Néktefi nebinarni mluvei preferuji v rdmci moznosti formulace, jimiz nesdéluji rod.

Komenta¥: Ceska verejnost ¢asto pfilis rychle usuzuje, Ze piijmeni bez -ové oznacu-
je muze. Jenze Robin Dolejsi nebo Ellis White mdze byt Zena, muz i nebinarni osoba.
Komunikaci s mladymi lidmi nebinarnich identit dnes stale castéji fesi vyucujici ve
skolach. Vhodné oslovovani snizuje napéti, posiluje lidskou ddstojnost, a tak funguje
také proti Sikané.

V jednani s nebindrnimi mluv¢imi vzdy respektujeme rod, ktery preferuji. Dokud
nezjistime, ktery to je, pouzivdme neutraini formulace (31-35, 39). Zdvorilé je zeptat
se: . Jak se prosim chcete nechat oslovovat?” Ignorovani zvoleného rodu je misgen-
derovani, prehlizeni preferovaného jména trans osoby se nazyva deadnaming.

Mnozi trans lidé nepouzivaji své plvodni jméno (nebo jména), nybrz rodové neutralni
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jméno (zvané téz unisex jméno). MUZze o né ostatné zadat kdokoli — tuto skutec¢nost
se verejnost dozvédéla teprve v roce 2022.8

V ¢estiné se vyvijeji zplsoby, jak manévrovat mezi rody nebo mimo né. Patii k nim
onikani (39) — tyka se osob, které o onikani pozadaly. V mluveném projevu rozdil
mezi -y a -i vétsinou neni slyset; zplsob psani koncovek se testuje v nebinarni komu-
nikaci. Ve stfednim rodé oslovujeme a oznacujeme osoby, které se s nim identifi-
kuiji. V Cestingé se kromé toho vypracovavaji specifickd osobni zajmena, pfipony,
koncovky (42).

V psanych textech si vetejnost zvyka na hvézdieku: ,Zadatel*ka obdrzi...”. Stej-
né vhodnou variantou je podtrzitko (Zadate/_ka), dvojtecka (Zadatel ka), tecka na
stied: Zadatel-ka. Je mozné se na pracovisti dohodnout a sjednotit zpUsob psani po-
dle toho, co nam vyhovuje. Také vzhled textu pfitom mdze hrat roli.

Nepotrebuiji Zzddné dodatky ¢i vysvétlivky, aby bylo jasné, Ze zahrnuji vsechna pohlavi
a identity.® Stoji-li anglické oznaceni v ¢eském vétném kontextu (38), upravime jej.

Pomoci prostiedkl Ceské slovotvorby a flexe Ize tvofit ¢i obmérovat slova (41, 42).
Vyraz ,,autorstvo” pouzivaji vysoce profesionalni tymy.'® V cestiné se testuji a postup-
né ujimaji koncovky -e, -u, -x; posledné jmenovanou lze pouzit také jako zakonceni
substantiv: , profesorx” — vyslovuje se [iks]. Lingvistickd obec mdze promény jazyka
verejného projevu i jazyka umélecké tvorby sledovat, zkoumat a za ¢as ovérit, zda
a jak obohatily slovni zasobu.

5. Aby texty nebobtnaly

Jazyk Ustavy CR a mnoho jinych préavnickych textl jsou rezidua dob, kdy se s Ze-
nami v politice nepocitalo. Svéd¢i o tom pasaz s celkem jedenacti mluvnickymi znaky
maskulina na tfech fadcich: ,,Dnem, kdy se poslanec nebo senator ujal Gradu
prezidenta republiky, nebo dnem, kdy se ujal funkce soudce nebo jiné funkce
neslucitelné s funkci poslance nebo senatora, zanika jeho mandat poslance nebo
senatora.”

Tento Uryvek preformulovala M. Pravdové z Ustavu pro jazyk ¢esky (2015, MF Dnes)
zpUsobem, ktery patrné mél naznacit potize rovného jazykového pojednavani osob
v Cestiné: ,Dnem, kdy se poslanec/poslankyné nebo senator/senatorka ujal/a Uradu
prezidenta/prezidentky republiky, nebo dnem, kdy se ujal/a funkce soudce/soudkyné

8 I§apito|u v pfiru¢ce M. Knappové Jak se bude Vase dité jmenovat? (2017), podle niz postupovaly matriky
v CR analyzovala Valdrova (2022). Na zakladé zjisténi bylo zastaveno vydavani knihy.

 Rodoveé specifickym vyrazam se mluvei vyhybaji. Nepouzivaji tudiz ,genericka” oznaceni jako chairman,
nybrz rodové neutralni chair aj.

19 Srov. napfiklad https://muzskepravo.cz/autorstvo/.
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nebo jiné funkce neslucitelné s funkci poslance/poslankyné nebo senatora/senatorky,
zanika jeho/jeji mandat poslance/poslankyné nebo senatora/senatorky.”

K symetrizaci textu ale stacilo vyuzit pFivlastkl: ,Poslanecky nebo senatorsky
mandat zanika dnem nastupu do prezidentské, soudcovské nebo jiné funkce, neslu-
Citelné s timto mandatem.” Tato verze navic plati pro kazdé pohlavi.

Kromé zbyte¢ného vypisovani dvojich tvarl se v textech mdzeme vyhnout i opa-
kovani adjektiv. Formulaci , praktickych lékarek a Iékarl” (9, vyse) se rozumi prak-
tické lékarky a prakticti lékafi, srov. ,kazdy novy kolega nebo kolegyné”, ,cestuje-
te-li s registrovanym partnerem/partnerkou”, téz v kracené verzi ,,...s registrovanym
partnerem*-kou".

6. Pfeklady a tlumoceni z hlediska ozna¢ovani osob

V roce 1850 zaved| britsky parlament do textd tzv. generické maskulinum, aby se ne-
musela opakovat zajmena he/she. Od 70. let 20. stoleti se ale pod tlakem vefejnosti
zacalo v angli¢ting, némciné a dalSich jazycich maskulinum kritizovat jako diskrimi-
nacni prostredek.

Na podnéty Zen, vystupujicich ve vefejné sféfe se po celém svété vcetné USA, Ka-
nady a Australie zacaly hledat a testovat zpUsoby rovného oznacovani zen a muzd;
angli¢tina se mimo jiné vratila k alternovani he/she. V némciné narostla frekvence
prechylovani, coz je jedna z cest i pro ¢estinu.

V ¢eském odborném tisku se zpravy o rovném jazykovém pojednavani osob v cizich
jazycich (némciné a anglicting) objevily v 90. letech 20. stoleti. Pfedstavovaly téma
zkreslené a zavrhly je jako importovany problém, ktery se Udajné Cestiny netyka."
Prvni Ceska jazykova doporuceni (Valdrova 2001) tak zlstala prakticky bez ode-
zvy.

Dnes patfi inkluzivni vyjadfovani k vyznamnym problémdm, mimo jiné v oblas-
ti umélé inteligence. Institut KInIT (Bratislava) analyzoval strojové preklady text(
z cizich jazykd do slovenstiny; shledal systémové nedostatky, legitimizujici genderovou
délbu prace. V prekladech predvoleny rod je maskulinum, avsak femininum se ocita
v textech, které pojednavaji o domnéle Zenskych zalezitostech jako emoce, rodina,
péce o zdravi aj.

Pri tlumoceni a prekladu z ciziho jazyka do ¢eStiny mohou nastat tyto pfipady:
a) V cizim jazyce bylo k oznacovani osob pouzito ,,generické” maskulinum. To sice

neodpovida narokdim na ndleZitosti textu (srov. bibliografické udaje nize), avsak

prekladatel*ka ¢i tlumocnik*ice pouzije rovnéz ,,generické” maskulinum.

" Autorky a autofi mimo jiné tvrdili bez empirickych ddkazl, ze generické maskulinum rovnou mérou
oznacuje Zeny i muze. Detailné in Valdrova 2018, 2023.
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b) Cizojazy¢ny text nebo promluva jsou genderované.”? Byly v nich pouzity strategie
a prostfedky rodové vyvazeného jazyka (tj. rovného pojednavani zen a muz() nebo
inkluzivniho jazyka (totéz se zahrnutim nebinarnich osob). Cesky preklad nebo tlu-
moceni musf tento styl dodrzet, jinak nebude odpovidat originalu.

7. Pravni stranka pouzivani mluvnickych prostiedkut

Pravni stranku jazykovych doporuceni pro inkluzivni pouzivani jazyka posoudila
pravnicka Mgr. et Mgr. P. Spondrova, expertka na jazyk v pravu, ombudsmanka FF UK
a spolueditorka knihy Muzské pravo (2020):'3

,Cesky pravni tad (Ustava CR, Listina zakladnich prav a svobod, obc¢ansky zako-
nik nebo trestni zakonik, predpisy spravniho prava, jednaci fad vlady nebo metodika
hodnoceni dopadl RIA, apod.) nikde neobsahuje zavazné pokyny pro zpracovani
predpist ve vztahu k inkluzivnimu jazyku ani povinnost preference muzského rodu
jednotného ¢isla. Pouziti inkluzivniho jazyka je v souladu s pravnimi predpisy
a neohrozuje legalitu, uc¢innost ¢i vymahatelnost predpist, obecnych sdélent,
prekladd nebo vystupl tlumoceni, jsou-li v nich osoby oznacovany jednoznacné, sro-
zumitelné a nezaménitelné.”

8. Jazykova kreativita

Jazykovédec Noam Chomsky rozlisuje pravidly Fizenou kreativitu (rule-governed
creativity) a pravidla ménici kreativitu (rule-changing creativity). Pro alternovani
maskulin a inkluzivni vyjadfovani ma cestina prekvapivé rozmanity potencial. Presto
témér neexistuji Ceské publikace, jez by podporovaly vefejnost v kreativni praci s ja-
zykem.

Nebinarni mluvei napfiklad stridaji rody a mluvi o sobé jednou v Zenském, jindy
v muzském rodé. Porusuji tim stavajici mluvnicka pravidla a nastoluji nova. To je le-
gitimni testovani jazyka, ktery ma zprostfedkovat nebinaritu bez ohledu na to, kdo
o ni mluvi nebo pise.

Dejme tomu, Ze chceme citlivé referovat o nebindrni osobé. Vyjdeme z mirné
upravené autentické zpravy z roku 2021 o coming outu umélecké osobnosti.'* Inklu-
zivni verze citlivé doprovazi zménu identity: ,,Znamy politik Florian Novak ucinil na

12 Genderovani, genderovat a pfivlastek genderovan- jsou Ceska synonyma pro inkluzivni vyjadfovani,
pouzivana napfiklad v angli¢tiné a némciné: srov. gendered world, richtig gendern apod.

3 Vlyjadreni bylo autorce Metodiky poskytnuto pisemné 16. 11. 2023.

* Jména a povolani jsou zménéna.
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socidlnich sitich prohlaseni o své identité. ,Nejsem gay, jak jsem se domnival, nybrz
heterosexudlini zena,’ napsala. Cek& mé slozitd zména pohlavi, ale kone¢né se citim
spravné a muj zivot mi dava smysl, svéfila se politicka.” Referujici presné cituje vy-
povéd v muzském rodé (,jak jsem se domnival”), aviak na rozdil od plvodni zpravy
podpofiinkluzivni text novou identitu politicky pouzitim sloves s zenskou koncovkou:
.hapsala”, ,svéfila se politicka” (misto ,,napsal”, ,svéril se politik”).

9. Vizualizace

Vizualizace (grafiky, obréazky, fotografie, pfipadné se slovnim doprovodem) ¢asto vy-
povidaji o tom, jaké je v dané instituci postaveni zen a mensin a zda se tim vlibec
nékdo zabyva. Naznacuji to plakaty s vyctem vylu¢né muzskych jmen v diskusnich
manelech, pfipadné s motivy jednajicich muzl, zabéry z akci, kde prevladaji ¢i jednaiji
pouze muzi, fotografie tym0 bez Zen nebo s Zenami nékde na kraji ¢i vzadu, grafy
s muzskymi figurkami, ackoliv se téma tykéa vsech.

Vizualizace maji prezentovat instituci, komunikovat s vefejnosti, zvat k Ucasti. Na-
zev Klub $achisti nemotivuje ke vstupu divky, doprovazi-li jej fotografie chlapcl nad
Sachovnici. Rodice divek pak telefonicky vyjasfiuji, zda klub divky vlbec pfijima. Fo-
tografie osob (zvlasté mluveich) i tymd by nemély vypadat tak, ze by Zeny Sirokymi
Usmévy ztélesrovaly laskavost a vazni muzi v oblecich odbornost. Setfit Usmévy se
vyplati uz proto, Zze ne vzdy sdélujeme Usmévné obsahy. DUllezitou roli hraji vyrazy
oblicejd, pozice a velikost postav, typ a barva oblecent, pozadi.

Alarmujici poznatky pfinaseji analyzy vizualizaci, vygenerovanych umélou inte-
ligenci, kde muzi byvaji zobrazovani se v3i dlstojnosti a Zeny znazorfiovany lehce
erotizujicim zpUsobem.

10. Shrnuti: Doporuc¢ované jazykové postupy a prostiedky

Prvnim a nezbytnym krokem k rovnému jazykovému pojednavani je uvazlivé pouzi-
vani tzv. generického maskulina. Zpocatku postaci upravit jedno ¢i nékolik klicovych
maskulin v textu. Brzy se dostavi rutina a prekvapeni nad neprebernymi moznostmi
cestiny.

Projevy koncipujeme se zfetelem k naplnéni zaméru a sloZeni skupiny. V tabulkach
byly pouzity riizné prostfedky a postupy, jez Ize podle potfeby kombinovat. Jsou
to tyto:

1. Doplnéni Zenskych jazykovych tvara, také pomoci pripon a koncovek zen-
ského rodu. Nepouzivame zavorky, nybrz lomitka: lektor/ka. Grafickymi symbo-
ly (hvézdickou, podtrzitkem apod.) naznacujeme diverzitu pracovnich tymd.

| 143 |



A/ DOKUMENT / THE GENDER FILES

MUzeme, ale nemusime naznacit spojovnikem predél mezi kmenem a pfiponou
(klient*-ka, klient*ka) nebo hlaskovou zménu: zakaznik*-ice, podpis zakaznika*-

ice.

2. Abstrahovani od rodu. Maskulina Ize nékdy vynechat, jindy prostiidat oznacenim

oboru, ¢innosti, instituce nebo je nahradit pfimym oslovenim: Vas podpis misto
Podpis Zadatele.

3. Pfidavné jméno, privlastek neshodny, slovesné pfidavné jméno. Oznaceni vy-

ucujici, studujici, kupujici, pecujici, vedouci, referujici sice v nékterych padech vy-
Zaduji rodové specifické koncovky (tam vyuZzijeme lomitek nebo jinych postupl
inkluzivniho jazyka), avsak dobre pini funkci alternativ maskulina.

4. Podstatné jméno vespolné. Nazvy osob détj, lidé, osoba, osobnost, autorita

atd. oznacuji bez ohledu na jejich mluvnicky rod rozli¢na pohlavi. Vespolné sub-
stantivum host a mnoho dalsich mGzeme prechylit: ,Vitame nasi vzacnou hostku”.

5. Podstatné jméno hromadné. Nazvy profesorstvo, Ctenarstvo, autorstvo aj. (po-

dle Zactvo, osazenstvo) jasné oznacuji danou skupinu. Lze je bez vyhrad pouZzivat
a tvorit dalsi.

6. Deixe, tj. propojeni textu s mimojazykovym kontextem odkazem na osoby, mista,

¢as.

7. Opis. Misto ,Kde jste studoval / studovala?” se ptame ,Jaké mate vzdélani?”
8. Nebinarni koncovky. Pouzivani koncovek -u, -e nebo -x a pfipony -x je otazkou

zvyku.

9. St¥idani roda k vyjadreni fluidity pohlavi: ,Byla jsem v kiné a shlédl jsem ten
film.”

10. Onikani v mnozném ¢isle. Specifika nebindrniho onikani jsou uvedena v kapi-
tole 4.

11. Stiedni rod. Nékteri, zvlasté mladi nebinarni lidé o sobé mluvi ve stfednim rodé.

Pokud na ném trvaji, vyhovime jim.

12. Anglické nazvy profesi nebo pozic jsou v drtivé vétsiné pouzitelné pro rlizna

Lu

pohlavi.

dwig Wittgenstein srovnaval jazyk s hrou. Mdze byt zabavna a kreativni. Pfemys-

livkynim a pfemyslivcim se nékdy podafi vytvorit neotfely vyraz, ktery kontrola pra-

VO

pisu podtrhne ¢ervenou vinovkou. Avsak pravé neobvykly vyraz mdze upoutat

pozornost, zapUsobit jako reklama i pozvanka a dobfe ,prodat” text.

Jedina stala vlastnost jazyka je jeho proménlivost. Pravo na existenci ma kazdé

smysluplné, vystizné a funkéni nové slovo, tvar slova nebo slovni spojeni. Jazyk se
vyviji tak, jak se vyvijeji pojmenovaci potifeby mluvcich, a demokratické obsahy nelze

ko

munikovat androcentrickym jazykem.
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Filozofky — Zeny rGznych generaci
Jan Misovic

Buxton, R., Whiting, L. 2022. Kralovny filosofie. Zivot a odkazy nedocenénych Zen filosofie.
Praha: Ocelot.

Ceské odborné verejnosti se dostala do rukou publikace, ktera predstavuje filozofic-
ka témata Zenskyma ocima. Takovy pocin ma urcité své opodstatnéni uz proto, Ze
v nejrliznéjsich filozofickych publikacich Ize zaznamenat prakticky Uplnou prevahu
prispévkd muz. Autorky pouzily pro svou knihu mirné nadsazeny nazev Kralovny
filosofie, pfitom by ji mozna vice slusel titul Myslitelky v déjinach, ale zejména v sou-
Casnosti. | na prebalu knihy pisi o myslitelkach. Zaroven dodavaji, ze zamérné ope-
ruji se Sirokou definici ,filozofek”. Autorsky zamér pfriblizit filozofky napfi¢ déjinami
a kontinenty se urcité z ¢asti podaril, ale v dalsich pramenech by se nasly mnohé jiné,
které by si uvedené oznaceni rovnéz zaslouzily. Tento nedostatek si uvédomuji i samy
tvarkyné a v dodate¢ném seznamu uvadeéji témér stovku jmen, opét jen s urcitym te-
ritoriainim dosahem. Editorky spolu s osmnécti dalsimi spolupracovnicemi predstavily
Zivot a tvorbu dvaceti osobnosti zejména z angloamerického svéta, z nichz polovina
pusobila v minulych desetiletich nebo je aktivnii v sou¢asnosti. Jednotlivé pfispévky
jsou psané s rozdilnou erudici, bez jednotici obsahové struktury, k jejich pfednostem
vsak patfi vyuziti vsech poznatkdl, vcetné nejnovéjsich, zddrazriujicich pfinosy pred-
stavenych postav pro intelektualni kulturu nasi civilizace.

Jako prvni je uvedena malo zndma a doposud opomijena osobnost, ktera sehra-
la vyznamnou roli pfi vzniku antické filozofie, resp. filozofie vibec, a to je Diotima
z Platonova Symposionu. At uz bude platit verze, Ze jde o smyslenou postavu jako
ilustraci idealniho filozofického mysleni, nebo o historickou osobnost, jeji plsobeni
mélo nezanedbatelny vliv na Sékratovy argumenty od jeho mladi. Sdkrates mohl od
Diotimy ziskat to, co je nejcenngjsi v jeho filozofickém odkazu, metodologii.

K fascinujicim postavam koncici prvni poloviny prvniho tisicileti patfi Hypatie
z Alexandrie, matematicka, astronomka a filozofka. Dobovéa svédectvi dokumentu;ji
jeji véhlas v oblasti matematiky a popularitu a oblibu jejich filozofickych prednasek.
Vyznacovala se otevienosti k rozdilnym perspektivam tehdejsi doby, vénovala se vy-
kladu myslenek Platéna, Aristotela a dalsich filozofl v ramci Skolnf vyuky i na verej-
nosti a patfila k vynikajicim popularizatorm filozofie.

K svébytnym predstaviteldm filozofického a spolecenského prostredi Kasmiru
14. stoleti patfila filozofka a basnitka Lalla. V obdobi Ustupu hinduismu a buddhis-
mu islamskému vlivu se stala univerzalni osobnosti, na niz si délaly narok jak hindu-
istické, tak islamské tradice. Praktikovala jogu a jeji filozofie byla bytostné prakticka,
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spojena s hledanim pravdy a svobody, sméfujici k radikalni pfeméné téla, mysli i vé-
domi. Postavila si nadmiru obtizny Ukol, snazila se o rozruseni bézné zakotvenych
pojmovych dualit, napf. inkluze—exkluze, vnitfni-vnéjsi, které se transformuji do Zzi-
votnich stereotypd. Jeji myslenkovy odkaz sméfuje k pfekonani zakorenéného spole-
Cenského emocniho a moralniho rozdéleni a svou filozofii svobody rozmélfiuje hierar-
chie a pfemostuje propasti mezi ndbozenstvimi, pohlavimi, sexualitami, jednotlivcem
a svétem.

Mary Astell ovlivnila filozofické mysleni na prelomu 17. a 18. stoleti nejen v Anglii.
Polozila zéklady feministické filozofii, ale vénovala se i teologii, metafyzice, epistemo-
logii a etice. ZdUrazriovala prevahu dusevni sféry nad materialnim svétem a pokladala
rozumovou reflexi za spolehlivéjsi nez védénf ziskané smyslovym vnimanim. Odvodila,
Ze zeny i muzi jsou si od pfirozenosti rovni v rozumovych schopnostech a v pfedpo-
kladech stat se ctnostnymi. V jejich pfistupech vychazejicich z kfestanskych pozic se
viak objevuji i rozpory, zejména pfi propojovani feminismu a hluboce zakofenéného
spolecenského konzervatizmu.

K pokracovatelkam feministického odkazu predchozi autorky patfi i Mary Wollsto-
necraft, kterd v druhé poloviné 18. stoleti zasvétila svij profesni Zivot vzdélavani di-
vek. Jeji nejslavnéjsi kniha Obrana prav Zen se v mnoha ohledech vénuje reformam
vzdélani. Reagovala na Velkou francouzskou revoluci napsanim Obrany lidskych prav.
Vyjadrila presvédceni, Ze svoboda znamena osvobozeni od nadvlady a predrevoluc¢ni
situaci chudiny pokladala za stav nepfijatelné zavislosti na bohatych. Jeji prvni filozo-
ficka disputace méla univerzalni povahu a netykala se jen samotnych Zen.

Harriet Taylor Mill vstoupila do povédomi védecké vefejnosti v poloviné 19. stoleti.
Napsala mnoho praci o manzelstvi, zenskych pravech, vzdélani zen a vlivu spolec¢-
nosti na jedince. Ostre kritizovala pravomoci manzell nad Zzenami a vyhrariovala se
i proti spolecenskému tlaku. Podilela se na jedné z kapitol Millovych Zasad politické
ekonomie. Oba propagovali systémy zaloZzené na sdileni zisku, napt. prostfednictvim
vyrobnich a spotrebnich druzstev. Rovnéz spolupracovala na spisu O svobodé (1859),
ktery patfi k jedné z nejzfetelnéjsich a nejvasnivéjsich obran svobody slova.

Ke dvéma neopomijenym myslitelkdm patii Hannah Arendt (1906-1975) a Simone
Beauvoir (1908-1986).

Prvni z nich, jak je zndmo, se zajimala o povahu politiky a politického svéta. Sama
odmitla oznaceni ,filozofka”. | dnes je aktudlni jeji myslenka o nastupu totalitarismu,
ktery spojuje s prerusenim mezilidskych vazeb. Totalitni rezim je zivotaschopny, pfi-
pomina Arendt, pokud se mu podafi zredukovat své obcany na jejich téla a zcela je
zbavit spolecenské a politické identity. Vci abstraktnim lidskym pravim byla skeptic-
ka. Vérila, ze mohou byt garantovana jen tém, kterym je pfiznano urcité Zivotni misto.
V jejim profilu je uvedeno i méné znamé vyjadreni vaci Africanm jako ,divochdim”
a ,barbardm” (s. 80).
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Simone de Beauvoir uz v roce 1944 rozvinula svou existencialistickou etiku. Od mla-
di se seznamovala s kulturou, ktera od divek ocekavala nendpadnost. Pfipominala, Ze
je nekonzistentni zddrazriovat hodnotu své svobody, aniz si dokazeme vazit svobody
jinych. Byla vérna myslence, Ze lidské bytosti jsou vymezovany ciny a v prlbéhu ¢asu
se neustale nové ,utvareji” na zakladé rozmanitych oblasti, které je formuji. Polemi-
zovala v3ak se svym Zivotnim druhem Sartrem v tom, do jaké miry si mizeme svobo-
du zvolit. Z jeji nejznaméjsi prace Druhé pohlavi vyplynulo, Ze se od Zen pfilis dlouho
ocekavalo, Ze prijmou sny muzd za vlastni. Vysvétiovala i pojeti autentické lasky, ktera
vyzaduje od obou partner( vzajemné uznani svobody.

Elizabeth Anscombe (1919-2001) je v knize oznacovana za jednu z nejdllezitéjsich
a nejzajimavéjsich postav filozofie 20. stoleti, je mozné dodat, ve Velké Britanii. Byla
studentkou Wittgensteina a podilela se na vydavani jeho dél. Jeji nejznamé;jsi kniha
Umysl je nékdy oznacovéna jako pralom ve filozofii jednani a ¢lanek Moderni filozo-
fie moralky ovlivnil sou¢asny vyvoj etiky ctnosti. Domnivala se, Ze lidé jsou odpovéd-
ni za Spatné nasledky svych Spatnych ¢ind. Pfi posuzovani moralni odpovédnosti za
zameérné konani je potfebné brat v Gvahu i to, Ze Ciny jsou uz ze své podstaty dobré
nebo $patné. Horlila proti vdem pristuplm v ramci filozofie moralky, které vychazeji
z predstavy jakéhosi moralniho zakonu, jimz se musime Fidit.

Mary Warnock (1924-2019) patfi k t¢m osobnostem, které politicky konvertovaly.
Z ptirozené konzervativni, inklinujici k torydim se pod vlivem udalosti druhé svétové
valky rozhodné posunula nalevo. Rozsahle se vyjadfovala k thatcherismu, kritizovala
podkopéavani vyssiho vzdélavani a pozadavek, aby vysoké skoly odpovidaly potfebam
prdmyslu. Velmi zasadné se vymezila vici predstavé, Ze neni jiné hodnoty nez ,spo-
fenf na blahobyt” (s. 115). Pokud je osobni bohatstvi vnimano jako nejvyssi hodno-
ta, lidé se mohou postupem casu stat zcela Ihostejnymi ke zplsobdm, které vedou
k jeho ziskani. Zaslouzila se o prosazeni discipliny zvané bioetika, spojené s problémy
doprovazejicimi rozvoj biologie, mediciny a zdravotnictvi. Warnock se soustfeduje na
roli jedince ve vztahu ke spolecenské komunité a na ¢innosti, které spojuji a upevnuji
celek, coz je predpokladem dobra.

Sophie Bosede Oluwole (1935-2018) se narodila v Nigérii, tehdejsi britské kolo-
nii. Vyznacovala se britkou kritikou takovych zapadnich filozofd, jakymi byli Hobbes,
Rousseau nebo Hegel, ktefi ve svych pracich oteviené vyjadfovali rasistické nazory.
Ve své posledni knize Sokratés a Orunmila: Otcové starovéké filozofie (2015) prichazi
s prlomovym srovnavanim Sokrata, zakladatele zapadni filozofie, a Orunmila, otce
africké filozofie.

Iris Marion Young (1949-2006) se po studiich filozofie stala v roce 2000 profesor-
kou politologie na univerzité v Chicagu. Vyprofilovala se jako jedna z nejvyznamnéjsich
feministickych myslitelek na svété. Odrazovym mastkem jeji kariéry byl text Sprave-
dinost a politika rozdilnosti, v némz zdlrazriuje vyznam mezilidskych vztahd jakozto
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vychodiska Uvah o spolecenské spravedinosti. Vedle materialni nerovnosti a stradani
poklada za podstatné zdroje nespravedinosti Utlak a nadvladu. Ve své posledni knize
Odpovédnost za spravedinost poukazuje na pficiny nepfiznivé osobni situace, které
mohou souviset i s urc¢itou nespravedlivou spole¢enskou strukturou.

Anita L. Allen (1953), profesorka prava a politologie na pravnické fakulté Pensyl-
vanské univerzity, je zakladatelkou filozofického oboru vénujicimu se soukromi. V re-
akci na myslenku Garcii Marqueze, podle néhoz viechny lidské bytosti maji tfi Zivoty,
vefejny, soukromy a tajny, nastolila soukromi jako naléhavé a osobni téma. V knize
Nepopularni soukromi: Co musime skryvat? se zabyva moralnimi dlsledky plsobeni
komunikac¢nich technologii ve vztahu k soukromi, pfitom zdlraziuje jeho etickou,
politickou a socialni dimenzi.

Azizah Y. Al-Hibri (1943), libanonsko-americka profesorka prava, se orientuje na
lidska prava a islamskou pravni védu. Ve svém vyzkumu dospiva k zavéru, Ze islamska
pravni tradice je dostate¢né pruzna na to, aby dokazala respektovat modernf Zivoty
a postoje muslimskych Zen. Podle ni jsou viak v zakonech muslimskych zemi zakot-
veny kulturni tradice, které se dostavaji s koranem a tradicemi prorok( do rozporu,
protoZe se pod vlivem déjinnych udalosti a stavajici praxe legitimizoval patriarchat. Je
stavitelkou mostd mezi zapadnimi a isldmskymi hodnotami.

Myslenky vice nez desitky predstavenych Zen ilustruji, Zze k filozofii od jejiho vzniku
do soucasnosti pfispivaji zajimavymi a podstatnymi naméty. Kniha rovnéz priblizu-
je, Zze uvedené osobnosti dokdZou otevirat témata, ktera zlstavala bez povsimnuti,
a tam, kde muzi hledaji rozpory, Zeny vnimaiji spole¢né sty¢né plochy. Jejich pohledy
jsou zpravidla prodchnuté hlubokymi humanistickymi zaméry. Kniha je pres uvedené
Uvodni pfipominky informacné bohata a mdze predstavovat rovnéz inspiraci pro dalsi
filozofické badanf a Gvahy o sou¢asném feminismu.

Laska, péce, solidarita. K novym narativim péce

Magdalena Jozova

Lynch, K. 2022. Care and Capitalism. New York: Wiley.

Kathleen Lynch pfichazi po vice neZ dekadé s novou knihou, kde vzajemné propoju-
je a prohlubuje vlastni vyzkumnou a analytickou praci na tématu péce a afektivnich
vztah( z poslednich patnéacti let od vydani jeji posledni knihy Affective Equality: Love,

Care, and Injustice (2009) a praci mnoha myslitel a myslitelek z oblasti kritickych
feministickych studii, politické ekonomie ¢i sociologie. Kathleen Lynch je socioloz-
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ka, feministka a emeritni profesorka na University College Dublin. V knize Care and
Capitalism (2022) systematicky analyzuje dopady souc¢asného kapitalismu na podobu
a moznosti spolecenskych vztahd a rozviji pozitivni narativ péce, ktery by mohl konku-
rovat ,kapitalocentrickému”' a produktové orientovanému mysleni. Timto pozitivnim
narativem je jejimu Ctenéafstvu jiz zndmy koncept , afektivni rovnost”, v jehoz stfedu
stoji apel na strukturalni uznani a ohodnoceni péce jako jadra spolecenskych vazeb.
V nové knize Lynch hloubéji zkouma, jak kapitalismus ovliviiuje pfemysleni o péci i jeji
poskytovani a praxi, jaké nerovnosti se skrze péci vytvari a prohlubuji a jaké dasledky
na jednotlivce a spole¢nost tyto nerovnosti maj.

Lynch svou novou knihou rozviji akademickou i sirsi spole¢enskou diskuzi tykajici se
.Krize péce”, v jejimz centru stoji pristupy mimo jiné autorek, jako je Nancy Fraser, Eva
Feder Kittay, Joan Tronto ¢i Sarah Ahmed. Kniha Care and Capitalism vychéazi z de-
baty kritizujici dopady souc¢asného kapitalismu z pozic kritické feministické teorie, ve
svém badani ale autorka védomé a cilené rozviji argumenty, které se vztahuji nejen
k systémové kritice, ale také k hledani novych cest ke spravedlivéjsi spole¢nosti. Tyto
cesty Lynch dlazdi pfesnou a bohatou argumentaci, ktera rozviji kritiku kapitalistické-
ho usporadani, ale s jasnym cilem nedrzet se pouze v reaktivni roviné.

Tézisté knihy lezi v analyze vztahl péce a afektivnich vztah( a kapitalistického fize-
ni, pricemz autorka ukazuje téma péce jako zasadni a klicové pro uvazovani o rovnos-
ti, solidarité a socialni spravedlnosti. Svou analyzou Lynch navazuje na dalsi témata,
kterym se ve své védecké praci dlouhodobé zabyva. V knize je tak vénovan prostor
dopaddm kapitalismu na nejriznéjsi spolecenské praxe v lokalni i globalni perspektivé
a na to, jakymi zpUsoby se v oblasti péce reprodukuji nerovnosti, ¢imz se autorka do-
stava ke kritice moci a mocenskych vztaha, k etice péce a politice uznani. Zaroven se
Lynch nesoustredi pouze na analyzu dlsledkd a dopadd, které ,kapitalocentrismus”
na spole¢nost ma. Konceptualizuje péci jako zakladni spolecensky kdmen, ktery lezi
a mél by lezet v zékladu vztaht védomé a ,,uznané” a ktery ma nekomodifikovatelny
charakter, ¢imz se stava mistem socialni rezistence.

Zakladni premisa knihy spociva v tom, Ze soucasny neoliberalni kapitalismus vytvari
takové prostredi, které oslabuje, devalvuje a omezuje jak uznani, tak praxi pecujicich
vztahd, jeZ jsou ale soucasné klicové pro rozvoj spole¢nosti. Tato devalvace navic do-
pada na urcité jednotlivce ¢i skupiny vice intenzivné a prohlubuije tak socialni, politické,
environmentalni, kulturni a ekonomické nerovnosti. Kapitalismus dle autorky urcuje
nejen praxi péce (tedy jeji praktickou podobu), ale také pfemysleni o péci (tedy jeji

! Kapitalocentrismus je koncept, kterym Kathleen Lynch poukazuje na dominantni postaveni kapitalismu
ve spolecenskych diskurzech a narativech a v praxi. Kapitalocentrismus posiluje myslenku, Ze kapitalismus
je jediny Zivotaschopny nebo pfirozeny ekonomicky systém, ¢imz omezuje premysleni o alternativnich
zpUsobech organizace spole¢nosti a tim v dlsledku i samotnou praxi.
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diskurzivni moznosti). Autorka uvazuje v tradici socidlniho konstruktivismu a vnima
vzajemné ustavovani socialnich struktur v diskurzivni i praktické roviné a chape kapi-
talismus jako socialné konstruovany proces, ktery vytvari normativni socidlné-ekono-
mické struktury a soucasné ovliviiuje lidsky charakter a to, kym se jako lidé stavame
a jakou spolecnost budujeme. Zaroven ale v duchu tradice socialniho konstruktivismu
Lynch vidi a v knize odhaluje také strukturalni momenty ,vzepreni se” vici témto
normativnim strukturdm. Cestu ,ven” vidi ve spolecenském pozadavku na , afektivni
rovnost”, jez by byla v centru spolecenské zmény.

Pro chapani argumentace v knize Care and Capitalism je pro ¢tendrstvo prvni vy-
zvou spravné uchopit myslenkové postupy, které Lynch dlouhodobé ve své badatelské
praci rozviji. Autorka v knize rozpracovava svlj koncept péce a tfi vztahovych sfér, jez
ji slouZi jako zé&kladnf analyticky rdmec pro zkoumani , afektivni rovnosti”.

V zakladu tento pfistup stoji na pojeti lidi jako afektivnich bytosti. Afektivita se pro-
jevuje ve ¢tyrech rovinach. V prvni fadé jsou lidé vztahové bytosti, které Ziji ve vaz-
bach zalozenych na silné vzajemné zavislosti: socialni, ekonomické, kulturni, politické
a environmentalni. Dale Lynch chape lidi v intencich zranitelnosti — kazdy ¢lovék je
nékdy ve svém zivoté velmi zranitelny a vylu¢né zavisly na péci nékoho jiného. Tretim
rozmérem je emocionalita a afektivni dimenze, kterou ma normativni racionalita ka-
Zdé socialni bytosti. Posledni charakteristikou je situovanost ¢lovéka jako pecovatele
¢i jako prijemce péce jak ve verejné, tak v soukromé sfére.

Ackoli se tyto charakteristiky mohou zdat jako schematické a kategorizujici, maiji
svoje opodstatnéni. Lynch uvazovanim o povaze lidského Zivota ukazuje na neoddis-
kutovatelné emociondlni potfeby a nevyhnutelné afektivni podminky, které jednotlivec
a potazmo celd spolecnost ke svému vyvoji potfebuji. Zaroven témito charakteristikami
také pfimo nabourava soucasny kapitalisticky diskurz péce, ktery uvazuje o lidskych
bytostech jako o autonomnich, raciondlnich, nezavislych a svobodnych individualitach.

Afektivni povaha lidi a potazmo spole¢nosti se pak projevuje v tom, co nazyva-
me péci. Péci autorka chape jako lidskou ¢innost, kterd prostupuje intimni a osobni
vztahy, ale i vztahy na komunitni, ndrodni a globalni Grovni. Je to nekoncici proces,
charakteristicky svou reproduktivnosti: udrzovanim, opravovanim a zlepsovanim Zzivo-
ta a jeho podminek obecné. Ma nékolik rovin, které vyzaduji odliSné kompetence, jako
je emocionalni prace (naptiklad pozornost, loajalita, pfipravenost, oddanost, proje-
vy starosti), dusevni a mentalni prace (napfiklad vychova, uceni, rozvijeni, naslou-
chani, vytrvalost) i fyzicka prace (napfiklad uklizeni ¢i vyzivovani). Péce je navic dle
Lynch zasadni a klicova i ve vztazich k ,,ne-lidskému” — k Zivotnimu prostredi a pla-
neté obecné.

Lynch péci zasazuje do tfi odlisnych sfér. Koncept tfi vztahovych sfér pomaha au-
torce odliSovat intenzitu, vzdalenost, odpovédnost a intimitu pecujicich vazeb. Jedna
se o lasku (love, love labour), péi (care, general care work) a solidaritu (solidarity, soli-
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darity work). Love labour je charakteristicka pro péci poskytovanou v rdmci nejblizsich
vztah(, rodin a domacnosti. Je spojena s pfimou emocionalni praci, s péci o blizké,
o déti a starsi ¢leny rodiny a také s vykonavanim domacich praci. Kli¢ova pro tento
typ péce je silna intimita a intenzita vazeb a nevyhnutelnost, dlouhodobost a pfima
odpovédnost, kterd je s touto péci spojena. Sféra general care work pak poukazuje
na vztahy, v nichZ je pfitomna jista mira volby v intenzité i v intimité a také mira dob-
rovolnosti, ¢asové nahodilosti a sdilené odpovédnosti. Typicky sem Lynch fadi vztahy
Sirsiho pribuzenstva, kolegl, pratel ¢i sousedl. Solidarity work je sféra, ktera se ne-
vyznacuje intimitou a zahrnuje ,,neznamé druhé”. Solidarita je pro autorku soubor
hodnot a socialnf praxe, jejimz cilem je vytvareni a udrZzovani komunit ¢i obcanska
angazovanost ve prospéch lokalnich a globalnich spolecenstvi.

Toto chapant lidskych bytosti, sfér péce a jejiho vzajemného plsobeni slouzi Lynch
k analyze soucasného kapitalismu a poukazani na strukturdlni prekazky k dosazeni
tzv. ,afektivni rovnosti”. , Afektivni rovnosti” pak Lynch mysli pozadavek na uznani
viech lidi jako afektivnich bytosti a tim i uznani péce jako hodnotné a nevyhnutelné
a soucasné pozadavek na rovné a spravedlivé distribuované moznosti a pfistupy k péci
a k projeviim péce ve viech trech sférach (tzv. LCS - love, care, solidarity).

Kniha Care and Capitalism na 200 stranach hutného textu ukazuje, jak je afektivni
rovnost nabouravéna soucasnym kapitalistickym fizenim a jak narusovani afektivnich
vztaht vede v disledku k nasili, vylouceni a socidlni nespravedinosti na lokalnich i glo-
balnich osach. Kniha je rozdélena do tfi hlavnich analytickych kapitol a osmi podka-
pitol a dopliiuje ji obsahla Uvodni a zavérecna ¢ast, kterd textu dodava Sirsi kontext
v ramci akademickych diskuzi a vyzkumné prace ostatnich autorek a autord. Lynch
kazdou ¢ast textu opatfuje shrnutim, coz poméaha pfi orientaci v tématech a v pre-
hlednosti a kontextu hlavnich konceptd, k nimz se autorka systematicky v textu ob-
raci. Autorka v celé knize prolina politickou, intelektudlni a ideologickou perspektivu.
V kazdé perspektivé ukazuje, jak kapitalismus na péci doléha a také jakym vyzvam
Celime, pokud , kapitalocentricky” narativ chceme zménit.

Prvni ¢ast knihy je vénovana tomu, jakou roli hraje péce v kapitalismu i mimo néj.
Lynch se vraci ke svému pojeti lidi jako afektivnich bytosti a argumentuje, Ze péce je
nezbytna pro lidsky Zivot a fungovani spole¢nosti, a to nezavisle na kapitalistickém
systému. Lynch zminuje, Ze , afektivni rovnost” nebyla nikdy dosazena v zadném sys-
tému a Ze kazdy systém historicky vedl a mdze vést k nerovnostem a nespravedinos-
tem v poskytovani péce. Tim autorka otevira i druhou ¢ast knihy. Soucasny kapitali-
smus je dle Lynch pfiznacny v tom, Ze jeho instituce jednak péci zneviditelfuji, ¢imz
neuznavaji a zakryvaji jeji hodnotu, a jednak péci vyuZzivaji pro své vlastni zajmy. To,
Ze je pécle devalvovana, je dle Lynch zakladnim dlvodem, proc jsou obecné Zeny ve
spole¢nosti uznavany méné, coz vede k dalsim specifickym projeviim strukturalnich
genderovych nerovnosti. Lynch zd(razriuje, Ze k péci jsou potifeba podminky a zdro-
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je, pficemz zakladni podminkou je ¢as. Zeny a lidé ze socialng, zdravotné, rasové ¢i
ekonomicky znevyhodnénych skupin maji ¢asto nerovny pfistup k ¢asu a k pfijimant,
delegovani ¢&i poskytovani péce, predevsim té, ktera je komodifikovatelna. V proble-
matice komodifikace péce ale Lynch vidi i moment naruseni ,kapitalocentrického”
pojeti péce — sféra love labour mdze byt oddélitelnd od druhych dvou sfér, protoze je
nekomodifikovatelna. Intimni vztahy jsou nenahraditelné ni¢im, co pfinasi trzni logika,
a proto je podle autorky laska a intimita politickym a socialnim mistem rezistence vUci
kapitalistickému fizeni. Druhou ¢ast knihy autorka uzavira analyzovanim ideologickych
neoliberalnich mytd, paradigmat a normativnich konceptl. Ukazuje, jak koncepty jako
soutézivost, Uspéch, produktivita, svobodna volba ¢i racionalita v sou¢asném kapita-
lismu stoji v cesté diskurzivnich i praktickych moznosti (@ nutnosti) péce.

V zavérecné ¢asti se Lynch vénuje ddsledkdim neoliberalniho neuznani a znehod-
nocovani péce, které se projevuje nasilim. Ukazuje, ze nedostatek péce (ve smyslu
LCS - love, care, solidarity) vede ke zneuzivani, zanedbavani a nasili, a to nejen na
Urovni jednotlivcl, ale i na Urovni vytvareni a utuzovani opresivnich a ,nasilnych”
spolecenskych struktur vedoucich napriklad k narusovani solidarity a nedlvére ve
spole¢nosti, k nedostatku prostoru na vyjednavani zajm0 znevyhodnénych skupin,
k valkdm a nedostatklm zdrojl. Autorka navic velkou ¢ast této kapitoly vénuje také
.nasili, které je skrze kapitalisticky narativ a praxi umoznéno pachat na ne-lidskych
entitach — zvifatech a zivotnim prostredi.

Kathleen Lynch ukazuje, Ze je potieba vytvaret nové narativy, které oceriuji péci ve
viech tfech sférach — v lasce, pédi a solidarité. K tomu je ale potfeba udélat velky kus
intelektudlni prace (kterou napiiklad predstavuje i tato kniha), ktera rozsiti diskurzivni
moznosti. Je nutné redefinovani ekonomickych a socialnich rolf péce a uznani, ze jde
0 zasadni a cennou praci, a ne o sekundarni nebo neviditelnou ¢innost. Je nezbytné
vytvaret takové narativy, které budou chédpat péci jako nedilnou soucast lidské exi-
stence, kterad presahuje ekonomickou produktivitu a zahrnuje vztahové a afektivni
dimenze.

Vedle intelektualnich vyzev celime také zménam v ideologickych narativech. Dle
Lynch je nutné zpochybnit neoliberaini paradigmata upfednostriujici trzni hodnoty
a individualni sebeprosazovani. Vyzyva k védomému vytvareni takovych perspektiv,
kde je uzndna a cenéna vzajemna zavislost, péce a spole¢né a sdilené spolecenské
blaho. To zahrnuje kritiku a dekonstrukci narativli ospravedIfiujicich socialni, gende-
rové, rasové, ekonomické a dalsi nerovnosti a marginalizaci pecovatelské prace.

Diskurzivni a ideologickou perspektivu doplfiuje Lynch o praktickou, tedy politic-
kou zménu. Autorka zddraznuje nutnost kolektivniho politického Usili, jez pomaha
vzdorovat neoliberalnim politikdm podkopavajicim moznosti socialni spravedinosti.
V knize poukazuje na hnuti, kterd podporuji pecovatelskou praci a fesi systémové
nerovnosti z rlznych pozic. Lynch také apeluje na solidaritu a propojovani rliznych
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socidlnich hnutich vcetné feministickych, antirasistickych a environmentalnich skupin
s cllem integrovat péci do lokalni i globalni politické agendy. Bez tohoto propojenti
je dle autorky riziko, Ze se na cesté k socialni spravedInosti vytvori dalSi nerovnosti.

Dovétek knihy tvori kratka kapitola o pandemii covid-19. Kathleen Lynch na této
specifické a globalni udalosti ukazuje hlubokou provazanost a vzajemnou zavislost
celého lidstva a demonstruje nezbytnost a nutnost péce. Dle Lynch ndm pandemie od-
halila obrovské zanedbani ve viech sférach péce, jez kapitalismus umozriuje, a nutnost
univerzalné prfehodnotit pecujici narativ na Urovni diskurzivni, ideologické i praktické.

Kniha Care and Capitalism Kathleen Lynch je vyznamnym pfispévkem do disku-
ze ohledné krize péce a dopadl soucasného kapitalismu na spole¢nost. Analyzuje
klitova paradigmata a pfedpoklady, které leZi v jadru soucasného neoliberalismu na
Urovni politické, diskurzivni i ideologické, a zaroven poskytuje cesty a alternativni
premysleni i praxi. Care and Capitalism je zavrsenim vyzkumné a badatelské prace
Kathleen Lynch a pfinasi ucelenou a velmi jasné vyargumentovanou analyzu soucasné
spole¢nosti z pohledu kritickych feministickych studif. Je to suverénni a koherentni
dilo, kterému by se mélo dostat patti¢né pozornosti i v ¢eském feministickém a aka-
demickém prostredi.

Strasaci genderu v nezitelné krajiné
Hana Drstickova
Butler, J. 2024. Who's Afraid of Gender? New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Poznamka k jazyku: Judith Butler je nebinarni autorstvo, a jelikoz nemam informaci
o tom, jaky rod by v ¢estiné preferoval*a, volim formu s hvézdickou.

Tzv. antigender hnuti, tedy aliance pfevazné pravicovych a konzervativnich ideolo-
gickych sil, které oznacuji gender za svého nepfitele, je v nasem kontextu vychodni
Evropy palcivé aktualni téma. Tato aliance, reprezentovana jednotlivymi osobnostmi
jako Viktor Orban, politickymi stranami jako napt. polsky PiS, neziskovymi organi-
zacemi jako Hnuti pro Zivot a cirkevnimi institucemi, Sifi svij ideologicky postoj se
vzrastajici efektivitou. Zaméruje svou agendu na znepfistupnéni bezpecnych interrup-
ci (Graff, Korolczuk 2021; Svatoriova 2022), na konstruovani queer a trans lidi jako
ultimatné jinakych, destruktivnich elementl (Svatoriovd, Doerr 2023) a obecné na
Sifeni patriarchalnich, fasistickych ideji. Jeho rliznym podobdm se vénuije i tematicky
blok v tomto Cisle.
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Ve své Cerstvé knize Judith Butler popisuje pravé tento fenomén, a to v globalnim
méfitku, se zamérenim hned na nékolik jeho vrstev. Zacina knihu mapovanim rdznych
tvard a forem, kterych antigender nabyva v odlisnych geograficko-historickych kontex-
tech. V Uvodu knihy nastiriuje koncept fantasmu jako primarni optiku, kterou na anti-
gender hnuti nahlizi. V kapitole Global Scene (Globalni scéna) pak tento koncept rozviji
skrze sledovani spoluprace mezi pravicovymi evangelikalnimi cirkvemi ve Spojenych
statech, Severni a Jizni Americe, vychodni Evropé a severni Africe. Nasledné se vénuje
pozici a vlivu Vatikanu a katolické cirkve obecné. Na to navazuje hlubsi analyzou situa-
ce ve Spojenych statech americkych, kde vyzdvihuje soucasny Utok na pravni ochranu
dostupnych interrupci a trans lidi, a pokracuje do Briténie, kde se vénuje predevsim
ideologickym vychodiskdm tzv. TERFs'. Dalsi dvé kapitoly jsou vyhrazené komplexnimu
vymezeni Butler vici dualité pohlavi vs. gender a argumentaci pro model neoddélitel-
nosti obou aspektU a jejich vzajemného ovliviiovani a spolukonstrukce. Zavérecny blok
dvou kapitol je vénovan rasizovanym a kolonidlnim slozkam konstrukce (anti)genderu
a otazce prekladu jazykové-kulturnich instanci genderové podminénych zkuSenosti.

Stejné jako v knize je i v této recenzi tfeba na Uvod definovat pojem fantasmu. Jde
o pUvodné psychoanalyticky pojem, ktery skrze Who's Afraid of Gender? prekracu-
je hranice disciplin. Butler ho popisuje jako , psychosocialni fenomén, misto, kde se
intimni strachy a Uzkosti spolecensky organizuji, aby podnécovaly politické vasné”
(s. 14, preklad vl.). To, co antigender hnuti pojmenovéava jako (G)gender, ma byt pra-
vé takovym kolektivnim fantasmem, kterého politické aktérstvo vyuziva jako nastroje
k posilovani vlastnich (patriarchalnich, konzervativnich, pravicovych az fasistickych) po-
zic. Antigender hnuti je diky pouZzivani tohoto nastroje naro¢né uchopit a pochopit.
Nehraje totiz podle pravidel podkladani tvrzeni fakty ¢i udrzovani jednotného tvrzent,
jak Butler trefné pise, tedy: ,Neni mozné plné rekonstruovat argumenty pouzivané
hnutim proti genderové ideologii, protoze se nedrzi standardl konzistence nebo ko-
herence.” (s. 28, preklad vl.) Fantasm je ze své podstaty odpoutan od reality, a proto
v sobé mUze pojimat Siroké spektrum vzajemné protichdnych imaginarnich hrozeb.
Pod jednim slovem, v tomto pfipadé , gender”, Ize proto zahrnout bezpocet hrozeb
a forem destruktivni sily. Gender tak maze byt zarover zkratkou pro uskupenf a sna-
hy ,,neomarxismu” zneuzivajiciho a matouciho bezbranné déti, zvracenych individui
snazicich se rozvratit stat a tradi¢ni rodinu ¢i antisemitisticky vykreslené kapitalistické
elity. Tedy v podstaté kohokoliv, kdo se v daném prostedi a Case jevi jako zosobnéni
ciziho, méné-nez-lidského nepritele.

Butler predklada tezi, Ze soucasna spole¢nost je dovedena do bodu konstantni-
ho v3udypritomného strachu a uzkosti, se kterou antigender pracuje a koncentruje

! Trans-exclusionary feminist, trans lidi vylucujicich, ¢i dle jejich vlastniho pojmenovani , gender critical”
(kritickych k genderu) feministek.
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a pfesmérovava ji z jejich skutecnych pficin na groteskniho strasaka jménem Gender.
Tyto strachy a Uzkosti jsou podle néj*nf reakci na odcizujici neoliberalismus, klimatic-
kou a ekonomickou krizi, vzristajici moc globalnich finan¢nich instituci a pokracuijici
dédictvi kolonidlniho Gtlaku. Butler v prvni kapitole tedy predevsim mapuje kombi-
nace lokalné relevantnich Uzkosti a zpUsobd, jak je antigender vyuziva a pretvafi do
forem, ve kterych slouZi k posileni moci cirkve a lokalnich politickych aktérd skrze
podnécovani rasismu, transfobie, prolifeismu a antisemitismu.

Diky pohledu ,z vysky”, ktery se nesoustfedi nutné na detaily jednotlivych instan-
ci, ale spiSe na jejich pocetnost a rozsifenost, vynikne slozita sit spojenectvi, vyvozu/
dovozu ideologie a dlouhodobé, vzajemné podpory mezi aktéry antigender hnuti
viude po svété. Zaroveri Butler poukazuje na to, jak aktérstvo v téchto spojenectvich
do velké miry sdili agendu, nicméné ji prosazuje rozdilnymi argumenty, které si ¢asto
protifeci, coz viak paradoxné pozici antigenderu ve svété jen posiluje.

Druhé kapitola s ndzvem Vatican Views (Nazory/pohledy Vatikanu) rozebira prede-
v3im rétoriku, skrze kterou se katolicka cirkev snazi prosazovat svoji verzi skute¢nosti
— tedy Ze existuje nezpochybnitelna a nenarusitelna, bohem vytvorena dualita mezi
muzem a Zenou, coZ jsou jediné dvé moznosti prozivani lidskosti. Butler trefné popi-
suje, jak Vatikan projektuje vlastni nasilnou kolonialni historii prosazovani ideologie
genderového dimorphismu a heterosexuality jako podminky moralnosti a podraze-
nosti zen do hnuti za osvobozeni od vseho zminéného. Tedy jak Vatikan konstruu-
je predstavu, Ze ,gender” je nésilnd, az znasilfiujici sila, kterd uplatriiuje své nazory
a praktiky na ostatni, pfedevsim na bezbranné a nevinné?.

V duchu obvinovani jinych z nasili, jez sam obvifiujici pacha, se nese i dalsi kapi-
tola, pojednavajici o zkuSenosti z prostfedi Spojenych statl. Butler se zamysli nad
soucasnou vinou zakazovani knih v americkych Skolach a obecné omezovani jaké-
hokoliv vzdélani a kontaktu s queer zkusenosti a kulturou. Dospiva k zavéru, ze zde
opét dochazi k projekci. Pfiznivci*priznivkyné antigenderu sdili predstavu, Ze cteni
knih automaticky infikuje jejich ¢tendfstvo a ze ,,gender” funguje stejné jako kon-
zervativni ndbozenské komunity — tedy dogmaticky a nenavistné. Dovolavaji se tedy
,osvobozeni” od genderového diktatu na skolach a tim se snazi prosadit diktat svych
vlastnich hodnot.

Z knihy ponékud vystupuje kapitola nazvana Trump, Sex, and the Supreme Court
(Trump, pohlavi a nejvyssi soud) o sporu o pravni definovani pohlavi/genderu a s nim
spojeny narok na obranu proti diskriminaci. Tato kapitola je oproti ostatnim ponékud
hutnéjsi a ¢tenafstvo neznalé procesi amerického soudnictvi a pravnického Zargonu
se v ni mlze ponékud ztracet. Zachazi se zde hloubéji do komplikovanych a abstrakt-

2 Coz je, jak Butler pise, vskutku paradoxni, vzhledem k tomu, Ze katolicka cirkev, ne trans/queer lidé, je
mimo jiné prokazatelné dlouhodobé pachatelem sexuélniho nésili na détech.
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nich slovnich definici a jejich pravnich vyznama. | tak Ize oviem ocenit interdisciplina-
ritu knihy, ktera se zde zjevné projevuje — neni pfilis ¢asté, ze by se filozofie, socialni
védy a pravo setkavaly v textu, ktery je minén pro 3irsi vefejnost.

Zajimavé napojeni na zkoumani predstavy genderu jako ciziho prvku, ktery vni-
ka do cistych prostord a tél a kolonizuje je, poskytuje nasledujici kapitola zamérena
na TERF hnutf v Britanii. V tomto pfipadé se podle Butler jedna o pomylené branéni
hranic urcité genderové identity. Butler popisuje pozici TERFs jako narokovani si gen-
derové kategorie Zeny jako pouze jejich, jako jejich vlastnictvi a pevnost, do které ne-
Ize pustit kohokoliv, kdo neodpovida jejich predstavam. Trans Zeny jsou vyobrazovany
jako nasilni vetrelci v cizim Uzemi. Butler velmi primocare reaguje na tuto tendenci —
nikdo podle néj*ni nevlastni kategorii Zzena, nikdo nema monopol na zenstvi a zen-
stvi zaroven neni nedostatkova komodita, kterou by trans zeny mohly néjak uzur-
povat. Pfipomina, Ze samotny feminismus je od poc¢atku postaven na tom, ze definice
Zeny |ze pretvaret, jinak by spolecensky posun v genderovém osvobozeni nebyl mozny.

Na zaméfeni na TERF hnuti pfimo navazuje trojice kapitol What About Sex? (A co
pohlavi?), What Gender Are You? (Jaky ty mas gender?) a Nature/Culture: Toward Co-
Construction (Priroda/kultura: spolukonstrukce), které jsou tematicky silné propojené.
Prvni z kapitol je do jisté miry odpovédi na prohlaseni, které se (nejen) v TERF rétori-
ce prominentné objevuje, tedy Ze genderova teorie se snazi popfit existenci pohlavi.
Butler v této kapitole shrnuje réznorodé pozice a debatu uvniti genderovych studii
a pfibuznych obor(, debatu, kterd je podstatné ¢lenitéjsi, zivéjsi a méné dogmaticka,
nez jak si ji antigender hnuti predstavuje. Rozdily mezi tély existuji, ale to, jak jsou
vnimany, je vzdy uz pfedem ovlivnéno konstrukty genderu ve spolecnosti. Na tuto
kapitolu navazuje druha z trojice, What Gender Are You?, ktera se vice soustfedi na
praktické implikace dogmatického schématu genderového dimorphismu na zakladé
genitalii. Cinf tak skrze hlubsi studii pfipadu institucionalniho nésili na intersex dé-
tech, které byly ,,opravovany” tak, aby do tohoto schématu zapadaly, nezavisle na
tom, jak tyto invazivni procesy dopadaly napfiklad na jejich budouci schopnost pro-
Zivat sexudlni potéseni. Zavérecna kapitola z trojice pak dale rozviji tezi, Ze biologicka
a socialni realita od sebe nejsou oddélitelné, jsou vzajemné se ovliviiujici, spole¢né
a navzajem se konstruujici. Tato kapitola tak do jisté miry opakuje pozici vyjadienou
uz mnohokrat z riznych zdrojd, nicméné zde je tento postoj velmi citlivé a evokativné
syntetizovan do kompaktniho celku.

Oceriuji, ze Butler zahrnuje do svého textu i kolonialni a imperialni taktiky antigen-
deru, které se napfiklad snazily (a v riznych formach stale snazi) vymazat queerness
z kulturnich historif kolonizovanych oblasti. Obcas je dobré zopakovat zakladni fakta:
queerness je a byla vSude a vzdy, tudiz ji nelze stavét do opozice proti jakémukoliv
ndrodu, statu ¢i etnicité (tzn. tvrdit, Ze queerness je cizi, neafricka, nepolska, neame-
ricka...). Soucasti kapitoly Racial and Colonial Legacies of Gender Dimorphism (Rasové
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a kolonialni dédictvi genderového dimorfismu), kde se Butler témto postkolonidlnim
pohledlim vice vénuje, je znepokojivy, ale zasadni ponor do dimenzi genderu jako
nastroje kolonialniho Utlaku. Butler kritizuje neoliberalni imperialni narativ, Zze zakony
formulované proti genderové motivované diskriminaci jsou blahovolné vyvazeny do
svéta ,zapadem” a jejich odmitnuti je zndmkou nedostatkd zemi globalniho jihu3.
Butler pise: ,Obrana genderu musi byt spojena s kritikou finan¢niho natlaku, pokud
,gender’ nemé byt identifikovan jako jeden z jeho nastrojd.” (s. 62, preklad vl.)

Butler v3ak v této i nasledujici kapitole, Foreign Terms, or the Disturbance of Tran-
slation (Zahrani¢ni terminy a/nebo porucha prekladu), upozorfiuje i na to, Ze jazyk
evokujici napadent cizi kolonizujici moci pouziva ve spoijitosti s genderem i aktérstvo,
které ma na tyto konotace velmi pochybné pravo. Velmi trefné a neotele naptiklad
poukazuje na to, ze v evropském prostiedi je gender zobrazovan jako kolonizujici stej-
nym zplsobem jako ne-bilé uprchlictvo. Jako cizi entita, ktera pfichazi zvendi s jasnou
agendou oslabit a znicit narodni kulturu a identitu. Jak imaginarni entita gender, tak
imaginarni kolonizujici masa migrantd (dominuje narativ, ktery vykresluje pfichozi
jako predevsim muze) jsou zobrazovany jako agresivné, excesivné sexualni a obzvlas-
té hrozivé pro Zeny a déti. Butler popisuje, jak jsou tyto dvé myslené entity v rétorice
krajni pravice Casto zobrazeny jako spiklenecky spolupracujici na zéhubé bilé Evropy
v duchu replacement theory (teorie nahrazeni). Queer lidé a aktivisté*aktivistky za
dostupné interrupce maji podle této rétoriky Umysiné snizovat pocet ,evropskych”
déti, zatimco rasizované uprchlictvo je vyobrazeno jako produkujici nekonec¢ny proud
potomstva ve sluzbach ,,pfevalcovani” mistnich. Butler tak ilustruje propojené nadoby
rasismu a queerfobie produkujici dehumanizaci, které je obzvlasté ve vychodoevrop-
ském kontextu palcivé pritomna v politickém diskurzu.

Ve stejné kapitole, Foreign Terms, pak Butler pfedevsim vyzyva ¢tenafstvo, a nahlizi
na neprelozitelnost jako na prekazku a nepokousi se ji vzdy za kazdou cenu prekonat.
Obzvlasté co se tyce pojmenovani specifickych prozivani genderu. Butler zminuje,
Ze queer jazyk m0ze vymazavat diverzitu, pokud trvame na pouzivani pouze hrstky
anglofonnich pojmU. CoZz ovsem neznamena, Ze tyto pojmy nemohou ty lokalni roz-
Sifit nebo nahradit ty, které byly z mistniho jazyka vymazany soustavnou perzekuci
prerusujici mezigeneracni predavani védéni.

Opakujicim se prvkem, ktery prochazi celou knihou, je volani po zitelném svété
a spojenectvi (mezi odpdrci antigender hnuti). Oba pojmy a to, jak je Butler pouziva,
tu zde proto jesté samostatné rozvedu.

3 Zde si dovolim poznamku vzhledem k soucasné situaci probihajici genocidy v Gaze, na kterou je
popisovany princip ¢asto aplikovan. Izrael je znamy performativni naklonénosti k LGBTQ+ komunité,
nicméné i kdyZ pomineme to, Ze v samotné Gaze existuje queer komunita, kterd je vyvrazdovana se
zbytkem populace, queer prava nelze $ifit osadnickym kolonialismem a bombami.
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Co se Zitelného svéta tyce, definuje ho Butler jako stav, k jehoz dosazeni je tfeba
dekonstruovat a vymytit falesné ideové konstrukce antigender hnuti. Opakované
v textu vyzdvihuje (nejc¢astéji ve spojitosti s trans komunitou, ale i jako obecny prin-
cip pro vsechny bytosti) prosty pozadavek zit, pohybovat se, milovat a volné dychat
bez obav z nasili (rizné variace tohoto pozadavku napf. na stranach 14, 17, 28, 43,
138, 173, 210 a 251). Prispéni k naplnénf tohoto pozadavku si stanovuje jako stézej-
ni cil celé knihy (s. 28). Zminéné podminky pak shrnuje v pojmu Zitelnosti (a jejich
absenci jako neZitelnosti) svéta. Dozadovat se svéta pouze Zitelného (a ne napriklad
radostného nebo osvobozeného) pro viechny se maze zdat jako pfilis skromné. Nic-
méné v prabéhu ¢teni knihy dostava zdanlivé skromny pozadavek Butler vétsi smysl
a opodstatnéni. Kniha totiz popisuje soucasnou situaci, kdy pro mnohé svét Zitel-
ny neni a okruh téch, pro které je, se aktivné zuzuje. Pro znac¢nou ¢ast populace
nejsou totiz principy svobody a rovnosti abstraktnimi idealy, ale podminkami k Zi-
votu.

Dal3im poZadavkem, ¢i spise ndvrhem na strategii odporu proti antigender hnuti je
tvoreni spojenectvi, alianci. Tak jako je aktérstvo pouZivajici gender jako vseobsazného
bubaka globalné propojeno, tak by podle Butler mély byt propojeny viechny skupiny,
proti kterym je namifeno. Absence spojenectvi tam, kde by logicky podle Butler mélo
byt, je napriklad jednim z pilitd tzv. TERFs. Butler citlivé popisuje linky spojenectvi, kte-
ré nemusi byt vzdy primocare zifejmé. Tyto linky propojeni na siti Utlaku k sobé vazou
zastance postkolonialnich snah, reprodukeni spravedinosti, trans a queer osvobozeni
a v podstaté kazdého a kazdou, kdo by radi zachovali asport malé zény zitelnosti na
klimatickou krizi suzované planeté. Vyvstava vsak otazka, k cemu presné maji aliance
podle Butler sméfovat, jak maji spolecného cile dosdhnout. Absenci feseni viak nelze
knize prilis vycitat, vzhledem k tomu, Ze se stale jedna o akademicky text, i kdyz na
poméry Butler o néco vice pfistupny, v tomto formatu se jen zfidka dostava prosto-
ru navrhlm reSeni spolecenskych krizi a pozornost se spise soustfedi na jejich ana-
lyzu.

Obecné je kniha az na vyjimky Ctenarsky pratelska a ¢tiva. Sdm*sama Butler uzna-
va, Ze zastanci antigender postojl jeho/jeji knihy nikdy nectou, stejné jako by necetli
~pismo satanovo”. Mozné vsak Who's Afraid of Gender doséhne na ¢tenafstvo, které
se jeSté zcela nevyhranilo a pfistupuje k tématu s otevienou mysli. Stejné tak je roz-
hodné hodnotnym vychozim textem pro akademickou obec, ktera se o antigender
zacina zajimat, protoze obsahuje srozumitelné vysvétlené ddlezité koncepty a infor-
mace. Urcité je i tak tfeba vydat se dal a Cist i autorstvo z jinych nez americkych ¢i
britskych kontextl, které ma casto, jak i Butler potvrzuje, s antigender hnutim uni-
katni teritorializovanou zkusenost.
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Report from the Symposium ‘Central-European Masculinities
in @ Comparative Perspective’

Shana De Sousa

The international symposium Central-European Masculinities in a Comparative Per-
spective, held on 19-20 June 2024 at CEFRES in Prague, was a pivotal event in the field
of Critical Studies on Men and Masculinities. Organised as part of the Central-Europe-
an Masculinities research project, this symposium brought together leading academic
institutions across Central Europe: the Institute of Literary Studies at the University of
Silesia in Katowice, the Department of Czech and Comparative Literature at Charles
University, the Institute of Czech Literature at the Czech Academy of Sciences, the In-
stitute of Polish Culture at the University of Warsaw, the Institute of Slovak Literature
at the Slovak Academy of Sciences, the Center for Social Sciences — Sociology Insti-
tute in Budapest, and the French Research Center in Humanities and Social Sciences
(CEFRES — CNRS-MEAE). The event was supported by the French Ministry of Higher
Education and Research through the PARCECO programme. The symposium explored
the construction and deconstruction of masculinities in Central Europe within his-
torical and contemporary contexts. The interdisciplinary discussions highlighted the
dynamic and contextual nature of masculinity, integrating local perspectives into the
global academic discourse. Sessions covered a wide range of themes, from literary
modernity to queer masculinities under state socialism, fostering a comprehensive
dialogue among scholars. This review provides insights into the presentations and
their contribution to the understanding of masculinities in Central Europe.

The first and second panels of the symposium, titled ‘Modernity & Masculinity’,
presented perspectives on the evolution of masculinities in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. Marcin Filipowicz (University of Warsaw — University of Hradec Kralové) ex-
plored 19th-century Czech masculinities, highlighting the interplay between gender,
nationalism, and hegemony. He traced the evolution of Czech masculinity within the
Habsburg Empire, noting how nationalist movements shaped masculine ideals, ar-
guing against a simplistic Austrian-German dichotomy, and presenting Czech mas-
culinity as both resistant and participatory in response to Austrian hegemony. Ivana
Taranenkova (Institute of Slovak Literature, Slovak Academy of Sciences) focused on
Slovak literature’s portrayal of masculinity from the 19th century to the present. She
analysed literary representations of father-son relationships and the portrayal of an-
ti-heroes in post-communist narratives. Michal Pitoridk (Czech National Institute of
Mental Health) examined LGBT+ activism in Central and Eastern Europe, contextu-
alising it within the region’s socio-political history from the 1930s to contemporary
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Pride movements. Pitoridk analysed the impact of morality politics on LGBT+ rights,
exploring societal attitudes and policy developments across different countries. His
analysis of ontological insecurity underscored the complex intersections of masculin-
ity, politics, and activism in the region.

The second panel offered insights into the evolving representations of masculin-
ity in late19th- and early 20th-century (Central) Europe. Romain Courapied (ISFEC
BRETAGNE / Université Rennes Il — Haute-Bretagne) explored late 19th-century dec-
adent literature and delved into themes of instability and societal anxieties, criticising
essentialist perspectives on masculinity and advocating for a constructivist approach.
Judit Acsady (Institute of Sociology, Hungarian Research Network) and Zsolt Mészéros
(Pet6fi Museum of Literature, Budapest) shifted the focus to Hungary and examined
the intersections of masculinity, feminism, and societal modernisation at the turn
of the 20th century. They highlighted the role of feminist movements in reshaping
gender relations and promoting women'’s social emancipation, emphasising the ac-
tive participation of men in advocating for women'’s rights through their exploration
of Ede Harkanyi's writings. Aleksandra Debinska’s (University of Silesia in Katowice)
presentation on war invalids[war disabled] in the Second Polish Republic provided
a critical examination of the marginalised status of veterans who suffered war injuries,
focusing on the dehumanising impact of war on masculine identities and critiquing
the sentimental narratives that obscured the realities of war-induced disabilities. Her
research underscored the need for broader scholarly attention to the experiences of
war invalids in Polish literature, challenging prevailing notions of heroic masculinity.

The next two panels, titled ‘Under State Socialism’, were dedicated to masculini-
ties in socialist contexts, examining masculinity in diverse areas of life, from everyday
practices to military service. Peter Hallama (Université Paris | Panthéon-Sorbonne)
reassessed masculinity under state socialism and challenged the prevailing scholarly
narratives by advocating for a more nuanced understanding. He highlighted the di-
versity of socialist masculinities beyond state-sanctioned ideals, exploring how these
were negotiated and contested in everyday life, based on examples such as debates
on fatherhood and homosexual identities under state socialism. lwona Kurz (University
of Warsaw) focused on the visual discourse surrounding military service in Czechoslo-
vakia and Poland, framing the army as a total institution within totalitarian regimes.
She examined how images and narratives portrayed military life and revealed its dual
role in shaping societal perceptions and individual experiences. Kurz's interdisciplinary
approach illuminated the emotional and social dimensions of military service, and
she argued that it was pivotal in shaping masculine identities and citizenship ideals.

The next panel offered perspectives on masculinity amidst political repression and
societal constraints. Jan Matonoha (Institute of Czech Literature, Czech Academy
of Sciences) critically examined Czech independent fiction of the 1970s and 1980s,
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focusing on how dissident writers adopted heroic, macho identities in response to
state oppression. He revealed the deeper vulnerabilities beneath their bravado, inte-
grating insights from masculinity studies to complicate traditional heroic narratives
and critique sexist tropes in works by Milan Kundera and Jan Kresadlo (Gravelarks).
Julija Ovsec (Institute of Czech Literature, Czech Academy of Sciences) explored lav-
ender marriages in Slovenian literature through Mira Miheli¢’s novel April, portraying
these unions as concealing homosexuality behind heteronormative ideals. Contex-
tualising Slovenia’s early acceptance of same-sex unions against pre-WWII criminal-
isation, Ovsec critiqued societal norms and gender expectations through Mihelic’s
avant-garde style.

In the fifth and sixth panels on queer masculinities, Antoine Idier (Sciences Po Saint
Germain en Laye) offered a nuanced historical analysis of homosexuality and mas-
culinities, critiquing the modern categorisations of lesbian women and homosexual
men that emerged in the late 19th century. Zdenék Sloboda (Palacky University Olo-
mouc) examined the complex dynamics of masculinity in sports and the experiences
of LGBTQ+ athletes. He contextualised sports as a domain reinforcing heteronorma-
tive, masculinist ideologies, particularly in male-dominated team sports like football
and basketball. Anna Dzabagina (French Research Center for Humanities and Social
Sciences, CEFRES — Charles University) then explored the historical evolution of the
historical evolution of expressions of masculinity among lesbians in the region. She
traced the emergence of modern lesbian identities, highlighting early instances of
gender-bending and cross-dressing as strategies for covertly living in intimate (same-
sex?) relationships among pioneering figures like Maria Dulebianka and Maria Rodzie-
wiczéwna. Darko llin (University of Nova Gorica) delved into Pavle Zidar's literary
portrayal of queer masculinities in state-socialist Slovenia. He analysed Zidar's literary
corpus, noting how masculinity was constructed and contested under state-socialist
regimes through the example of works like The Novel about Hannibal.

The last panel, ‘Contemporary Stakes’, offered perspectives on masculinity in phil-
osophical and cultural contexts, examining intersections between the private and
public spheres and the roles of archetypes in Czech cultural identity. Libuse Heczkova
and Katefina Svatoriova (Charles University) explored masculinity through the lens
of Jan Patoc¢ka’s philosophical insights and Wim Wenders' film Perfect Days. They
began by analysing Levinas’ concept of /a caresse (Fr. ‘the caress’), examining its im-
plications for gender roles and relationships in historical and contemporary contexts.
Heczkova and Svatoriova contrasted perspectives on public and private realms, high-
lighting Patoc¢ka'’s critique of societal power dynamics and victimhood. Their analy-
sis of Wenders' film underscored its critique of traditional gender norms, reflecting
contemporary discourses on masculinity and identity. Stefan Segi (Institute of Czech
Literature, Czech Academy of Sciences) focused on Czech cultural archetypes — war-
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riors, sages, and hipsters — to explore the evolution of masculinity amidst societal
and ideological shifts. He traced these archetypes’ roots to mediaeval constructs of
national identity and analysed their portrayal in contemporary contexts such as pop-
ular culture and literature.

After the panels, Filip Mazurkiewicz and Wojciech Smieja (University of Silesia in
Katowice) presented their comprehensive research on forms of masculinity in Polish
literature and culture from 2015 to 2019. They used a historical approach to unrav-
el the evolution and construction of masculinity in Poland and situated hegemonic
masculinity within the unique socio-political context of 19th-century Poland, accen-
tuating the distinctive national expression (of masculinity?) in literature shaped by
noble democracy and a political landscape open to free citizens. They argued that
the representation of dislocated masculinity often manifested itself through heroic
archetypes symbolising loss and resistance, and they critiqued the traditional binary
oppositions between masculinity and femininity as insufficient to capture nuanced
realities and explore instances where men are portrayed as effeminate. Central to
their research was the deconstruction and reconstruction of masculinity across dif-
ferent historical epochs, highlighting shifts in masculine prototypes. Literary analysis
of Janusz Rudnicki’s short story ‘Smier¢ czeskiego psa’ (The Death of the Czech Dog)
and its depiction of hypermasculine heroes underscored these themes. Their interdis-
ciplinary approach revealed how the dominant fictional narratives of masculinity have
influenced perceptions and ideals of power and identity in Polish society.

The international symposium on masculinities in Central Europe concluded with
a synthesis of insights and proposed future research directions. Researchers highlight-
ed the need for specific methodologies and theoretical frameworks that integrate
local academic traditions predating global influences. Discussions questioned the
existence of a distinct Central European approach to masculinity studies, stressing
the importance of regional collaboration and sharing resources. Proposals included
compiling bibliographies, exploring the genealogy of feminist thought in Central and
Eastern Europe and examining masculinist movements and Jewish masculinities. Pos-
sibilities for future research include thematic clusters for focus group discussions on
topics like fictional portrayals of masculinity and historical contexts.
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8. narodni konference
Socialni bezpeci: od opatieni k akci

Termin konani akce: 10. 9. 2024

Misto kondani akce: Akademie véd CR, Narodni 3, Praha 1 + online

Letosni narodni konference o genderu a védé se zaméfi na téma
bezpecného a dlstojného pracovniho a studijniho prostfedi se zamérenim
na genderové podminéné nasili.

Cilem konference je posunout diskusi viech zainteresovanych aktér(
smérem ke konkrétnim kroklm a opatfenim, které povedou ke zlepseni
situace v Ceském akademickém

prostredi.

Na konferenci budou téZ predstaveny
priklady nové zavadénych
institucionalnich politik, opatreni

a nastroju vyvinutych v rdmci

¢innosti NKC — gender a véda

a mezinarodniho projektu UniSAFE.

Narodni konference jsou bienalné
organizované udalosti, které se
zaméruji na téma genderové rovnosti
ve vyzkumu a vysokém 3kolstvi. Jejich
cilem je diskutovat vyvoj situace

v CR a kroky a opatteni smétujici
ke zlepSovani pracovnich podminek

z hlediska genderové rovnosti.

Registrace jsou oteviené! Formular k prihlaseni se na konferenci najdete zde:
https://soc.cas.cz/akce/8-narodni-konference-nkc-gender-veda-socialni-
bezpeci-od-opatreni-k-akdi.



